The path of the righteous is like the morning sun, shining ever righter till the full
light of day. Give careful thought to the paths of your feet and be steadfast in all
your ways. Do not turn to the right or the left; keep your foot from evil.
Proverbs 4:18, 26-27
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Foreword
By Francis Anfuso
For many people, a journey into the Bible is like flying into the Bermuda Triangle, tackling
an unsolved mystery, or hopelessly laboring over a puzzling paradox. They throw up their hands
in futility, believing the massive book is too big, too old, and too complex to be understood.
But reality is far less scary.
The Bible is not just the most published book of all time; it is the clearest path to
understanding the riddle of life. I remember the days before smart phones when I’d be driving
around a city trying to find a person to ask directions; with my hope for getting to the desired
location resting on the perceptions of a stranger. I’m so grateful for GPS, Global Positioning
Systems. I’d probably be lost every day of my life without its guidance. But with this simple
tool, I now drive with confidence and even enjoy the ride.
I believe The Journey by Ken Birks is your GPS for the Bible. The problem is solved. The
riddle is deciphered. Like a trusted guide Ken, makes complex concepts simple and masterfully
unpacks the Bible’s greatest mysteries. He provides a sure foundation upon which to build a
lifetime of insight.
Ken has been a trusted friend and leader in our church for nearly two decades, and beyond
our relationship, he has been a pastor and gifted Bible teacher for over 30 years. When I need a
scripture explained, I often ask Ken for his wisdom, and frankly have never been disappointed.
If I were building a house, I’d hire a master builder. If I didn’t understand the Bible and
wanted a solid foundation for my Christian life, I’d study this book, The Journey, and let a
master teacher like Ken Birks guide me down the path of life.
Francis Anfuso
Co-Senior Pastor, The Rock of Roseville
January 2016
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The Journey
Discovering the Invisible Path
Introduction
We live in a world that was created in the beauty and wonder of what was originally
intended to give us glimpses into the eternal treasures God has stored up for all those who have
come to believe in His Son, Jesus Christ.
Just as each of us has been born of a natural birth that brought us into this world, there is a
spiritual birth God desires for us, a birth that is designed to bring us into the unseen beauty and
wonder of the eternal realm where God resides—the kingdom of heaven.
Once we are spiritually born or born again, the Holy Spirit comes to live within us to reveal
to our natural senses the great mystery of the eternal Godhead in all of the glory of the Father.
We are given the mind of Christ, or the divine nature of God, to see into this invisible realm, and
thus, our journey into the unforeseen begins. (1Corinthians 2:16, 2Peter 1:4)
John 3:3 Jesus answered and said to him, "Most assuredly, I say to you unless one is born again,
he cannot see the kingdom of God."
Luke 17:20-21 Now when He was asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come,
He answered them and said, “The kingdom of God does not come with observation; 21nor will
they say, ‘See here!’ or ‘See there! For indeed, the kingdom of God is within you.”
As Christians, our calling is that of a pilgrimage or journey. Peter, one of the disciples of
Jesus, refers to us as pilgrims in his first epistle. (1Peter1:1, 2:11) We have been called to be like
our father Abraham, who traveled through this world by faith, not knowing where he was going.
He was a pilgrim looking for a city unknown to his natural eyes—a city whose builder and
maker was God, which he could only see through his spiritual eyes. (Hebrews 11:8-10) If we are to
be like Abraham, we too, must focus on those things that are above and not seen. By focusing on
that which is above—the invisible realm of God’s kingdom, we become faithful sojourners or
pilgrims.
2Corinthians 4:18 while we do not look at the things which are seen, but at the things which are
not seen. For the things which are seen are temporary, but the things which are not seen are
eternal.
The Christian life is a journey into this invisible kingdom realm that has the potential of
either being the most exciting and adventurous journey you will ever experience or the most
boring and miserable experience. Unfortunately, many have defaulted to the latter—not because
they wanted or desired to, but they lacked the faith and vision to enter into a path that is invisible
to their natural eyes.
Jesus said, “Narrow is the gate and difficult is the way that leads to life, and few find it.”
(Matthew 7:13-14)

When we default to the latter experience, we do not gain a compelling experience of
authentic Christianity.
Ask yourself, “Which path has my journey taken me on?”
It may be that you will come to the conclusion that you have been pushing the default button
rather than walking in true faith. If so, don’t lose heart because God is with you and delights in
revealing what authentic faith is!

2Corinthians 5:7 For we walk by faith, not by sight.
It is a constant battle to ignore what the natural man sees and hears because it’s what comes
naturally to us. We are human beings made up of carnal (natural) desires and dreams. It requires
faith to see beyond the natural into the kingdom realm that has the potential of leading us into a
life filled with adventure and the abundant life Jesus promised—a life filled with righteousness,
joy and peace in the Holy Spirit. (Romans 14:17)
Just as Adam and Eve were originally destined to live as eternal beings and not experience
death, so are we. When we’re born again, the Holy Spirit, who is eternal, comes to live with us,
and death loses its sting. (1Corinthians 15:55-56) It is in this eternal realm that God has intended us
to live. He has put eternity in the hearts of humanity. (Ecclesiastes 3:11) The problem is, we have
an enemy who does whatever it takes to keep us from experiencing all that God has intended for
our lives. (James 4:7) He knows, once we break past the barrier of unbelief, there is no stopping
us from fulfilling the purpose for which we were created. We become a threat to him and his
domain.
One of the great challenges of our faith is the ability to see into this invisible kingdom realm
that gives us the capacity to be led by the Spirit with the eyes of our understanding opened to the
heavenly realm as His Spirit reveals all that God has prepared for us. (Ephesians 1:17-21)
1Corinthians 2:9-10 But as it is written: "Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor have entered into
the heart of man the things which God has prepared for those who love Him." 10But God has
revealed them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep things of
God.
We must be courageous and ask ourselves with honesty, “Are our steps ordered by the
heavenly realm or our natural understanding?”
It is as we set our affections on that which is above (the kingdom realm) that the Lord is able
to order our steps. (Colossians 3:2) The question is, are our affections set on the heavenly realm or
the natural, temporal realm?”
We must continually resist the devil and his influences while submitting our souls to God if
we are to be kingdom-minded people who live and reign on this invisible path. Because God
yearns jealously towards us, He gives us more grace or supernatural ability for the journey when
we humble ourselves by submitting to Him. (James 4:5-7)
The story of God’s purpose for humanity has been unfolding throughout eternity. The story
began with the creation of the world with Adam and Eve placed in the Garden God created for
them to dwell in. With the fall of Adam and Eve, the story has continued through the annals of
time with many patriarchs, prophets, kings, shepherds, fishermen, tax collectors and ordinary
people like you and me who have all had and are having our roles defined to us by our creator.
Each one of us has been created to play a particular role that has been uniquely designed
according to our personality, gifting, innate abilities and talents we possess as well as the many
experiences, whether good or bad, we’ve picked up along the way. It is only as we willingly
enter into the role God has designed for us that we are fully able to enter into the discovery of all
He has created us to be. It’s when we willingly embrace this role that we experience the
abundant life He promised to us. (John 10:10)
Everything God creates is with a purpose. When He created you, He had a definite purpose
in mind that is related to His purposes in the earth as we see in the following Scripture.
Jeremiah 1:5 "Before I formed you in the womb I knew you; before you were born I sanctified
you; I ordained you a prophet to the nations."

We may not be called to be prophets to the nations, but just as God knew Jeremiah before
He formed him in the womb, He knew you and me as well. He had a role already ordained for
Jeremiah just as He does for you and me.
The question is, are we living the role that God designed for us in particular or are we lost
and wandering souls who are still looking and searching for what life is all about and coming up
empty?
It may be that you have caught glimpses of His purpose for your life at times, but you have
never been able to capture them before they slip away. If so, it’s time to seize God’s purpose for
your life. We have many defining (or kairos) moments during our life-time that are for the
purpose of helping us discover our destiny and purpose.
(Definitions of Kairos and Defining Moments: Kairos is an ancient Greek word meaning the right or
opportune moment (the supreme moment. A defining moment is a point in your life when you made a very important
decision or had an experience that changed you forever—an event that typifies or determines all subsequent related
occurrences. Sources: Wikipedia and Oxford Dictionary)

The key is to learn how to interpret these moments and see them as signposts that point
towards what God has in store for us.
The goal of this book is to give you, as a Christian, a glimpse into the path God has
purposed for your life and to help you seize your destiny and purpose. In doing so, you will be
able to live the role created for you. Whether you are just starting out on your journey, anywhere
in the middle, or have become detoured and lost your way, this practical guidebook will help
shine the light on the invisible path that not only leads to God’s goodness and experiencing His
kingdom within, but also to the greatest adventure of your life. Is this something you desire for
your life or are you content to live in the ruts of life?
You will be able to say at the end of your life just as the apostle Paul said, “I have fought the
good fight, I have finished the race, and I have kept the faith.” (2Timothy 4:7-8)
Are you ready to enter the path that is unseen with your carnal eyes to the excitement there?
If so, fasten your seatbelt for you are about to be launched into the ride of your life on a path that
will lead you into great adventures of faith—a path filled with joy and anticipation of what God
is going to do next.
Keep in mind, God’s thoughts towards you are beautiful, wonderful and full of peace as you
travel towards your destiny. He desires to give you a future that is full of hope.
Jeremiah 29:11 For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the Lord, thoughts of
peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope.
Psalm 16:11 You will show me the path of life; in Your presence is the fullness of joy; at Your
right hand are pleasures forevermore.
My prayer for you is that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to
you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him, the eyes of your understanding
enlightened; that you may know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory
of His inheritance in the saints, and what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who
believe, according to the working of His mighty power which He worked in Christ when He
raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, far above all
principality and power and might and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this
age but also in that which is to come. (Ephesians 1:17-21)
*****

Exploring the Beauty and Majesty of God
Chapter One
Great is the LORD! He is most worthy of praise! His greatness is beyond discovery—Psalm
145:3 (NLT)

One of life’s greatest pursuits is that of discovering God in all of His glory and majesty, a
discovery that enables you to come to a deeper understanding and revelation of who God is. It
will allow you to experience His wonderful attributes coming alive in your heart, resulting in a
greater level of intimacy with Him. You will be able to see with the eyes of your understanding
the wonders He has prepared for you as you partake of all that He has for you on this great
journey.
Genuine and False Perceptions of Who God is
Many of us have grown up with misconceptions of who God is. As a result, we have been
afraid of getting too close to Him. Many of our false perceptions of God have been based on how
we may have viewed authority figures in our lives, including our fathers or mothers. We have a
tendency to project onto God the unloving characteristics of the people who have influenced our
lives to some degree.
For example, if we viewed our fathers or other authority figures as mean and cruel, we
would most likely see God in the same way. If we viewed them as being distant, uncaring, and
uninvolved, that’s how we would view God. You may have had a pushy father who was
inconsiderate or who may have violated you in some way. Or maybe your father was like a drill
sergeant who made unreasonable demands from you without any expression of satisfaction. You
would most likely feel that God wouldn’t accept you unless you measured up to His standard of
perfection. Maybe your father or other authority figures were overly critical and didn't believe in
you or your capabilities. The list goes on.
We must also consider that the world in which we live is under the sway and the influence
of the enemy of our faith—Satan. (1 John 5:19) His goal is to give us an immensely distorted view
of who God is so that we will have no affection or desire towards Him. No wonder so many
people have a distaste for God.
The truth is, how you perceive God will affect how you relate to Him. Therefore, it is of the
utmost importance that we have a correct Biblical view of who God is. It is vital that we see and
perceive God in the way in which He has revealed Himself through His Word because every
aspect of His Word is pure and equips us to be complete in Him. (Psalm 119:140, Proverbs 30:5,
2Timothy 3:16) A correct Biblical view allows us to see and perceive God as a person who likes us
and loves us no matter what we have done. The following Scripture reveals the bottom line of
how God genuinely thinks about each one of us as individuals.
Jeremiah 29:11 For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the LORD, thoughts of
peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope.
When we begin to perceive God in the same way in which He perceives us, there is an
agreement in the Spirit that brings us to a deeper level of intimacy and understanding with Him.
This new level of intimacy causes us to seek Him with a full heart of assurance, coming boldly

into His presence rather than shrinking back in fear and intimidation. The next two verses from
Jeremiah reveal this:
Jeremiah 29:12-13 Then you will call upon Me and go and pray to Me, and I will listen to
you.13And you will seek Me and find Me when you search for Me with all your heart.
A true revelation of God in His transcendent and personal attributes will help us appreciate
and place a greater value on our new relationship with our Father in heaven. It will enable us to
embrace, willingly, the mind and attitudes of Christ—the divine nature of God.
We ultimately become a reflection of who we believe God to be. Many Christians
misrepresent God because they lack a true revelation and understanding of who He is. Jesus
came as the perfect representation of the Father because He knew Him in all of His transcendent
and personal attributes. He came to reveal the true heart of the Father. (Hebrews 1:3)
The world lacks an understanding of who the Father is because they only see what the
enemy of our faith is showing them—a false perception. We are to be a city set on a hill that
allows the world to see the reflection of the Father as He shines forth through our lives.
As we come to know the Father in all of His wonderful attributes, we discover He desires to
share His attributes with us by allowing us to be partakers of His divine nature. He encourages us
to do so by giving us the many promises in His Word as seen in the following Scripture. As a
result, we reflect His glory just as Jesus did.
2Peter1:4 "by which have been given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, that
through these you may be partakers of the divine nature..."
As we begin to embrace and walk in the wonderful promises God has given to us through
His Word, His divine nature begins to take root with His characteristics showing forth as new
fruit. As we continue in our pilgrimage, we are changed into His image from glory to glory. (2
Corinthians 3:17-18)

The kingdom life we experience has the power to transform our lives. There is a whole new
level of freedom and deliverance that comes from each paradigm shift. (2Corinthians 3:17) Not
only do we receive the motivation to change, but we also gain the power to change. We realize
we are no longer slaves to sin but now renewed from the power of the kingdom within. (Romans
6:19-20)

Ephesians 1:19 "...and what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe,
according to the working of His mighty power."

The Transcendent Attributes of God
With this in mind, let’s take a look at the transcendent attributes of God—meaning God is
above all, and distinct from all He has made. God has revealed all of His transcendent attributes
through His Word. The transcendent and personal attributes of God help us to see the reality of
who He is and His ability to transform our lives from our mundane carnal limitations to who He
has created us to be in Christ. (This section was adapted from “The knowledge of the Holy” by A. W. Tozer)
Without the transcendent and personal attributes of God taking root in our lives, we will
have a hard time getting started. It will be difficult to see the beauty and wonder of the path that
lies before us. We will lack the motivation, wisdom, and understanding to tackle some of the
more challenging aspects of this journey. It will be a dull and mundane existence on a path that
only leads to being saved so as by fire. (1Corinthians 3:14-16) Frankly, I’m not quite sure what that
means; but I’m quite certain I don’t want to find out.

The Holy Spirit of God, the third person of the Godhead, lives and resides within us. It is He
who enables us to have the mind of Christ or the divine nature of God. He continually searches
out the heart of the Father to reveal the deep things of the Father. (1Corinthians 2:9-11)
As we take a few moments to focus on what God’s transcendent and personal attributes are,
we will see how they affect us. It is as we meditate on the beauty of who God is that all of our
misconceptions of Him begin to fade away.
Psalm 27:4 One thing I have desired of the Lord, that will I seek: that I may dwell in the house of
the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to inquire in His temple.
God is Self-Existent. What does this mean and how does it affect our lives? In reality, it
means God has life in Himself. (John 5:26) God is not a created being. He has no beginning nor
ending. God’s self-existence can be hard to grasp, as our lives have both a beginning and an end
as far as life here on earth is concerned. As created beings, we have life because God created us,
but God solely exists because of Himself. We draw our energy from God and owe our lives to
Him, but He has infinite power from Himself and owes His life to no one.
Psalm 90:2 Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever You had formed the earth and the
world, even from everlasting to everlasting, You are God.
The fact that God has endless energy in Himself is what separates Him from His creation.
He is the Supreme Being and the source of all other beings. Because of this, He is only one we
are to worship.
To live life to its fullest, we must depend upon His power and His self-existence; for it is in
Him that we live and move. Just as God breathed breath into Adam and he became a living
being, so we have our life. Without God, we wouldn’t exist.
Acts. 17:28 "For in him we live, and move, and have our being, as also some of your own poets
have said, ‘For we are also His offspring.’
Our lives are affected by God’s self-existence to a greater degree when we willingly
acknowledge and make Him our sufficiency. As a result, we enter into all that He has provided
and prepared for us as we journey forward. He will continually supply the grace that is needed as
we navigate through life’s great mysteries. In fact, God, our Father, will abundantly pour into our
lives as we are faithful to adhere to the path before us.
2Corinthians 5:8 And God is able to make all grace abound toward you, that you, always having
all sufficiency in all things, may have an abundance for every good work.
God is Spirit. God exists on a different plane from us and is not subject to the limitations of
a physical body in the way that we are. Because God is Spirit, He is not physical or material, but
is intensely personal and can be worshiped only at an individual level—from our spirit to His.
John 4:24 God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.
It is as we worship God in spirit and truth that He pours into our spirit and souls through the
Holy Spirit. We then receive all that He has prepared for us. As we journey forward, we will
come to many places in which we will need His provision and divine enablement to make it from
one location to another. It is as we open our hearts and minds to Him through worship that He
freely pours into us what we need.
When we fail to worship God and acknowledge His greatness in our lives, we begin to walk
in our sufficiency and get stuck on the path to the degree that it disappears before us. We then
wander around from place to place without any direction and become somewhat disengaged and
lost. We wonder, “Why am I not being daily loaded with His benefits and going without rather
than enjoying the abundant life He promised?”

The beautiful thing about God is, once we recognize we have lost our way, all we have to do
is repent. As we turn to Him, we allow His sufficiency to be our guide. He is always gracious
and full of mercy towards us.
God is One. What does this mean and how does God being One affect our lives? There is
only One God; however, He exists in three different persons: the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit.
1John 5:7 For there are three that bear witness in heaven: the Father, the Word, and the Holy
Spirit; and these three are one.
The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit are not three separate gods, but rather three
manifestations of the same God—equally important. For example, in our relationship with God,
we need all three personalities of the Godhead to complete us. Our access to God the Father is
through Jesus Christ, the Son, by the Holy Spirit. (Ephesians 2:18) When Jesus went to heaven, He
sent the Holy Spirit to live within us. The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit always work
together with purpose.
The Godhead is evidenced by references to all three persons such as in Matthew 28:19
where it says we are to be baptized in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. God also
refers to Himself as plural in Genesis 1:26 where it says, “Let Us make man in Our image.”
(Note: I have chosen to use the word “Godhead” instead of Trinity because the word “Trinity” even though a good
word in describing the Godhead, is not in the Bible.)

The Hebrew word for “One” in relationship to “One God” is “Echad.” It is a compound
word meaning united, altogether, together, such as one body with many members. The Godhead
has one will with the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit working together in complete oneness,
harmony and unity with each other. Though aspects of God’s work are often attributed more to
one than the other, in every case the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit are working in
agreement, whether in creation, redemption, or regeneration.
The Tri-Unity of God or the Godhead is clearly seen through His creation as the apostle Paul
expresses in the first chapter of Romans. We see the sun, moon and stars as representatives of the
Godhead. (For more information on the godhead see http://kenbirks.com/godhead.html)
Romans 1:20 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being
understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are
without excuse.
How is the Godhead clearly seen in creation? Let’s think about this for a moment. What is it
about the sun that so clearly represents Father God? Just as all light and energy emanate from the
Father, so it is with the sun. We have already seen that God has life in Himself and draws His
endless energy from Himself. We also know from the book of Revelation, in Heaven, there will
be no need for the sun as all light will emanate from Him. (Revelation 21:23) What about the
moon? How does the moon represent Jesus, the Son of God? Just as the moon reflects the glory
of the sun, so Jesus reflects the glory of the Father. He is the radiance of God’s glory and the
exact representation of His being. (Hebrews 1:1-4 (NIV), John 14:9) What is it about the stars that
represent the Holy Spirit? It’s the Holy Spirit who represents the omnipresence of God. Just as
the stars of heaven are everywhere, the Holy Spirit is everywhere. (Psalm 139:7-10)
When we connect with Jesus Christ, the Son, we connect to the fullness of the Godhead
bodily. As a result, we receive all that God has made available to us through His Son.
Colossians 2:9-10 For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily, and you are
complete in Him who is the head of all principality and power.

God is Eternal. God, in His infinite wisdom, chose to reveal Himself to humanity as an
eternal God. He is a being without beginning or ending, an uncreated, infinite Creator. He has
also set eternity in our hearts.
Psalm 90:2 Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever You had formed the earth and
world, even from everlasting to everlasting, You are God.
Ecclesiastes 3:11(NIV) He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity in
the human heart, yet no once can fathom what God has done from beginning to end.
It’s difficult to grasp the concept of God being eternal at times because we have a beginning
and an ending on earth. God sees everything from His eternal perspective. As He imparts His
divine nature into our spirits, we catch glimpses of His eternal life and the destiny He has for us.
As we adjust our thoughts to God’s whose are much higher and loftier than anything we can
imagine, the mind of Christ allows us to see our lives from the eternal perspective. The Holy
Spirit continually searches the heart of the Father to reveal this eternal perspective into our
spirits.
Eternity is a part of God’s character and who He is rather than a state of being. The Biblical
concept of "eternal life" is more than immortality and involves not only the soul but also the
body. From creation, humanity was made for never-ending life, not for death.
Isaiah 57:15 For thus says the High and Lofty One Who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy:
"I dwell in the high and holy place, with him who has a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the
spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones.
A heart of humility will bring spiritual awakening and revival to those who are in a
relationship with the God of eternity. He will continually revive our hearts as the above Scripture
says. With it comes the proper ordering of our lives during our pilgrimage. As we move forward,
a right perspective of God takes root in our lives. It is as we embrace this new kingdom
perspective that our spiritual beings are being transformed from the kingdom of darkness into the
kingdom of His Son in every aspect of our lives. (Colossians 1:9-13)
God is eternal and not bound by time. Having always existed, He sees the past and the future
as clearly as the present. With this perspective, God has a better understanding of what is best for
our lives. Knowing this, we should willingly trust Him because He knows every aspect of our
journey. Even though the path may seem mysterious and unseen to us, God always sees it clearly
and is there to guide us through every twist and turn as we navigate through the dangers and
pitfalls that come our way.
God is Immutable, which means He is unchangeable in nature, meaning we can fully trust
in Him. He is totally reliable. Think about someone in your life you can depend on who is
entirely reliable as a person. It gives you a sense of peace and security knowing they will always
be there for you. Magnify this by an infinite number and you will begin to understand what
God’s Immutability means to you in your relationship with Him.
Malachi 3:6 “For I am the Lord, I do not change; therefore you are not consumed, O sons of
Jacob.
As members of the human race, we all have our good moments and bad moments, but with
God, this is not true. He continually remains the same. He doesn’t go through times of being
stronger or weaker but consistently remains constant, never losing or gaining power. His
character is unchanging, with His truth and plans remaining constant as well.
Psalm 33:11 The counsel of the LORD stands forever, the plans of His heart to all generations.
Psalms 89:34 My covenant I will not break, nor alter the word that has gone out of My lips.

God has established His ways by His perfect character with His purposes remaining
unchangeable. What God does in time is already settled in eternity based upon the counsel of His
wisdom and will. We can take great security in the fact that what God has stated in His Word
concerning the end of the age and other futuristic events will come to pass just as He has
proclaimed it. It doesn’t matter what kind of plans the nations of the world come up with; they
are all under the immutability of a God who cannot lie nor alter the word that has gone forth
from His lips. (Psalm 89:34)
Hebrews 6:17-18 Thus God, determining to show more abundantly to the heirs of promise the
immutability of His counsel, confirmed it by an oath, 18that by two immutable things, in which it
is impossible for God to lie, we might have strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay
hold of the hope that is set before us.
Even more than this, His immutability should bring peace and security to our hearts as we
realize God never differs from Himself. How many times have you wanted to share something
important with a loved one or a friend, but shirked back from doing so because you weren’t sure
of their mood? We don’t need to wonder whether God will be in a good mood or not. His attitude
never changes. He is always receptive to whatever we are going through whether it’s misery or
need. He’s always there full of love, patience, and mercy towards us because His attitude never
changes. He gives us the freedom and liberty to come boldly into His presence. No matter what it
may have been that caused us to think we may have offended Him in some way, His thoughts
towards us remain constant. King David is a great example of someone who would often come to
God pouring out his complaints, knowing God was unchangeable in His attitude. (Psalm 55:2,
142:2)

God’s attitude towards us as sinners has never changed since the fall of Adam and Eve. Just
as the blood of goats and lambs were used to make atonement for sins in the Old Testament,
Jesus became the sacrificial Lamb for our souls by covering our sins. (Psalm 55:2, 142:2) Jesus, the
Lamb of God, had to shed His blood for the atonement of our souls. And now, today, He is
continually stretching forth His hands and crying, "Come to Me, all who are weary and heavyladen, and I will give you rest." (Matthew 11:28)
There are times in our journey when we fall hard and even injure ourselves through our sin
and stubbornness. As a result, we often wonder if we have the strength to get up and continue the
journey. Many go astray and fall away because they feel condemned and full of shame because
of the false concepts they have of God. However, it is through our understanding of the beauty
and wonder of who God is that we keep our feet firmly on the path. We can run boldly towards
Him rather than shrink back in condemnation, guilt, and shame. (Romans 8:1)
We continually discover Jesus is there with His arms held wide open to us saying, “Come to
Me, and I will give you rest.”
God is Omnipotent, which means He is all powerful. Although God places limitations on
His power to give us free will, He possesses what no person or creation possess. He alone is
incomprehensible and inexhaustible in power. There is absolutely nothing that is too difficult for
Him.
Revelation 19:6 And I heard, as it were, the voice of a great multitude, as the sound of many
waters and as the sound of mighty thunderings, saying, "Alleluia! For the Lord God Omnipotent
reigns!
The above declaration of unlimited power is proclaimed by those who are standing before
God in eternity with a clear view of His magnitude, majesty, and glory. They have seen and

experienced God in all of His glory and power are now proclaiming it unto us so that we are
convinced as well.
Jeremiah 32:17 Ah, Lord GOD! Behold, You have made the heavens and the earth by Your great
power and outstretched arm. There is nothing too hard for You.
Knowing and understanding God’s omnipotence gives us faith to believe in the miraculous.
There is nothing too difficult for God to perform on our behalf or through us as we believe in His
omnipotence.
As Revivalist Winkie Pratney says, “Make things hard on God and easy on you.” In other
words, don’t be afraid to ask God to do hard things while making it easy on you to follow
through with what His desires are towards you.
Ephesians 1:19-20 and what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe,
according to the working of His mighty power 20which He worked in Christ when He raised Him
from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places.
Satan underestimated God’s power and authority, which resulted in his loss of position and
influence after God cast him to the earth like lightning. (Luke 10:18) Let us not underestimate the
power and influence we have through our relationship with God. The journey ahead demands
that His power and authority are active in us. There is nothing too hard for God. Because we are
His sons and daughters, we are linked with His ability and omnipotence and can draw from it as
needed.
God is Omnipresent, which means He’s unlimited by space and time. He’s everywhere at
all times and is available to every believer and non-believers when they call upon the Lord.
Psalm 139:7-10 Where can I go from Your Spirit? Or where can I flee from Your presence? 8If I
ascend into heaven, You are there; If I make my bed in hell, behold, You are there. 9If I take the
wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, 10even there Your hand shall
lead me, and Your right hand shall hold me.
The Holy Spirit has been eternally present with the Father and the Son throughout eternity.
When we are born again, the Holy Spirit comes to reside within us. As a result, we encounter His
presence at particular times to minister in various gifts and carry out specific God-ordained tasks.
The Holy Spirit is everywhere as He brings God’s presence to every part of creation. Escaping
God's presence is impossible. When you need Him, He’s already with you.
God is Omniscient, which means He knows all things, past present and future and delights
in imparting His knowledge unto His people.
Years ago, I was sharing with one of my Bible teachers that I wasn’t sure what God was
calling me to do or be. His response was, “It’s not in God’s best interest to keep things a secret
from you.” This simple statement changed how I looked at God and His ability to reveal things
to me.
Keep in mind; God delights in opening the eyes of our understanding so that we can
perceive how He wants to work on our behalf. Because of His omniscience, He will show us all
things including things to come. The Holy Spirit within us is always searching the heart of the
Father to reveal these things to us. (Ephesians 1:17, 1Corinthians 2:9-10, Hebrews 4:13)
God knows the past, present, and future. It was through foreknowledge that God saw the fall
of Adam, resulting in humanity’s reconciliation through Jesus, the Lamb of God. The crucifixion
and resurrection were predestinated events set in motion by God’s foreknowledge or
omniscience.

1Peter 1:18-20 knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold,
from your aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers, 19but with the precious blood
of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot. 20He indeed was foreordained before
the foundation of the world but was manifest in these last times for you.
Just as God had a plan for humanity, He also sets things in motion for us based on His
ability to see our lives as we move forward in Him. We simply need to open our eyes to the
wonder and mystery of how He is working in our lives. He is Omniscient and knows all things.

The Personal Attributes of God
God is Love. It’s important for us to be rooted and grounded in God’s love with an
understanding of the width, length, depth and height of His great love for us. (Ephesians 3:17-19)
That’s a lot to grasp, but the rewards are worth what we will experience in the process.
1John 3:1 Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be called
children of God! Therefore, the world does not know us, because it did not know Him.
God based His love on the fact that He loved us in our most unlovable condition–when we
were still in rebellion towards Him. He sought us out while we were doing everything we could
to hide from Him.
Romans 5:8 But God demonstrates His love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ
died for us.
Luke 19:10 for the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.
Knowing God’s great love should cause us to have an overwhelming sense of love and
gratitude towards Him by loving Him with all of our heart, soul, and minds. (Matthew 22:37 God’s
love is dealt with in greater detail in Chapter six) He who is forgiven much loves much. (Luke 7:47)
God is Holy with a perfection of purity that fills us with awe. He reveals His holiness in the
fact that when Adam and Eve sinned, He expelled them from the Garden and were cursed to live
outside of it. They now had to work and toil. Even though God could not tolerate sin, He
provided atonement for their sin by shedding the blood of an animal and covering them with its
skin. Thus began the story of redemption and atonement through spilled blood. In God’s
holiness, He has always provided a way for His children to come to Him in spite of their sin.
Leviticus 17:11 For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it to you upon the altar
to make atonement for your souls; for it is the blood that makes atonement for the soul.
If it weren’t for the beauty of God’s grace accomplished through Jesus Christ, we would not
be able to approach God. In His mercy, He made a way for us to approach Him without shame or
guilt.
Hebrews 4:16 Let us, therefore, come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy
and find grace to help in time of need.
The blood shed by Jesus as a result of His crucifixion on the cross presents us before the
Father as righteous and perfect in that He has perfected forever those who are being sanctified.
(Hebrews 10:14) It is because of this that we can stand in His presence with an imputed
righteousness and holiness we could never have accomplished on our own.
2Corinthians 5:21 For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the
righteousness of God in Him.
We will never be any more holy and righteous than we are in God’s eyes right now. As a
result, you don’t have to stay on a performance treadmill to please God. You’re already perfect

because of His imputed righteousness towards you. Performance is nothing more than your own
righteousness trying to please God.
God is merciful and full of grace. Jesus came to reveal the glory of the Father in grace,
truth, and mercy. Through His mercy we obtain mercy. (Romans 11:31)
A great example of God's mercy is the story of Jesus and the woman caught in adultery.
(John 8:10-11) Rather than condemn her, He reached out in perfect love, compassion, and mercy,
which allowed the goodness of God to lead her to repentance.
No matter what we have done, we can always come boldly to the Throne of Grace to receive
mercy from God, who sympathizes with our weaknesses. (Hebrews 4:14-16) He leads us to
repentance in whatever area we are struggling when we allow His goodness to fill our hearts. He
is full of love, mercy, and grace flowing from His goodness. In the very fiber of His being, God
is tenderhearted, sympathetic and delights in pouring blessings into our lives. (Psalm 68:19)
God takes great pleasure in your happiness and well-being. As you dwell on His goodness
and mercy, the invisible path becomes visible. You can see without doubt and unbelief the plans
He has for your life. You can now step out in faith, knowing that God is for you and nothing is
against you. (Romans 8:31)
There is nothing about our lives that surprises Him. He has seen our lives from beginning to
end and still demonstrates His great love towards us.
Romans 5:8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners,
Christ died for us.
It is this act of love from God that gives us the confidence we need to stay on the path that
leads to fulfilling our destiny and purpose in Him. When we fully grasp the significance of how
much God loves and likes us, even in our most darkened and corrupt states, we receive the
confidence and assurance to find forgiveness and move forward in His grace and mercy with a
lightness in our steps.
Francis Anfuso writes in his book, “Perfectly Positioned,” (francisanfuso.com) “How can we
who are not only guilty but morally filthy possibly be holy in the sight of God, Who knows our
every motive and thought as well as our words and actions? The answer is that because of our
union with Christ, God sees His holiness as our holiness. When God the Father looks at us, He
doesn’t see our miserable performance. Instead, He sees the perfect performance of Jesus. And
because of the perfect holiness of Jesus, He sees us as holy and without blemish.”
God is Wisdom. A.W. Tozer writes, “God realizes the best designs by the best possible
means. He cannot make a mistake. He is all wise.” He then goes on to define wisdom as “the
ability to devise perfect ends and to achieve those ends by the most perfect means."
Psalm 104:24 O LORD, how manifold are Your works! In wisdom, You have made them all. The
earth is full of Your possessions;
Another quote from A.W. Tozer says, “All of God’s acts are done in wisdom because of the
integration of these attributes of His being. He is not tainted by sin or selfishness; His actions
are motivated by the awareness of ultimate good; He sees and knows all that can be seen and
known. Because His understanding is infinite, His wisdom is boundless.”
In conclusion, everything we have seen in the heart of the Father has been revealed to us
through the life and ministry of Jesus Christ. He came to reveal the heart of the Father. Jesus
manifested all of these characteristics through the ministry of the Holy Spirit in His life. He was
given the Holy Spirit without measure.
Jesus said to one of His disciples when asked to show us the Father, “You’ve been with me
all this time, Philip, and you still don’t understand? To see Me is to see the Father. So how can

you ask, ‘Where is the Father?’ Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and the Father is in
Me?” (John 14:8-10 MSG)
As created beings, we were created in the image of God which allows us to experience His
divine attributes as well. All that is revealed by the Father has to pass through our unperfected
state of being, giving us glimpses into unfathomable depths of God. It is His Word working with
the Spirit of God that allows us to see Him as He is.
Ask the Father to reveal His heart to you as you search the Scriptures to discover His
greatness and divine nature. It is as we discover who God is through the Scriptures that we come
to know Him as He has revealed Himself to us.
As we have seen, God’s greatness is beyond discovery. His desire is for us to discover His
creative beauty in each of our lives, which helps to point us towards our destiny and keeps us on
track as we journey along the path that holds the keys to our future. May the beauty and the
fascination of the Lord be with us as we journey towards our destiny in Him!

*****

A New Beginning
The Journey Begins
Chapter Two
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all
things have become new—2Corinthians 5:17
The Christian journey begins when are genuinely born again and translated from the
kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of the Son. As a result, a great opportunity lies before us.
We are given the keys to the kingdom and receive access to the wonders of God’s grace that
leads us onto the invisible and mysterious path that lies before us.
You are on a journey in which you will experience the fullness God intended for your life as
your spiritual eyes are enlightened to this new paradigm of thinking God has purposed for you.
(Ephesians 1:17-18)

The Bible refers to our common salvation experience as a great salvation of which Old
Testament prophets and righteous men and even angels desired to look into, but could not
experience. (Matthew 13:16, 2Peter 1:12) We, now, have the privilege of experiencing something
these great heroes of our faith were never able to experience. Paul writes to the Ephesians, “We
are now partakers of the mystery of Christ, which was not made known to people in other
generations as it has now revealed by the Spirit of God’s holy apostles and prophets.”
(Paraphrased form Ephesians 3:4-5) We are being drawn into the heart of God in a way that they were
never able to.

Having the Eyes of our Understanding Opened
As we allow the Holy Spirit to open our eyes to the wonders that we find on the path God
has for us, we are able to appreciate all that He has given to us. We now have all things that
pertain life and godliness. (2Peter 1:3) All that we will ever need is on this path that leads to the
unforeseen purposes of God. It is as we are bold enough to take the steps that lead into this
invisible kingdom realm that we experience all that God has intended for us.
Are you ready for such a journey? If so, may God bless you mightily as you allow the Holy
Spirit to open the eyes of your understanding so that you can move forward in faith towards an
unknown destiny!
Before our salvation experience, our minds were trained to respond according to our
carnality and logical reasoning. Now that we have been born again and made new, God’s desire
is for us to learn how to live and function according to faith and being spiritually minded. As
spiritual beings, we can no longer lean on our understanding. (Proverbs 3:5) As we purpose to see
with the eyes of our understanding, the Holy Spirit is within us to illuminate the path and direct
our steps more correctly unto Him.
As we see and hear through our spirit, our lives are then shaped by that which is invisible
rather than that which is visible. It is when we see and hear through our spirit that we connect
with the power and victory that allows us to find our way through the maze of the world. We can
see the invisible forces of God and His kingdom at work in our lives, which gives us the
confidence we need to accept whatever comes our way.

Getting Started
Getting started on the path of life begins with a salvation experience from a God who is rich
in mercy. He fills us with faith, hope and love while daily loading us with benefits. (Psalm 68:19)
Having heard the joyful sound that comes from the Throne of Grace, we begin to walk with great
joy and enthusiasm as we embrace the new nature God is pouring into us. As a result, our old
nature and ways begin to dissipate. We enter into a new sense of invincibility which gives us the
courage to start the journey wherein lies our destiny that is yet to unfold before our eyes.
Our salvation experience is a result of our belief in Jesus Christ. (Romans 10:9-10) We must
believe that He is much more than a great prophet or teacher. He is the Son of God, the
manifestation of God in the flesh, who came to give His life as a ransom for our sins. (John 1:1,14,
3:16) He did this by dying on the cross, rising from the dead and then ascending into Heaven
from where He came.
As the Scriptures so clearly say, “He is the only way to the Father, and there is no other
name under heaven given among men by which we experience salvation.” (John 14:6, Acts 4:12)
1Timothy 2:5-6 For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ
Jesus, 6who gave Himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time,
One of the most astonishing facts concerning Christ and the atonement He made for our sins
is that He became sin for us. Jesus, who was without sin, was filled with sin as He hung on the
cross and cried out to the Father in agony, “Why have You forsaken Me?”
Because Jesus was full of the sins of the world, His Father could no longer look upon Him.
The close intimacy He continually experienced with Him during His time on earth was no longer
there. As a result, He died a sinner’s death and became our righteousness. Because Jesus died for
our sins, we are now totally righteous in Him. Those who are sanctified, He has perfected forever
in one act. (Hebrews 10:14)
2Corinthians 5:21 For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the
righteousness of God in Him.
Many years ago I came across a tract that explains the punishment that Christ bore on our
behalf. Here it is. It’s called, “Justice.” The author is unknown.

Justice
At the end of time, millions of people were scattered on a great plain before God's throne.
Some of the group near the front talked heatedly – not with cringing shame but with
belligerence. "How can God judge us? How can He know about suffering?" snapped a joking
brunette. She jerked back a sleeve to reveal a tattooed number from a Nazi concentration camp.
"We endured terror, beatings, torture, and death!"
In another group, a black man lowered his collar. "What about this?" he demanded,
showing an ugly rope burn. Lynched for no other crime but being black! "We suffocated in slave
ships, were wrenched from loved ones, and toiled until only death gave release."
Far out across the plain were hundreds of such groups. Each had a complaint against God
for the evil and suffering He had permitted in His world. How lucky God was to live in heaven
where all was sweetness and light, where there was no weeping, no fear, no hunger, and no
hatred. Indeed, what did God know about what man had been forced to endure in this world?
And after all, God leads a pretty sheltered life, they said.
So each group sent out a leader, chosen because he had suffered the most. There was a Jew,
a Black, an untouchable from India, an illegitimate, a person from Hiroshima and one from a

Siberian slave camp. In the center of the plain, they consulted each other. At last, they were
ready to present their case. It was rather simple: before God could be their judge, He must
endure what they endured. Their decision was that God should be sentenced to live on earth—as
a man!
But, because He was God, they set certain safeguards to be sure He could not use His divine
powers to help Himself. Let Him be born to a hated minority. Let the legitimacy of His birth be
doubted so that no one will know who His father is. Let Him champion a cause so just, but so
radical, that it brings down upon Him the hate, the condemnation and eliminating efforts of
every major traditional and established religious authority. Let His dearest friends betray him.
Let Him be indicted on false charges, tried before a prejudiced jury and convicted by a cowardly
judge. Let Him see what it is to be terribly alone and entirely abandoned by every living thing.
Let Him be tortured and let him die the most humiliating death—with common thieves.
As each leader announced his portion of the sentence, loud murmurs of approval went up
from the great throng of people. When the last had finished pronouncing sentence, there was a
long silence. No one uttered another word. No one moved. For suddenly all knew: God already
had served His sentence.
God served His sentence in the person of His Son, Jesus Christ. Jesus got a bad deal. The
Bible says He took your sin and my sin on Himself and offered back His righteousness. He died
so that we might have life. The wages or price of sin is misery, guilt, lack of peace of mind, death
and hell. But Jesus died on the cross to save us from that sin so that we might have real peace,
abundant life, and eternal life.
We despised Him and rejected Him—a man of sorrows, acquainted with bitterest grief. We
turned our backs on Him and looked the other way when He went by. He was despised, and we
didn't care. It was our grief He bore, our sorrows that weighed Him down. And we thought His
troubles were a punishment from God, for His sins! But He was wounded and bruised for our
sins. He was chastised that we might have peace; He was lashed—and we were healed! (Isaiah
53:3-10 Living Bible)

~
The Father Deals with us as Individuals
For all of us who have come to know Christ, we have our stories to tell. The Father deals
with each one of us as individuals whom He has created. We have been fearfully and
wonderfully created by Him, our Creator, and He knows every aspect of our lives.
Psalm 139:13-16 For You formed my inward parts; You covered me in my mother's womb. 14I
will praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; marvelous are Your works, and that my
soul knows very well. 15My frame was not hidden from You when I was made in secret and
skillfully wrought in the lowest parts of the earth. 16Your eyes saw my substance, being yet
unformed. And in Your book they all were written, the days fashioned for me, when as yet there
were none of them.
When the Father draws us unto Christ, we must make the choice to either accept or reject
Him. We must either acknowledge Him as the Lord of our lives or harden our hearts to the truth
He desires to impart. The beautiful thing about God is that He never gives up on us, but is
longsuffering towards us and continually woos us into His presence.
Psalms 86:15 But You, O Lord, are a God full of compassion, and gracious, longsuffering and
abundant in mercy and truth.

Thankfully, God was very patient with me. I was very stubborn, continually resisting His
wooing until I was broken and worn out from the resistance. His longsuffering won out over my
resistance as I surrendered to His Lordship. Thus, my journey with Christ began.
I have often likened my journey to a fisherman who is trying to land the big fish. When it
first bites at the bait and gets the hook into its mouth, the fisherman jerks the line and sets the
hook. He then lets the fish run with the line for a while before slowly reeling it in. He may repeat
this process several times until the poor fish is worn out from the fight and finally succumbs to
the net that either lands him on shore or in the boat.
With me, it took three long years after getting the hook in my mouth. I was in Vietnam and
had been heavily involved in drugs when one day I experienced violent convulsions from getting
a shot of penicillin. The penicillin must have reacted to all of the drugs I had been taking. Later
that evening I received a vision of my life flashing before me. It became one of the strongest
defining moments I would ever experience to date.
Even though raised in a healthy Christian environment and making several false starts at
trying to be a Christian as a child, I never fully surrendered to the Lord. As a result, during my
teenage years and early 20s, I rebelled quite strongly to the upbringing I had. I allowed the world
and drugs to get a death grip on my soul and became a very deceived, lost, and wandering soul. I
tried to fill my life with everything except what God wanted. I have written about this period of
my life in another book titled, “The Adventures of Space and Hobo.”
I came to understand the longsuffering of God. He never gave up on me even though I was
in rebellion to Him. He continually reminded me that He was there watching over me and even
protecting me from myself. He would reel me in from time to time to remind me He was still
watching over me, only to let go again, but never completely releasing me. He is a gracious and
compassionate God, who loves us even in our most disgusting states of mind.
Romans 5:8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners,
Christ died for us.
At the end of this season, I was on the verge of totally losing it. I was a broken and tattered
vessel who had lost all sense of reality. I was a burned out hippie freak with no sense of purpose.
I had become lost in isolation.
In my memoir, I wrote, “I knew in spite of my heart being somewhat disengaged, the seed
was still there, and I did not want to lose it. However, I also didn’t sense that I was ready to
become one of His followers at this point in my life wholeheartedly. It was interesting, though,
how the Lord would bring me in touch from time to time with what was happening in the Jesus
people culture.”
“In some unique and mysterious way, I did sense God was leading me in spite of my
stubbornness and refusal to submit to Him. Sensing God was still with me gave me a feeling of
peace, just knowing that He was being longsuffering with me and hadn’t given up on me. But the
question was, how long would He continue to allow me to have my way?”
I eventually came to a place where I sensed the time had come when God was going to reel
me in for the final catch, or I was going to break the line of communication and be given over to
the hardness of my heart. It was during this season I discovered how God leads us to repentance
through His goodness and mercy.
Romans 2:4 or do you despise the riches of His goodness, forbearance, and longsuffering, not
knowing that the goodness of God leads you to repentance?
Over the next three months, I experienced the goodness of God leading me to genuine
repentance. It culminated one Sunday morning, when my family had invited me to attend my

niece’s baby dedication. I kneeled at the altar in the church I had grown up in and fully
surrendered to Jesus.
God is no respecter of persons. His call goes out to everyone. It went out to me—a poor lost
and wandering soul who had been in rebellion towards Him and continually goes out to everyone
regardless of their state of mind. Salvation through Jesus Christ is a gift from God that is all
inclusive, meaning He died for everyone, not just a chosen few.
John 3:16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes
in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.
When the Bible says, “Whoever believes in Him has eternal life,” it means God is no
respecter of persons. He died for everyone so that we can all claim for ourselves salvation in
Christ. Our part is to believe in Him.
Hebrews 2:9 But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, for the suffering of
death crowned with glory and honor, that He, by the grace of God, might taste death for
everyone.
Romans 5:18 Therefore, as through one man's offense judgment came to all men, resulting in
condemnation, even so through one Man's righteous act the free gift came to all men, resulting in
justification of life.
Since all humanity came under judgment in Adam, all mankind must come, at least, into the
possibility of eternal life in Jesus Christ. It’s when we come to a place of brokenness and
humility in our lives that the Father can begin to draw our hearts unto His Son, the Lord Jesus
Christ.
Psalm 138:6 though the LORD is on high, yet He regards the lowly, but the proud He knows
from afar.
Psalm 34:18 The LORD is near to those who have a broken heart, and saves such as have a
contrite spirit.
It was during this season that I was on the verge of totally losing it. I was a burned out
hippie freak now being drawn into the heart of Jesus by God our Father. (John 6:44) As a result, I
came to a place of complete belief and trust in the reality of who Jesus is.
It’s as we come to this place in our lives and sincerely believe with all of our hearts that God
raised Jesus from the dead that we are born again, and our journey into this wonderful, invisible
and spiritual path begins.
Romans 10:9-10 (NASB) that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord and believe in your
heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; 10for with the heart a person
believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation.
The key is that we must believe with our heart. The word “believe” is a verb, meaning there
is action involved. Our heart must be involved. Heart-felt belief is much more than just
intellectual knowledge. The Bible says even the demons in hell believe. (James 2:19-20) Heart-felt
belief is when your whole life comes into alignment with what you think. You adhere to it.

Jesus is the Mediator between Man and God
As mentioned earlier, every one of us begins our life with a natural birth. Jesus referred to
this birth as being "born of water”—the natural birth that comes forth as a result of a woman’s
water breaking during childbirth. (John 3:1-9) Through Adam, sin entered into this world. Because
of his sin, all humanity is separated from God, and therefore, has a need for a Savior. Jesus is the
Savior of humanity and the only mediator between man and God, which is why He is the only

way to man's salvation. There is no other way no matter how hard one may try. (1 Timothy 2:5-6,
Acts 4:12 John 14:6)

Salvation is a gift from God, and there are no amount of good works we can do to earn it.
It's Free! Salvation has nothing to do with whether we deserve it or not. It has
nothing to do with how good we are or have been. It is God’s unmerited favor bestowed upon us
in spite of ourselves—a result of our belief in the person of Jesus Christ and who we believe Him
to be.
Once we accept Jesus Christ for who He is by coming to Him with repentant hearts, we are
born again of the Spirit. His Holy Spirit then comes to abide within us.
The born again experience is a very exciting time because all things become new. As we ask
forgiveness for our sins and past transgressions, we are entirely forgiven. As far as the East is
from the West, the past is completely wiped clean with the weight of sin and guilt removed from
our lives. It’s a gift from God. (1 John 1:9, Psalm 103:12, Hebrews 10:17) We become new creatures in
Christ with a brand new lease on life.
2Corinthians 5:17-19 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have
passed away; behold, all things have become new. 18Now all things are of God, who has
reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation,
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that is, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses
to them, and has committed to us the word of reconciliation.
Becoming a new creation is what sets us up to begin the greatest journey anyone could ever
ask for in this life—a journey into the mysterious and invisible realms where God exists and
invites us to join Him.
Revelation 3:20 Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the
door, I will come into him and dine with him, and he with Me.
Have you ever heard His voice? Has He been knocking at your door? If so, open your heart
to Him and allow Him into your life, and you’ll be ready for the greatest adventure of your life—
a life designed for the person God created you to be.
(Ephesians 2:6-8)

*****

The Path Less Traveled
Repentance and Conversion
Chapter Three
At that time, the disciples came to Jesus, saying, "Who then is greatest in the kingdom of
heaven?" Then Jesus called a little child to Him, set him in the midst of them, and said,
"Assuredly, I say to you, unless you are converted and become as little children, you will by no
means enter the kingdom of heaven.
Matthew 18:1-3
As wonderful and adventurous as this path may be, many will never find it. It is a hidden
path that can only found or seen by those whose eyes are enlightened. At the entrance is the
cross, which we must now pick up. As we do, we’re enlightened to all that exists on the path.
Jesus said, “he who does not take up his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me. He
who finds his life will lose it, and he who loses his life for my sake will find it.” (Matthew 10:38-39)
There are many paths to spirituality, but there is only one path that leads to eternity in
heaven with our Heavenly Father. It is the path less traveled. The only way to discover it is
through Jesus Christ and adhering to the words that came from Him as He began His ministry in
Galilee. He came preaching, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven, is at hand.” (Matthew 4:17)
Matthew 7:13-14 Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads
to destruction, and there are many who go in by it. 14Because narrow is the gate and difficult is
the way that leads to life, and few find it.
John 14:6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father
except through Me.”
Will you be one of the few who discover this path or will you be among those that spend
their lives listening to the myriad of voices within our culture and world who are screaming for
your attention? We must reject these voices if we are to discover His way.
The voices of our culture and even some of those within the church are caught up in deceit
and ignorance. They’re totally unaware of the destruction that awaits them at the end of their
path because pleasures and sensuality have numbed them. Their god is their belly, and their
glory is their shame; they have set their minds on earthly things rather than heavenly things.
(Philippians 3:18-19) Those who listen and adhere to voices that represent pleasure, sensuality, and
spiritual deception will travel down a broad path that leads to destruction and offers nothing but
an illusion of what they hoped to find.
Is this the path you desire for your life or would you rather discover the invisible and
spiritual path that leads to pleasures for evermore, the fullness of joy and a life of fulfillment in
the purposes of God? (Psalm 16:11)
Even though we have come to believe in Jesus Christ, we have choices we make every day
as we partake of the blessings that are on the path.
The apostle Paul said, “I die daily.” (1Corinthians 15:31) Taking up the cross of Christ is an
everyday thing that causes us to lose our life for the sake of the gospel.

Those who are Converted Experience Kingdom Life
Sadly, many who have come to believe in Jesus never become fully converted because of an
unwillingness to die to self and lose their life for the sake of the gospel.
Jesus says, “Assuredly, I say to you, unless you are converted and become like children, you
will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven.” (Matthew 18:3)
What God is looking for is a lifestyle of repentance and humility because this is what it takes
to keep us firmly adhering to His ways as we travel along a path that includes all things that
pertain unto life and godliness.
Sadly, it took me four long years to come to a full conversion after tasting of the wonderful
gift Jesus offered me. I was in Vietnam at the time when Jesus first got His hooks into me. I had
a near death experience and partially committed my life to Him. It took four long years before
finally surrendered to the cross. During those years, I became a very lost and wandering soul
trying to fill my life with adventure and drugs only to discover what I was looking for was
staring me in the face the whole time. Thankfully, because of God’s long-suffering and mercy
towards me, I finally came to the end of myself and fully surrendered to what God wanted to do
in my life. My life has been an exciting adventure in Christ ever since.

Many Are Being Seduced and Missing the Path
In much of Christianity, there is a lack of genuine conversion and transformation in the lives
of those who are attempting to follow Christ. Many are getting seduced by a Hollywood version
of Christianity—a watered-down version that doesn’t challenge people to put off the old nature
by being crucified to the world.
The big question is, “Have we embraced the cross of Christ or have we fallen into the false
teachings of the hour?”
Jesus said there would be many false teachers and prophets at the end of the age before His
return. Paul warned us that many would not endure sound doctrine but would turn to false
teachers with itching ears. (Matthew 24:4-5, 24, 2Timothy 4:3-4) We must realize, Satan is out to
seduce us with lies that are mixed with just enough truth to get us to bite into the deception.
In today’s Christianity there so much mixture that it’s hard to discern the truth at times. We
are to rightly divide the word of truth as Paul exhorted us to do. (2Timothy 2:15) We must know it
and own it for ourselves. Otherwise, we will fall into the false teachings of the hour. You may
wake up one morning and realize you are on the wrong path. Thankfully, once you fully submit
your heart to the Word of God and the Holy Spirit, you will once again be led back to the path of
life.
In many quarters of Christianity, the church is in the midst of similar times as to what the
nation of Israel was involved in when Jeremiah prophesied the following:
Jeremiah 5:30-31 An astonishing and horrible thing has been committed in the land: The
prophets prophesy falsely, and the priests rule by their own power, and My people love to have it
so, but what will you do in the end?
Much of the church in today’s Christianity has compromised the authority of God’s Word in
the area of repentance to draw large crowds, and the people love it so. It’s a major problem.
There’s simply too much secular philosophy being mixed in with the kingdom message of true
repentance.

What is True Repentance?
Let’s take a few moments to ponder what true repentance is. As we have seen, Jesus came
on the scene preaching, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” He commands all of us
to lay down our lives and raise the white flag of surrender to enter the kingdom of God. In other
words, we must change our minds about God, sin and the Bible and yield to His authority as
innocent children. (Matthew 18:3) Jesus has become the author of eternal salvation to all who obey
Him. (Hebrews 5:9)
True repentance is taking up the cross and following Jesus, which involves a denial of self
and embracing the pain and suffering it represents. We are to look unto Jesus, the author, and
finisher of our faith, who for the joy set before Him, endured the cross, despising its shame. We
are to consider Him who endured such hostility from sinners against Himself, lest we become
weary and discouraged. (Hebrews 12:2-3) It was Jesus who said to His disciples, “If anyone would
come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.” (Matthew 16:24) Is this
true in your life?

True Repentance is to Change the Way We Think
In the Old Testament, we find two Hebrew words describing repentance. They are nacham
and shub. Nacham means “to be sorry or come to regret something.” Shub means “to turn.” In
the New Testament, three Greek words express repentance: They are the verbs, metanoeo,
metamelomia, and the noun metanoia, which mean “a change of mind that leads to a change of
behavior.”
Repentance is to change the way we think about everything. When we adjust our
thoughts to God’s thinking, it will produce a change in the way we act. Just as Philip the
Evangelist told the Ethiopian eunuch concerning believing with our whole heart, the same
applies to us. (Acts 8:37, Romans 10:9) True repentance causes us to turn towards God
wholeheartedly. God is not interested in just a piece of our heart. He wants the whole thing.
When we turn to God with our whole heart, it will change the way we think. We must always
bear in mind, that God’s thoughts and ways are much higher than ours. (Isaiah 55:8-9)
Years ago, when I fully surrendered to God’s authority in my life, I had many strange ideas
about God and who He was. Before coming out of the hippie culture, I was immersed in a lot of
the ideas and thoughts about God that were popular during that generation. They included
reincarnation, being one with the God consciousness, and other things such as meditation and
visits from the spirit, Mescalito.
Being raised in a Bible believing family, I knew a lot of the ideas I had come in contact with
during my lost years were not Biblically sound. Even though I didn’t quit believing in some of
the things I had picked up along the way, I made a conscious decision to place everything on a
shelf, so to speak. I did not want what I was learning to have to go through the filter of my recent
past and some of the philosophical ideas I had picked up. It was in shelving my old thoughts that
allowed me to come to Christ as an innocent child, who was prepared to learn and be fully
converted. We see this in the writings of the apostle Paul.
Colossians 2:9 Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to
the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of the world, and not according to Christ.
One of the reasons many are pressing the default button instead of opting for a life filled
with adventure in the Holy Spirit is because of a lack of faith and understanding when it comes
to repentance. Hosea the Prophet reminds us that God’s people are destroyed for a lack of
knowledge. (Hosea 4:6) Many are rejecting knowledge by not adhering to the Word of God. As a

result, they end up with too much mixture and are not becoming converted as little children.
They are deceived by the watered down message of repentance coming from the pulpits of the
modern church. We must all be aware of how easy it is to be cheated through subtle and ear
tickling messages that are coming forth from the many voices clamoring for our attention in this
critical hour of the church’s destiny. Otherwise, what will we do in the end?

Repentance—A long Obedience in the Same Direction
Eugene Peterson says: “Repentance is not an emotion. It is not feeling sorry for your sins. It
is a decision. It is deciding that you have been wrong in supposing that you could manage your
own life and be your own god; it is deciding that you were wrong in thinking that you had, or
could get, the strength, education, and training to make it on your own; it is deciding that you
have been told a pack of lies about yourself and your neighbors and your world. And it is
deciding that God in Jesus Christ is telling you the truth. Repentance is a realization that what
God wants from you and what you want from God are not going to be achieved by doing the
same old things or thinking the same old thoughts. Repentance is a decision to follow Jesus
Christ and become his pilgrim in the path of peace.” (By Eugene Petersen from his book, “A Long
Obedience in the Same Direction.”)

Repentance Includes Separation From all that is Ungodly
A major part of repentance is separating from all that is ungodly, even if it means leaving
your old friends behind. Remember, repentance is coming into agreement with God and His
Word so that our minds can be conformed to His thinking. We’ve been exhorted not to be
unequally yoked together with unbelievers by coming out from among them.
2Corinthians 6:17 “Come out from among them and be separate, says the Lord. Do not touch
what is unclean, and I will receive you.” 18“I will be a Father to you, and you shall be My sons
and daughters, says the Lord Almighty.”
As a young believer, I knew by hanging out with my old friends I would be back in my sin
with one failure after another, so I made a conscious decision to separate from my pot smoking
buddies so that I could get grounded in the faith. The reality of this thinking hit home one
morning, shortly after surrendering my life to Christ. I was on my way to a college class and had
picked up one of my former buddies, who was hitchhiking and happened to be toking on a joint.
The next thing I knew, I was toking right along with him. I knew then that I wasn’t ready to be
around my former friends. My faith wasn’t strong enough. Shortly after that, some of my buddies
came by to see me and were questioning me as to why I wasn’t hanging with them any longer. I
let them know I had turned my life over to Christ and was no longer interested in hanging out
and smoking pot with them. After that, they no longer came around.
Bob Dylan once wrote a line in a song, “Gonna change my way of thinking and stop being
influenced by fools.” (From the album “Slow Train Coming” by Bob Dylan) We should ask ourselves,
“Are we being influenced by fools or are we influencing the way they think?”

Repentance Causes us to be Salt and Light
Is there ever a time to be around our former friends? Absolutely! We are to be salt and light
in their lives. (Matthew 5:13-16) The question is: are you an influencer or an influencee when you
are with them? In my case, I was still an influencee and had no business being around them. I
was hiding my light, and my salt was useless. There would come a time later on when I could be
the influencer rather than the influencee, but not then.

When we fail to make the break from our former friends, we get pulled in two directions—
the kingdom and the world. As a result, we end up with a lot of mixtures. As a pastor, I have
observed people over the years with whom I’ve had continued contact. Some are stuck in the
same sins they were dealing with when I first met them. The common denominator is that they
never gave up their worldly friends. They didn’t come out from among them to be separated as
the Word commands.

Friendship with the World is Enmity with God
James, the Lord’s brother, says it very clearly, “Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not
know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Whoever, therefore, wants to be a friend
of the world makes himself an enemy of God. Or do you think that the Scripture says in vain,
“The Spirit who dwells in us yearns jealously”? (James 4:4-6)
Jesus spent a lot of time in the presence of sinners and was perfectly at peace with them. He
knew fully well who He was and what His mission and purpose were—to seek and save those
who are lost. Jesus had no need to compromise His testimony. Sinners were drawn to the light
that emanated from Him. He was the ultimate influencer, setting at liberty the lives of those who
were bound up in sin to a life of freedom and victory as they responded to the kingdom message
of repentance coming forth from His life.
The beautiful thing is, as we embrace a lifestyle of repentance, we become fully converted
with transformed lives. Where we once were aligned with the kingdom of darkness, we are now
aligned with the kingdom of the Son, resulting with a similar influence upon those who are
bound up in sin. We take on same characteristics found in the life of Jesus that caused Him to
have such a powerful influence.

Repentance Includes a lifestyle of Practicing Righteousness
A person who has truly repented and experienced conversion will have a lifestyle of
practicing righteousness even though they may trip and stumble at times. They may fall several
times, but each time they will immediately get back up and run into the loving arms of their
faithful High Priest, who understands and sympathizes with their weaknesses. (Hebrews 4:14-16,
Proverbs 24:16 For a righteous man may fall seven times and rise again, but the wicked shall fall by calamity,)

This is the person who is truly born again and is practicing righteousness. They fall into the
loving arms of their Savior, who is ready to brush them off and send them on their way without
guilt or condemnation. (Romans 8:1)
1John 3:7 Little children, let no one deceive you. He who practices righteousness is righteous,
just as He is righteous.
A person who is not practicing righteousness does not know God nor understand what true
salvation is. They have missed the path that leads to eternal life. They need to examine
themselves as to whether they are in the faith and have become disqualified. (2Corinthians 13:5)
1John 3:10 In this the children of God and the children of the devil are manifest: Whoever does
not practice righteousness is not of God, nor is he who does not love his brother.
John 7:21-23 “Not everyone who says to me. ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven,
but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. 22“Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord,
Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your Name, and done many
wonders in Your name?’ 23“And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me,
you who practice lawlessness!’

Again, it is the person who practices lawlessness, not the person who practices righteousness
and occasionally stumbles to whom Jesus is speaking here. The promise of Romans 8:1 where it
says, “There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus,” is to those
who are not practicing walking according to the flesh. What is the overall testimony of your
lifestyle? Is it practicing righteousness or unrighteousness? If you are still practicing immorality
or any form of sinfulness, then conversion has not taken place. You are still lost in your sins.

Repentance Includes Sorrowing for our Sin
If we have come to appreciate all that Jesus went through on behalf of our sin, we will have
a godly sorrow and regret for it. It was our sins that crucified Him, even though He was handed
over to the Romans by the Jews for crucifixion. (Romans 5:8-10, 2Corinthians 5:21)
When I was a young Christian, I had a poster on my wall of Jesus hanging on the cross with
His face wrenched with pain and agony. It was a constant reminder of what He had to endure on
my behalf. It helped me to appreciate the forgiveness I was experiencing during a vulnerable
time in my life when I was often tempted to fall back into my old lifestyle. It also helped to
produce in me a godly sorrow for the way in which I had sinned against Him.
The apostle Paul writes, “For godly sorrow produces repentance leading to salvation, not to be
regretted; but the sorrow of the world produces death.” (2Corinthians 7:10)
Godly sorrow doesn’t mean we continue to wallow in our past by reminding ourselves of
our sins. However, there needs to be a time when we think soberly about how our sins put Jesus
on the cross, and we sincerely ask Him for forgiveness. I have found that it is when I name my
sins before God; there is more of a soberness about them that doesn’t come when I say in a
cavalier sort of way, “Forgive me for my sins.”
Once I have thoroughly confessed my sins before God, I leave them and forget them as the
following Scriptures lead me to believe.
1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us
from all unrighteousness.
Psalm 103:12 As far as the east is from the west, so far Has He removed our transgressions from
us.
Hebrews 10:17 Their sins and their lawless deeds I will remember no more.
If God has no remembrance of my sins, then I’m not going to remember them either. I’m
going to forget the past and lay hold of all the good things He has in store for me.
As I conclude this chapter, I realize I have made some adamant statements concerning our
salvation experience. I have chosen not to gloss over some of the more difficult passages of
Scripture. We all have a responsibility to rightly divide the word of truth, especially when it
comes to our salvation experience. My prayer is that you would take to heart and give serious
consideration to what the Holy Spirit may be speaking to you concerning your salvation
experience.
Psalm 23:3 He restores my soul; He leads me in the paths of righteousness for His name’s sake.
Proverbs 4:18 But the path of the just is like the shining sun, that shines ever brighter unto the
perfect day.
True repentance with godly sorrow will continually open the eyes of your understanding to
this adventurous path that is hidden to so many. May God bless you as you journey forward and
discover the wonders and the blessings He has prepared for you along the way.

*****

Getting an Identity Makeover
Chapter Four
He who finds his life will lose it, and he who loses his life for My sake will find it. –Matthew
10:39
If you’ve made it this far in the book, you’ve most likely decided to commit yourself to the
journey ahead or, at least, discover what’s ahead for you. If that’s so, it’s time to shed your old
identity because the path ahead requires a complete identity makeover. We must be totally
willing to lose ourselves in Christ by dying to our old identity that was developed in the domain
of darkness.
One of the keys to the kingdom is that of receiving a new identity. (Matthew 16:19) When we
come to the place where we are willing to lose our old identity, we begin the wonderful process
of discovery that brings us into a complete and new identity that is born out of the beauty and the
glory of heaven rather than the depravity of hell. (Matthew 16:25-27)
A new identity in Christ is required before we can unlock the benefits and mysteries Christ
has in store for us. Our old identity does not match the lock. Our new identity is the key that
opens the invisible gate and unlocks the mysteries that are unique to each of us as we journey
along the path He has chosen for us.
If we are to be successful, we must embrace our new identity wholeheartedly as we discover
that God, now, only relates to us according to our new nature. As far as God is concerned, our
old nature and identity have been crucified with Him. It is impossible for God to relate to
something that is dead, which includes our old paradigm of thinking. God is the God of the
living, not the dead. (Matthew 22:32) In coming to Christ, we made a significant paradigm shift,
which requires a complete identity makeover that is formed by the mind of Christ we now
possess. It’s what should be emerging in our lives as we become more and more consecrated to
Christ.
Our old identity was shaped by thoughts and attitudes that were part of the domain of
darkness. The essence of who we are is an accumulation of our thought life as it says in
Proverbs—“For as he thinks in his heart, so is he.” (Proverbs 23: 7) Soreen Kierkegaard is quoted
as saying, “Our life always expresses the result of our dominant thoughts.”
As children growing up in the world that was under the influence and the sway of the
enemy, we received a steady stream of information, experiences, half-truths, and lies that
continually shaped our childhood perceptions. (1John 5:19) These are the ideas and attitudes that
shaped and formed our identity during our formative years. (Thoughts taken from the book “The Three
Battlegrounds” by Francis Frangipane) As painful as it is, we must let go and allow God to crucify
our old paradigm of thinking. (Galatians 6:14)
The problem is, we became very attached to the identity of our youth and formative years.
It’s hard to let go of something that has been part of who we are. Nevertheless, we must let go if
we are to experience all that God has provided for us on this magnificent journey. It is as we are
willing to let go and lose our lives that we will find the new life He has intended because we are
now hidden with Christ in God. (Colossians 3:3)
When we stubbornly cling to our old identity, there is no deliverance as we cling to the
sinful habits and addictions that were part of it. True deliverance only comes as we embrace the
new nature. The anointing that comes along with the new nature is what breaks the yoke of sinful

addictions. (Isaiah 10:27) It is as we purpose to walk in the Spirit that we do not fulfill the lusts of
the flesh. (Galatians 5:16)
Much of our identity in the past was a result of copying worldly influences around us. Think
about how we so readily follow the trends and fashions around us. The following Scripture
reveals how we are challenged not to copy the behavior and customs of the world.
Romans 12:2 (NLT) Don't copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform
you into a new person by changing the way you think. (by the renewing of your mind – NKJV)
Then you will know what God wants you to do, and you will know how good and pleasing and
perfect his will really is.
I’m continually amazed at how many Christians are still caught up in trying to copy the
behavior and customs of the world rather than following the exhortation of the Scriptures. Many
who call themselves Christians are living together in a sexual union rather than waiting until
marriage. Homosexuality is accepted more and more as appropriate behavior. Cursing and
swearing are accepted as the norm. The Bible still describes living together in sexual union as
fornication and sinful, homosexuality as a sin, and swearing as filthy language. (1Corinthians 7:9,
1Corinthians 6:9-11) Paul exhorts us to put to death these things.
Colossians 3:5-10 Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth: fornication,
uncleanness, passion, evil desire and covetousness, which is idolatry. 6Because of these things
the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of disobedience, 7in which you yourselves once walked
when you lived in them. 8But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice,
blasphemy, filthy language out of your mouth. 9Do not lie to one another, since you have put off
the old man with his deeds, 10and have put on the new man who is renewed in knowledge
according to the image of Him, who created him.
Just because our culture has accepted many of these things as normal behavior doesn’t mean
they’re right. If we are to live godly lives, we must adjust to the standard we see emerging from
the Bible. We are not to copy the behavior and customs of the world. Our new identity is born in
the image of Christ, not according to worldly standards.
Our parents, educators, friends, the media, and myriads of others all had their part in the
parade of sources that came forth in our formative years. These sources shaped many of our
thoughts, opinions, and identity. As good as they may have been, if their views were not God's,
then they were wrong.
Francis Frangipane writes, “Many of our opinions about life are ours only because we know
of no other way to think. Yet we protect and defend our ideas and justify our opinions as though
they were born in the wombs of our own creativity.” (The Three Battlegrounds by Francis Frangipane)

Water Baptism Prepares Us for Our New Identity
A big part of our new identity comes as a result of water baptism, which should be our first
act of obedience following our decision to follow Christ. Christ not only commands it, but it’s
what prepares us to take on a new identity and die to the old. (Matthew 28:18-20) It is in baptism
that we totally identify with Jesus Christ and all that He is and has accomplished for us.
An example or a type of how baptism brings us into our new identity can be seen when the
nation of Israel journeyed from the land of Egypt to the Promised Land. In Egypt, their identity
was tied up in their bondage as slaves.
When they left Egypt, they were told to apply the blood of the lamb to the doorposts of their
homes. (Exodus 12:7) As a result, they were saved from the wrath of God as the death angel went
through the land and destroyed the ﬁrstborn of every creature and person. The above example is

a type of our salvation and what the blood of the perfect Lamb without blemish—Jesus Christ—
will do for us, which explains why Jesus is called our Passover Lamb. (1Corinthians 5:7)
As the children of Israel left Egypt, they came up against the Red Sea–a type of water
baptism. As they passed over on dry land, the Egyptians tried to follow and were drowned in the
process. When the children of Israel came up on the other side, they were no longer in bondage
to the Egyptians. God had completely delivered and set them free from their past. In water
baptism, God desires to do the same for us—to destroy our old nature and set us at liberty by
delivering us from the slavery of our sin and the past. (Romans 6:6) As a result, we no longer
identify with the past, but with the new nature that emerges out of our crucifixion with the world.
Do you have faith to believe this? Faith is agreeing with God’s Word. (Romans 10:17) When
we come into agreement with God’s Word, He can work in our lives in extraordinary ways.
(Matthew 18:19-20) His power is mighty towards us who believe. Nothing is too difficult for Him!
(Ephesians 1:19) As we begin to identify with the new nature within us, we are released from the
bondages of the past. We are no longer slaves to sin. We are totally set free.

Water Baptism Breaks the Bondage of Sin in Our Lives
Our old identity was wrapped up in the bondage of our past just as Israel was in bondage to
the Egyptians. We see this very clearly as Peter begins to preach on the Day of Pentecost. He
talks about how baptism is for the remission of sins.
Acts 2:38 Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let everyone of you be baptized in the name of
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
The word “remission” here is a strong word that encompasses more than forgiveness. It
means deliverance as well. The Greek word for remission is “aphesis,” which means freedom; to
be pardoned or delivered, as well as being forgiven and set at liberty.
Jesus used this word when He said He came to proclaim liberty (aphesis) to the captives.
(Luke 4:18) As we submit to God’s plan in water baptism, He sets us free to take advantage of all
that the new path represents. Otherwise, we will be constantly hindered from fully engaging in
the race that is before us, as it says in the book of Hebrews. (Hebrews 12:1)

In Baptism, We Totally Identify With Christ
Romans 6:3 Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were
baptized into His death?
As we have begun to see, one of the most important things we must do is to change our
identity. We can no longer identify with the world and all of its lusts and pride. We must totally
identify with Christ and all that He desires to do in our lives. This process begins by identifying
with Him in His death, which comes as a result of baptism as Romans 6 shows.

Our Old Nature Is Cruciﬁed With Him
Romans 6:4a,6 Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, 6knowing this,
that our old man was cruciﬁed with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, that we
should no longer be slaves of sin.
Romans 6:11 Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in
Christ Jesus our Lord.
Notice that it says here, “we are to reckon ourselves to be dead.” Our part is to come into
agreement with God’s Word. We must believe that our old nature is dead. Keep in mind that the

word “believe” is a verb or an action word. To believe is to adhere to, trust in and rely upon if
there is to be a full agreement of what God desires to do in and through us.
Galatians 2:20 “I have been cruciﬁed with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in
me; and the life which I now live in the ﬂesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and
gave Himself for me.

In Water Baptism, Our New Nature Comes Forth
Just as Christ rose from the dead and took on a new identity, so must we. Our new identity is
now born in the image of Christ Himself. It is God’s will and desire for us to embrace this
beautiful new identity that is a reflection of all His wonderful attributes that are in Christ.
As it says, in Philippians “Let this mind (or this attitude) be in you which was also in Christ
Jesus.” (Philippians 2:5)
Romans 6:4b that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we
also should walk in newness of life.
Romans 6:5 For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death, certainly we also
shall be in the likeness of His resurrection,
It has been said, “When we are baptized into the name of the Father it gives us the place of a
child and all the privileges of a child, all the inheritance, and wealth of the child. We are
baptized into the protection and care and fellowship of the God of the universe as our Father.
We take on all of what that union means. We have the standing of a son, the privilege of a son,
and the responsibilities of a son. We become by that baptism a joint heir with Jesus and an heir
of God. When we are baptized into the name of the Holy Spirit, we are baptized into the name,
wealth, power, wisdom, and glory of God’s representative on earth. All that the Spirit has we are
baptized into.” (Quote by E.W. Kenyon from his book, “In His Presence”)
Everything mentioned in the above quote is part of our new identity in Christ as we purpose
to put on the Lord Jesus Christ and make no provision for the flesh. (Romans 13:14)

Characteristics of our New Nature and Identity
Our new nature and identity are born out of the Holy Spirit’s presence in our lives, which
results in conformity to the image of Christ from glory to glory. The more we yield to His
presence the more we are transformed into His likeness. However, because we have His presence
doesn’t automatically mean we experience transformation. We will always have the ability to
quench His presence by our stubbornness and disobedience. (1Thessalonians 5:19) Paul said, “I
must die daily,” which means our will is part of the process. (1Corinthians 15:31)
The question to consider is, are we quenching His presence by not yielding to the
transformation process that changes our identity? It is only as we yield our vessels to the Holy
Spirit’s work in our lives that we experience the transformation process with our new identity
taking over.
2Corinthians 3:17-18 Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is
liberty. 18But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being
transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord.

Humility is the Primary Element
Humility is the primary element in our walk that allows us to experience conformity to the
image of Christ with the identity God intended for us to walk in. The problem is, we all have
unyielding egos that work against what God has intended for us. To fully take on the new nature

and identity we are to have in Christ, we must, first, be willing to lose ourselves in Christ and die
to our pride and ego.
The journey ahead demands we walk in a teachable spirit. Without a teachable spirit, we will
not be able to see into invisible realms where God desires to take us. The path will become
blurred, putting us on a path of self-will, leading us around in circles just as the Israelites did for
40 years in the wilderness.
Every time we yield ourselves to what Christ wants to do, we are dying more to our old self
and identity. We must be like Jesus, who gave up His reputation and emptied Himself by
experiencing the pain and the humiliation of the cross. It takes a certain amount of pain and
humiliation to die to our reputation that is made up of self, ego and the pride of life, which
explains why Jesus said, “If you want to follow me, you must take up your cross.” (Matthew 16:24)
Paul reminds us in the book of Philippians of how when we are following Christ, we are
clothing ourselves with His attitudes.
Philippians 2:5-8 Let this mind (attitude – NASB) be in you which was also in Christ Jesus,
6
who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, 7but made
Himself of no reputation, (but emptied Himself – NASB) taking the form of a bondservant, and
coming in the likeness of men. 8And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself
and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross.
When we look at the beatitudes found in Matthew’s gospel, we find humility is the
foundation of all the attitudes and characteristics that are to be a part of our new nature and
identity. (Matthew 5:3-5) Being poor in spirit with an attitude of mourning over our sin is and
attitude of humility. With humility in place, it allows us to put on the nature and character of
Christ.
As we become renewed in the spirit of our minds, we put on the new nature that is according
to God in true righteousness and holiness. As a result, we put on tender mercies, kindness,
meekness, longsuffering, and the other fruits of the Spirit with an attitude of forgiveness towards
one another as the peace of God rules our hearts. (Ephesians 4:24-32, Colossians 3:10-15) These are all
characteristics of the new identity Christ is forging in our hearts as we yield our lives to Him in
obedience and humility.
Our identity in Christ continues to expand and grow as there is no end to the increase of
God’s Kingdom. (Isaiah 9:6) Peter prayed that grace would multiply in our lives. (2Peter 1:2) There
are many aspects of God’s grace many Christians fail to experience. They’re still trying to
unlock the gate with the old key that no longer fits. As a result, they frustrate the grace of God
and do not inherit the blessings that go along with it.
The multiplicity of God's grace comes through humility, which is the seedbed of our new
identity. As we humble ourselves before God and others, we experience an abundance of grace
for all that God wants to do in and through us. (Philippians 2:13) James makes this abundantly clear
when he says, “But He gives more grace.” Therefore, He says: “God resists the proud, but gives
grace to the humble.” (James 4:6)
Our old identity was based on our un-crucified abilities and confidence while our new
identity is a result of God’s supernatural ability in our lives. Our natural God-given innate
abilities are now dedicated to Christ and His purpose, but we also have new spiritual abilities
born out of the supernatural seed imparted to us through the Holy Spirit and God’s Word.
Our new identity includes the divine nature of God as a natural outflow in our lives,
meaning we are enabled through God's grace to cope with whatever adversity, trial or dilemma
we face in a godly manner as well as receiving supernatural abilities to accomplish all that comes

our way. As we are faithful to yield to God in the little things that come our way, He will
increase that which He desires to pour into our lives.
Luke 16:10 He who is faithful in what is least is faithful also in much, and he who is unjust in
what is least is unjust also in much.
God wants to open the path before us in a superior way—a way that demands more and
more grace poured into us for the challenges ahead. There is no limit to what He can do as we
continually yield to the purposes He puts before us. Transformation into His likeness awaits us at
each interval.
As you go about your day, expect God to work on your behalf in all that you set your hands
to do with an expectation of grace multiplied in you! Whether you are in the marketplace, a
student, an employee at your workplace, in your home raising your children or whatever, expect
the divine ability of God being poured into you. Allow His grace to be multiplied in you as you
yield each and every circumstance unto Him. (2Corinthians 9:8)
You now have a new identity in Christ as a part of everything you do. Let it get ingrained in
your heart, mind, and soul. You are a supernatural being with divine abilities. You are now able
to do all things through Christ, who strengthens and equips you in every aspect of your journey.
2Corinthians 5:17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed
away; behold, all things have become new.
Enjoy your identity makeover! It will bring you into new seasons of joy and blessing as you
journey forward in Him. Your rewards will be great!

*****

Navigational Tools
Word and Spirit
Chapter Five
A false balance is an abomination to the LORD: but a just weight is His delight.
Proverbs 11:1 (KJV)
Try to imagine what it would be like to take a journey to an unfamiliar country without
having some navigational resources as you travel. Not only would you need maps, compass, and
a GPS device, you would also want to know about the culture and people. There are lots of
things you would need to know because most countries have differing laws, values, and customs.
What works for you in your familiar surroundings may not work for you in unfamiliar
surroundings.
As Christians, we have been translated from the kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of
the Son. We now travel as pilgrims in this world, but not of it. (Colossians 1:13) We are strangers.
Most of us spent a good deal of time wandering around in Satan’s domain—some succeeding by
falling into his trickery and deceptive ways while others got beat to a pulp because of their
innocence and not knowing how to play by his rules. Nevertheless, we were shaped by his
domain of darkness. When we came into the kingdom of the Son, the smell of darkness and the
wounds we incurred were still on us, which must now be dealt with as the light begins to dispel
the darkness within.
1John 5:19 We know that we are of God, and the whole world lies under the sway of the wicked
one.
Adam Clark, in his commentary on this verse, refers to the world as being embraced in the
arms of the devil, where it lies fast asleep and carnally secure, deriving its heat and power from
that which is nourished by Satan. He goes on to say, the actions, tempers, propensities, opinions
and maxims of all worldly men prove and illustrate this. He then quotes John Wesley as saying,
“The horrible state of the world is painted in the most lively colors; a comment on which we
have in the actions, conversations, contracts, quarrels and friendships of worldly men.” He then
concludes by saying, “Their actions are opposed to the law of God in their deceit while their
friendships are hollow, insincere, capricious and fickle. As a result, they become instinct with
Satan’s own spirit because they are of their father the devil and therefore, his lusts they will do.”
(Adam Clarke's Commentary on 1 John 5:19 paraphrased)

In the world, our senses are being overloaded in every conceivable way. We are
experiencing sensory overload! Satan is a master of his domain and knows how to entice us in
every conceivable way. He bombards us daily through media, friends, conversations and actions
that are in opposition to the law of God.
How do we navigate through this maze of propensities, opinions, and maxims that flow out
of a world that lies under Satan’s sway?
As you can see, we do need a guide to keep us on the straight and narrow as we attempt to
follow the path that is ever before us. (Matthew 7:13-14) We are warned in the Book of Romans to
resist the squeeze of the world and not to be conformed to it—a challenge to us as we deal with
sensory overload. (Romans 12:2)

You’re now in the kingdom realm under the sway of the Lord Jesus Christ, and must learn to
get along and succeed in His domain. Thankfully, we have been given some useful resources to
help us find our way. We have the Holy Spirit and the Word of God as guides to help us. The
beautiful thing about these two guides is they always work together and never in disagreement.
Can you imagine going on an African Safari with two guides that are in disagreement? Not so
with God!
Try to imagine going on a safari without a guide. You would never make it. Along the way,
there are simply too many dangers and pitfalls. Our world is a jungle in many ways as well.
There are all kinds of dangers and pitfalls Christians often get trapped in. As a result, they are
often useless as they try to find their way. We have an enemy who is walking about as a roaring
lion seeking whom he may devour. (1Peter 5:8) Many lose their way before the journey barely
begins because they are on a safari without availing themselves to the guides made available to
them.
We serve a God who understands who we are and what is needed as we journey towards a
city whose builder and maker is God. (Hebrews 11:10) Thankfully, God has given us resources that
not only keep us from getting lost but assure us of protection from the unforeseen dangers
lurking around. The navigational tools we will need for the journey ahead can be found in two
vital sources: The Word of God and the Holy Spirit.
Let’s take a closer look at the directional resources God has made available to us through
His Word and Spirit and how to use them. The Word or the Bible is like a lamp unto our feet and
a light unto our path as we see in the following passages.
Psalm 119:105 Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.
Psalm 119:133 Direct my steps by Your word, and let no iniquity have dominion over me.
As seen in the preceding Scriptures, God’s desire is to direct our steps according to His
Word. We discover in John’s Gospel, the Holy Spirit is our guide as well.
John 16:12-13 I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 13However,
when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on
His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come.
With God, we have great security because our two guides—the Word and the Spirit—are
designed to work together. However, because God never imposes His will upon us and chooses
to gives us a free will, it’s up to us to make sure they are partnering together.
When the Spirit’s revelation enters our spirit, it is first pure and unadulterated. It then must
pass through the doorways of our mind and be submitted to God’s Word to remain pure. Without
the purity of God’s Word, His revelation is distilled through our un-sanctified thoughts and
emotions and loses its purity. As a result, He is not able to guide us as He would like to.

The Word of God—A Lamp unto Our Feet
Let’s take a look at how the Word of God is a lamp unto our feet and how God’s Word is to
affect our lives. It’s important to understand that the Word of God always takes precedence over
the Spirit’s input into our lives because our experience with the Holy Spirit is subjective in the
sense that whatever we receive from Him must be distilled through our imperfect minds, wills
and emotions.
Peter, James, and John had an enlightening experience when they were with Jesus on the
Mount. Moses and Elijah appeared, and they heard God speak from Heaven. Peter writes about
this experience in one of his epistles and says as a great an experience as it was, the Word of God
is a more sure word of prophecy. Experiences fade over time, but God’s Word never fades.

2Peter 1:18-19 (KJV) And this voice which came from heaven we heard, when we were with him
in the holy mount. 19We also have a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye
take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day

The following Scriptures show the purity of God’s Word:
Psalm 119:140 Your word is very pure; therefore Your servant loves it.
Psalm 12:6 The words of the Lord are pure words, like silver, tried in a furnace of earth,
purified seven times.
Proverbs 30:5 Every word of God is pure; He is a shield to those who put their trust in Him.
2Timothy 3:16-17 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 17that the man of God may be complete,
thoroughly equipped for every good work.
Ephesians 5:26 that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word,
Unfortunately, many Christians are Bible illiterate and have not discovered for themselves
what the Bible has to say concerning their lives. They may hear sermons on a regular basis, but
that’s not enough. Their journey is based more on subjective experiences with the Holy Spirit
rather than the purity of God’s Word that continually washes over them and gives them the
added direction they need. Spiritual experiences without the aid of the Word of God partnering
together with the Holy Spirit will only lead to deception and wandering in the wilderness and
vice versa.
As we have seen, the Word of God is to be a lamp unto our feet and a light unto our path.
How does this happen for you as a believer in Christ, who is trying to find your way through the
maze of ungodliness and deceit the enemy of your faith continually throws at you?

How is God’s Word a Lamp unto our Path?
What does it take for God’s Word to become a lamp unto us in such a way that it begins to
direct our paths more adequately unto Him so we move in the direction that He has for our lives?
First of all, we must spend time each day reading His Word and getting acquainted with it.
We need to have a hunger and thirst for it.
When I was a young Christian, I spent hours on end reading and studying God’s Word. I
was totally mesmerized by it. I had just come out of the hippie culture and was utterly burned out
from all the drugs I had been using during those years. I had lost touch with reality. Jesus and
His Word became my new reality, which led me to totally immersing myself in it. I fell in love
with it. One of the first prophecies I received as a young Christian was that my love for God’s
Word would bring me into intimacy with Him. To this day, it’s the love for His Word that
always leads me to a level of intimacy and sets my spirit on fire for Him.
If you want to get to know Jesus, you must get to know the Word of God. If you desire to
love Jesus, you must love His Word. The first chapter of John’s gospel says it very clearly. Jesus
and the Word are one and the same.
John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
John 1:14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory
as the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.
Jesus was a living epistle because He had spent so much time coming to an understanding of
who He was and what His purpose was through the reading of the Scriptures.

When Jesus came to earth, born of a virgin, He gave up His right to act as God even though
He never ceased being God. He made Himself of no reputation by taking the form of a
bondservant, and coming in the likeness of man. (Philippians 2:5-8) When Jesus walked on earth,
He was not all-knowing with all wisdom. He was dependent upon the Holy Spirit to reveal the
wisdom and knowledge of God just as we must. At the age of twelve, He was still growing in
wisdom. (Luke 2:52) All who heard Him were astonished at His understanding. (Luke 2:42-52) It was
through God’s Word that He began to discover who He was at a very early age. The Word of
God was a lamp unto His feet just as it must be for us.
Jesus totally immersed Himself in the Scriptures and was very familiar with them. We must
do the same if we want the Word of God to be a lamp unto our feet and give us the direction and
guidance we need.

Where Do We Start?—Reading & Meditating
There are many reading plans available to us in today’s Christianity which are very helpful.
However, a good place to begin is with the Gospels and getting to know who Jesus is, especially
the Gospel of John. If you do not have an understanding of the Bible, it’s better to spend time in
the New Testament, Psalms, and Proverbs before trying to tackle the Old Testament.
To immerse ourselves in God’s Word, we must not only read it but meditate in it. As Joshua
was getting ready to lead the children of Israel into the Promised Land, Moses charged him to
meditate on God’s Word. By immersing himself in it through meditation, he would prosper and
have success. (Joshua 1:8)
King David said something very similar. He said those who meditate on the Word would
continually bear fruit and prosper. (Psalm 1:1-3)
How is meditating in God’s Word different than reading it? To meditate involves inviting
the Holy Spirit to speak as we ponder what we are learning and how it affects our lives. By
pondering, we fellowship with the Word and Spirit at the same time. By inviting the Holy Spirit
to speak as we read, we allow them to partner together in bringing us into the Promised Land for
our lives. It is when we ponder the path of our feet that we will have success in whatever we are
doing. (Psalm 1:1-3)
There may be times during your regular devotional time when a particular Scripture jumps
out at you. When this happens, it’s a divine Selah—a time to pause and reflect and ask the Holy
Spirit what He’s trying to show you. Take the time to focus and meditate on the Scripture and
what the Lord is revealing to you. Once He shows you, make a note of it so you won’t forget. If
you make a habit of doing this—entering it into your journal—you will most likely see a pattern
of thought of where the Holy Spirit is leading you. You are now allowing the Word and Spirit to
partner together as they lead you into truth and the path that God has for you.

Bible Study
Bible study is another way in which we get to know God and His Word more thoroughly. It
is imperative as a Bible believing Christian to understand why you believe what you believe. It
will give you an authority in God’s Word. It’s not enough to just believe something because you
heard it in a sermon or when shared by someone you respected. We all have a responsibility to
search the Scriptures for ourselves.
I tell my students: “Don’t believe it just because I said it. Study it for yourselves so that you
own the truth.” It’s important that you own the truth.

The apostle Paul affirmed this principle when he said the Bereans were more fair-minded
than the Thessalonians because they searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether the things
he was saying were true. (Acts 17:10-11) He also exhorted us to be diligent to study so that we
could rightly divide it.
2Timothy 2:15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to
be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.
When we have a firm grasp of God’s Word, especially in the foundational truths and
principles, our senses are exercised to discern both good and evil. The writer of the Book of
Hebrews refers to those who are unskilled in the Word as babes in Christ, who are still in need of
solid food.
Hebrews 5:12-14 For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach
you again the first principles of the oracles of God; and you have come to need milk and not
solid food. 13For everyone who partakes only of milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness,
for he is a babe. 14But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those who by
reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.
If today’s Christian is often Bible illiterate, as I suspect, then what we have are churches full
of babes in Christ lost in spiritual playgrounds that are nothing more than spiritual nurseries for
them to participate in. Obviously, many good Bible believing churches preach and teach the
whole counsel of God. If you want to be successful in your walk with the Lord, you need to be
involved in a Bible believing church that preaches and teaches the full counsel of God.
Part of the problem in Bible illiteracy is with leaders who are more concerned about
sustaining a church growth that looks good on the outward but only serves to feed the
consumerism mentality that is rampant in today’s world. Paul was very careful to preach and
teach the whole counsel of God as we see in the following Scripture:
Acts 20:26-29 Therefore I testify to you this day that I am innocent of the blood of all men. 27For
I have not shunned to declare to you the whole counsel of God. 28Therefore take heed to
yourselves and to all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd
the church of God which He purchased with His own blood.
Hebrews goes on to point out what the elementary principles of Christ are and how we must
have these truths established in our lives before we can go on to maturity. A proper foundation
needs to come forth. The foundational principles listed in Hebrews 6:1-2 are repentance from
dead works, faith towards God, the doctrine of baptisms, laying on of hands, the resurrection of
the dead and eternal judgment. (Workbooks with all of these Bible study subjects and more can be found at:
http://kenbirks.com/perspectives-both/) Speaking of going on to maturity or perfection, verse three
says, “And this we will do if God permits.”
In other words, God has to issue you a “building permit” before you are allowed to go on to
maturity. Obviously, we can continue in our works and build something, but it would be wood,
hay, and straw or dead works. Even though saved, our works are burned.
1Corinthians 3:11-15 For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is
Jesus Christ. 12Now if anyone builds on this foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood,
hay, straw, 13each one's work will become clear; for the Day will declare it because it will be
revealed by fire; and the fire will test each one's work, of what sort it is. 14If anyone's work which
he has built on it endures, he will receive a reward. 15If anyone's work is burned, he will suffer
loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire.

If you are to fulfill your destiny and purpose in God, it is of vital importance that you have
the foundational truths established in your life. It is also important that you learn to endure sound
doctrine. One of the characteristics of our times is that people will not be able to endure sound
doctrine, but will give themselves to false teachers with itching ears.
As you are faithful to give yourself to Bible study, you will be complete, and thoroughly
equipped for every good work with the Word of God. You will have the discernment you need to
prove and test all things while holding fast to that which is good. Your senses will be exercised
to discern the difference between right and wrong and to know the real voice of the Holy Spirit
vs. the many other voices that are clamoring for your attention.
1Thessalonians 5:21-22 Test all things; hold fast what is good. 22Abstain from every form of evil.
God desires to direct our steps through the purity of His Word. It is as we adhere to the purity of
His Word that He does this. Without the purity of God’s Word alive and active in our lives, we
won’t be able to discern what He is saying to us through the Holy Spirit. They must
partner together.
One of the most beautiful illustrations we have of the Word of God and the Holy Spirit
partnering together to bring about God’s purpose and direction was when the Day of Pentecost
had fully come as recorded in Acts chapter two.

Pentecost Reveals how the Word and Spirit Partner
Pentecost was the day Jesus had told His disciples about before His ascension into the
heavens. They were told to wait in Jerusalem until they received the power of the Holy Spirit. As
they waited with expectation, the Holy Spirit came like a rushing mighty wind with tongues of
fire. They were all baptized or immersed in the Holy Spirit just as Jesus had prophesied. (Acts
10:44-46, 11:15-16)

As they were experiencing this incredible outpouring of the Holy Spirit, they were all
perplexed and filled with confusion. People around them, who saw and heard this happening
thought they were all drunk and began to mock them.
Acts 2:1-13 When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with one accord in one
place. 2And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled
the whole house where they were sitting. 3Then there appeared to them divided tongues, as of
fire, and one sat upon each of them. 4And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to
speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. 5And there were dwelling in
Jerusalem Jews, devout men, from every nation under heaven. 6And when this sound occurred,
the multitude came together, and were confused, because everyone heard them speak in his own
language. 7Then they were all amazed and marveled, saying to one another, "Look, are not all
these who speak Galileans? 8And how is it that we hear, each in our own language in which we
were born? 9Parthians and Medes and Elamites, those dwelling in Mesopotamia, Judea and
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya adjoining
Cyrene, visitors from Rome, both Jews, and proselytes, 11Cretans and Arabs—we hear them
speaking in our own tongues the wonderful works of God." 12So they were all amazed and
perplexed, saying to one another, "Whatever could this mean?" 13Others mocking said, "They
are full of new wine."

The Scenario of What Took Place on This Historic Day
• People from all nations were present and heard them speaking in their own languages – Verse 5.
• They were all confused – (mass confusion) – Verse 6.

• They were all amazed and marveled – Verse 6.
• They were perplexed – Verse 12.
• Others mocked – Verse 13.
At this juncture, the Word of God had not yet entered the context of what was happening.
The disciples were all naturally excited and amazed at what happened, but confused, bewildered
and not sure what to do with it. Peter then begins to preach and quote Scripture from the Book of
Joel. He used the Word of God to bring definition and purpose to what was happening. Now
filled with the Holy Spirit and the Word of God, Peter allows them to partner together to bring
forth the God’s purpose in this situation.
Acts 2:14-16 But Peter, standing up with the eleven, raised his voice and said to them, "Men of
Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and heed my words. 15For these
are not drunk, as you suppose since it is only the third hour of the day. 16But this is what was
spoken by the prophet Joel:
As Peter speaks with confidence and assurance, he begins to discern from the Word of God
the prophetic purpose concerning this situation.
Acts 2:29-33 "Men and brethren, let me speak freely to you of the patriarch David, that he is
both dead and buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30Therefore, being a prophet, and
knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him that of the fruit of his body, according to the
flesh, He would raise up the Christ to sit on his throne, 31he, foreseeing this, spoke concerning
the resurrection of the Christ, that His soul was not left in Hades, nor did His flesh see
corruption. 32This Jesus God has raised up, of which we are all witnesses. 33Therefore being
exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy
Spirit, He poured out this which you now see and hear.

The Results of the Word Partnering with the Spirit
The results of Peter introducing the Word of God into the scenario are found in the
following verses.
The conviction of the Holy Spirit was released – Vs.37.
Repentance and deliverance, as well as the call and promise for everyone to be a partaker, came
forth – Vs. 38-39.
A harvest of over 3000 souls was added to the church – Vs. 41.
They all continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship – Vs. 42.
They entered into an atmosphere of community with a commitment to body life in Christ – Vs. 44.
Total Commitment – They totally sold out to the Lord – Vs. 45.
They continued in one accord praising God and having favor with the people – Vss. 46-47.
The church was launched into its destiny as were each of the individual members.
Imagine what would’ve occurred had the Word not been introduced. The purpose of God
wouldn’t have come forth. It would have been a spiritual playground. This unusual experience in
the Holy Spirit would have produced nothing but confusion, fear, bewilderment, and mocking. It
would’ve been a broken cistern that couldn’t contain the out-pouring of the Spirit—something
God considers as evil. (Jeremiah 2:13) It took the Spirit and the Word partnering together to
produce God’s glory.
Unfortunately, this is what is happening in many quarters of Charismatic Christianity as
various movements of the Spirit move across the Christian landscape. The Lord is not glorified

because the Word is not being brought forth as a balancing factor. As a result, we are left in a
wake of confusion and misunderstanding about what God’s intended purpose may have been.
It is the Word of God that is living and powerful and able to discern what God’s intended
purpose is just as it did on the Day of Pentecost.
Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged
sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a
discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.
On the other hand, what would have taken place if it had been only the Word without the
experience of the Holy Spirit? They would have been locked into a dry, empty experience void
of life and exuberance, which also happens to God’s people in today’s Christianity.
The following passage correctly describes what happens when the Word and Spirit are not
partnering together and what the result is when they do.
Proverbs 11:1 (KJV) A false balance is an abomination to the LORD: but a just weight is his
delight.

The Holy Spirit’s Role in the Process
We have seen how God’s Word is to be a major part of our navigational resources. Now,
let’s look at the Holy Spirit’s role in the process.
Just as the church and the early disciples exploded into ministry and purpose as a result of
the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, the same can happen for us. The promise of the Holy Spirit is
to as many as the Lord our God calls. (Acts 2:39) The exceeding greatness of His power is
available to all who believe according to His mighty power. (Ephesians 1:19)
The early disciples experienced excellent guidance from the Holy Spirit as they went forth
infused by His power proclaiming the Gospel. God’s desire is to inspire our lives in the same
way as we depend on the resources He has granted us through His Word and Spirit.
Many areas in our lives are in need of the guidance that comes when the balance of the Holy
Spirit’s input and the Word are in agreement with each other. Two major areas are in our
wholeness and destiny of which I will discuss in later chapters. In this section, however, our
purpose is to see how it is that the Holy Spirit guides and directs our lives.

How the Holy Spirit Guides Us
The Holy Spirit speaks and guides us in many ways such as dreams, visions, prophecy, the
still small voice, our thoughts, intuition, spiritual impressions, circumstances, and even with an
audible voice at times. These are all subjective experiences because they are all distilled through
our carnal minds. The ability to accurately discern dreams, visions, prophecies, etc. comes when
we bring every thought into the captivity of the obedience of Christ and His Word. (1Corinthians
13:12, 2Corinthians 10:5)

Guidance through Dreams and Visions
When Peter began to preach on the Day of Pentecost, he quoted the prophetic passage of
Scripture from the prophet, Joel where it spoke of dreams and visions.
Joel 2:28 "And it shall come to pass afterward That I will pour out My Spirit on all flesh; Your
sons and your daughters shall prophesy, Your old men shall dream dreams, Your young men
shall see visions.”
The implication of this passage is that dreams and visions are to be a common occurrence in
the life of believers during the era in which the Holy Spirit was to be poured out upon all flesh.

The passage from Joel introduces the era that began on the Day of Pentecost and will continue
until the Day of the Lord in which Jesus returns at His Second Coming. (1Corinthians 1:7)
God’s desire is to fill all of us with the Holy Spirit, which includes an expectation of Him
leading us in all that we do. Peter’s interpretation of the passage in Joel reveals what we can
expect. He mentions spiritual dreams and visions as a source of strength and guidance as we
navigate our way through the corruption of the world. Jesus left us with the following promise
concerning being led by the Spirit.
John 16:12-13 “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. However,
when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on
His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come.”
One of the ways in which He tells us things to come is through visions and dreams.
Throughout the Bible, we see that men and women had dreams and visions of what was to come.
Joseph, in particular, had dreams that were a source of encouragement and guidance to him as he
came into the fulfillment of all that God had purposed for his life. (Genesis 37:1-11) Moses had the
vision of the burning bush. (Exodus 3:1-4) Daniel had many dreams that revealed things that
would take place at the end of the age. (Daniel 7-9) The apostle Paul spoke of being caught up to
the third heaven and hearing inexpressible words—a vision that launched him into his ministry to
the Gentiles. (2Corinthians 12:2-4) As Steven, one of the seven deacons, was being martyred, he
had a vision of the heavens being opened with Jesus standing at the right hand of God. (Acts 7:5557) John, the revelator, also had a vision of the Lord Jesus appearing to him and showing him
what would take place at the end of the age. (Revelation 1:9-11)
All of the above examples are of people who were very committed to God’s intended
purposes in the earth. The more faithful we are to what God is doing by seeking first the
kingdom, the more we can expect to have visions and dreams. They not only solidify us in our
calling and purpose but also move God’s plans and purpose forward. God always moves with
purpose as seen in the above examples. When He gave these individuals a vision or a dream, it
was a part of His overall purpose for humanity.
A good example of this is the story of Cornelius and the vision Peter had while in Joppa.
(Acts 10:1-8) Cornelius was a Gentile man who feared God but not yet a Christian, who had heard
about Jesus. God in his mercy gave him the vision to send for Peter, who was in Joppa. As the
men, who were sent to get Peter, were on their journey, Peter received a vision from the Lord
about eating things that were common or unclean—things the Jews were not allowed to eat
according to the Law of Moses. God was about to bring the Gentiles into the church for the first
time by giving these two men visions with very explicit instructions as to how this would take
place. In the vision, Peter was told to arise and go with them. (Acts 10:9-22)
Another example is when Paul and Silas went to minister to the churches Paul and Barnabas
had planted on their first missionary journey. As they were going through the region of Galatia,
they were forbidden by the Holy Spirit to preach the word in Asia but received a vision from the
Lord to come over to Macedonia. (Acts 16:6-10) As a result, God launched the Church in those
parts of the world. The Word of the Lord grew mightily and prevailed.
As I think back over my life, there were a few occasions in which I’ve received a vision and
several dreams. They’ve always proven to be very pivotal while being guided by the Holy Spirit
into my destiny and purpose.
The only vision I ever had changed the course of my life and woke me up to the spiritual
reality I now walk in. It was while serving in the Army in Vietnam during a time in which I had
become heavily involved in drugs, including marijuana, LSD, and even heroin. I had to go to the

dispensary one day to get a shot of penicillin and went into violent convulsions while
experiencing a major flashback from LSD. Evidently, all of the drugs I was using at the time
reacted to the penicillin. It was during a time when I had just started using heroin and had been
for a couple of weeks.
Later in the evening of that same day, I felt I was going to go through convulsions again and
became terribly frightened and had the orderly clerk drive me back to the dispensary in hopes of
getting something to calm me down. On the way, I began to pray and ask God to help me. I was
afraid I was going to die. Much later, while lying in my bunk, I was still feeling terrified and
afraid I was going to die. I, once again, began to pray. As I was praying, I started to have a vision
from the Lord. I saw my whole life flash before my eyes while God showed me the details of my
life from my earliest memories—awakening memories I didn’t even know existed. He was
showing me how He had been with me at every critical stage of my life and directing me to
where I was at that moment. He then took me into the future and indelibly stamped His calling
on me. It had a profound effect on me.
I spent the next three years or so trying to fit the vision into everything except what God had
intended for it to accomplish in my life. No matter how hard I tried, I couldn’t shake it. In the
end, I finally surrendered to God and Jesus Christ and have been walking in all that He showed
me ever since.
Over the years, I have had a few spiritual dreams that have been very instrumental at pivotal
times in my life. The dreams have either helped to confirm what God was doing in my life or
have given me the explicit direction that I needed concerning my destiny and purpose.
One of the most crucial dreams I have ever experienced was during the mid-70s while living
in Anchorage, Alaska. I was attending a large church that had a two-year Bible College. It was a
church that was responsible for sending out church planting teams all over the United States,
Mexico, the Philippines and other places around the world. In a period of 15 years, they sent out
close to 100 church planting teams. I had a sense that God was leading me to be a part of one of
these teams but wasn’t quite sure. I had already completed the two-year program, had graduated
and was trying to determine what the next phase in my life would be. I had been very involved in
outreach ministry, ministering in the local jail, rescue missions and street evangelism while
working at a warehouse.
It was during this season that I had a dream. In the dream, I was driving a forklift and
placing a pallet of toys on top of this mezzanine where we stored the toys until needed. (This was
one of the jobs that I did in the warehouse.) The pallet came loose and spilled to the ground 15
feet or so below. As the pallet of toys came crashing down, the toys were spread all over,
injuring a couple of workers who were standing around. The Lord quickly revealed to me the
interpretation to the dream. I felt a distinct impression that I was supposed to leave and join the
newly established church planting team in Chico, California. I sensed that if I didn’t respond,
there would be accidents happening around me. The dream was the sign that I needed to step out
in faith into the ministry God was calling me to—another defining moment.
I had made a trip to Chico about six months prior to get a feel for the place and to see if it
would be where the Lord was leading me. As a result of the dream, I decided to discuss with
those who were over me in the Lord. Our church believed in the five-fold ministry as taught in
Ephesians 4:11 and had apostles, prophets, and pastors on staff. The first person I went to see
was the senior leader, who was an apostle. I shared the dream with him and how the Lord had
been putting it on my heart to join the team in Chico.

He felt good about it and said, “You should go and share with Tom Edmondson and see
what he thinks.”
Tom was the resident prophet on staff. I shared with him the details of the dream and what I
thought the interpretation was. He fully agreed and gave me the green light. I then shared with
another pastor and my Bible School career counselor. They all agreed to have an official sending
out service at which time I would share my testimony with the congregation and have the elders
lay hands on me and send me forth with their blessing. Within a few weeks, I was on my way to
Chico to join the team. As it turned out, this was an intense kairos moment in the journey
towards my destiny and purpose in God.

The Audible Voice of God
There are times when God speaks through an audible voice as well, but they are very few
and far in between. I can think of at least three instances in the New Testament. At the baptism
of Jesus, God spoke from heaven that He was well pleased with His Son, Jesus. (Matthew 3:17)
Another instance was when Jesus allowed Peter, James and John to accompany Him to the
Mount of Transfiguration where Moses and Elijah appeared; and the voice of God from heaven
spoke once again, saying He was well pleased with His Son. (John 17:5) Another example is when
Saul (later named Paul) was on the road to Damascus to persecute the saints when a light
suddenly shone around him from heaven.
Jesus spoke to him in an audible voice and said, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?”
(Acts 9:3-7)

In Saul’s case, the audible voice was used to get his attention and change the course of his
life. It was a primary source of direction for his life.
I have heard the Lord’s audible voice on only one occasion. It was audible to my spirit, but
not to anyone around me. It was while I was living in Anchorage, Alaska as a young Bible
School student. I was riding my bicycle one day on one of the many bicycle trails throughout the
city when I heard the Lord yell out my name.
He said, “Kenny!” (That’s what my family members always called me.)
He then said, “What about him?”
He was drawing my attention to a drunk who was passed out, with his bottle lying next to
him, in the park I was riding through.
Following that incident, within the next few weeks, I found myself teaching a Bible Study
on a weekly basis at the local rescue mission where many were in the same condition as the man
I saw passed out in the park. Prior to that, I had spent my Saturday afternoons, for the last couple
of years, ministering at the city jail in Anchorage with another individual as my outreach
assignment from the Bible College I was attending. As that season came to a close, I was seeking
the Lord for another ministry. The experience with the audible voice was very instrumental in
pointing me in the direction of the Rescue Mission.
The opportunity to teach the weekly Bible Studies for several months would prove to be
very beneficial in the days ahead. The pastor of the church plant I would be joining in Chico
would eventually ask me to preach during the weekly Wednesday evening services. Had I not
had that experience, I don’t think I would have been sufficiently prepared to accept the task.
Because we serve a God who sees into the future, He can set up the experiences, yet to be
revealed for future purposes.

The Prophetic Word and Gift of Prophecy
The Scripture in Joel that Peter quoted also mentioned, when the Spirit was to be poured out
on all flesh, God’s sons and daughters would prophesy. (Joel 2:28) Prophecy is a vital aspect when
it comes to being led by the Holy Spirit.
The importance of prophecy comes through strongly throughout the Old and New
Testaments. There were many prophets in the Old Testament who were very instrumental in
bringing directive and confirming words from the Lord at critical times in the history of Israel.
After the Children of Israel arrived in the Promised Land because of Moses and Joshua, there
were people like Deborah, Gideon, Samuel, Elijah, Elisha and others who were very instrumental
in guiding the nation of Israel into God’s purposes. It was Samuel who prophesied to David that
he would be King one day. Prophets like Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and Daniel were major
prophets who not only spoke to Israel’s purposes during their day but also spoke futuristically
concerning God’s plans and purposes for all ages, including times right up until the second
coming of Christ. All that God has done and is going to do will have been spoken through His
prophets as the following passage indicates.
Amos 3:7 Surely the Lord God does nothing unless He reveals His secret to His servants the
prophets.
We are now living in the New Testament era under the New Covenant that God has made
with humanity through the blood atonement of Jesus Christ which Isaiah the Prophet prophesied.
(Isaiah 53) The outpouring of the Holy Spirit that catapulted the New Testament Church into
existence was foretold by the prophet Joel as we have already seen.
Throughout the New Testament, we see how the prophetic word comes forth under the New
Covenant. The apostle Paul points out in the Book of Ephesians that prophets will be a part of
God’s plan until we come to the measure and stature of the fullness of Christ. (Ephesians 4:11-13)
He also tells the Corinthian Church that they’re not to come short in any gift while waiting for
the coming of Jesus Christ. (1Corinthians 1:7) He then goes on to encourage them all to prophesy
for the encouragement, edification, comfort and exhortation of believers. (1Corinthians 14:1-3, 31)
It’s important to understand there are different levels of the prophetic gift in the New
Testament. In the Book of Romans, Paul exhorts the believers to prophesy in the proportion of
their degree of faith. (Romans 12:6) We see in the New Testament that there were prophets, and
there were believers used in the gift of prophecy.
Prophets are used very well in the gift of prophecy because of their diligence in allowing
God to use them. (Hebrews 5:14) They’ve had their senses exercised to discern both good and evil
and have been set in the body as ordained prophets by those who have observed their gift in
operation. They are recognized as operating at a higher level of faith and accuracy in the
prophetic gift. It is the prophet who speaks “Thus says the Holy Spirit” in more of a directive
way with confidence. We see this in the instance of the prophet Agabus when he prophesied to
Paul concerning what would happen to him when we went to Jerusalem.
Acts 21:10-11 And as we stayed many days, a certain prophet named Agabus came down from
Judea. 11When he had come to us, he took Paul's belt, bound his own hands and feet, and said,
"Thus says the Holy Spirit, 'So shall the Jews at Jerusalem bind the man who owns this belt, and
deliver him into the hands of the Gentiles.' "
Before the prophet, Agabus’, coming, other disciples spoke through the Spirit that he should
not go up to Jerusalem. (Acts 21:4) They did not prophesy in the specific, directive terms that

Agabus spoke. In their spirits, they were sensing he shouldn’t go because there would be trouble.
It took the prophet to speak with authority what would happen to him if he were to go.
Rather than being blindsided, the gift of prophecy spoken through the above sources just
mentioned helped Paul to prepare and respond appropriately to what was about to happen upon
his return to Jerusalem.
Most people, who operate in the gift of prophecy, speak in the realm of edification,
exhortation and comfort to other believers rather than a more directive manner.
1Corinthians 14:3 But he who prophesies speaks edification and exhortation and comfort to
men.
Paul exhorts us in this same chapter that the gifts of the Spirit are to be done decently and in
order. Operating according to our level of faith until our local elders have released us is all a part
of allowing the gifts of the Spirit to come forth in a decently and orderly manner. None of us are
a law unto ourselves, but must be connected to the other members of the body and covered by
local elders.
1Corinthians 14:39-40 Therefore, brethren, desire earnestly to prophesy, and do not forbid to
speak with tongues. 40Let all things be done decently and in order.
There has been much confusion and abuse of the gift of prophecy throughout the body of
Christ because the church has not followed this exhortation by Paul.
God’s desire towards us, in prophecy, is that we would all press into the gift and allow it to
work according to our level of faith. It is equally important that we not despise prophecy, but
rather embrace it and receive it for the extraordinary gift it is. (1Thessalonians 5:20, 1Corinthians 14:5)
The gift of prophecy is designed to encourage and strengthen us in the faith. Many times it
confirms what God is already doing and saying, which gives us the confidence and assurance
that He has been speaking and directing our lives unto Him in a greater way. As a result, we
begin to grow from faith to faith. (Romans 1:17) It helps us to fight the good fight of faith as Paul
told Timothy. His exhortation to Timothy was to wage a good warfare by the prophecies he had
received. (1Timothy 1:18)
I have had quite a few prophecies given to me over the years. They have been very
instrumental in the overall direction of my life. Some were kairos moments that solidified me in
my calling and purpose while others were merely encouraging words that added to my faith and
helped to keep me moving forward.
During my send-out service I received prophecies. One, in particular, stood out, which as
given to me by the prophet on staff. He said my time with the church planting team would be for
a short season, intimating I wouldn’t be there long. At the time, I just filed it away, because as
far as I was concerned I was going there to be fully committed. He said my season there was for
the purpose of training for what God was calling me to do.
As it turned out, within a couple of months, I was assigned to preach the Wednesday night
services. I did this on a weekly basis for two and half years. At the end of this time, our pastor
and his family decided to move back to Anchorage and close the doors of the church. My wife
and I decided to move to the Sacramento area where there was another church in existence,
which had been sent from the church in Alaska several years prior.
After being with our new church for about three years and preaching on several occasions,
along with teaching in our Bible School, an unfortunate situation happened; and I was asked to
take the role of Senior Pastor. The prophecy given to me by the prophet had come to pass and
was now giving me the confidence and assurance I was where I was supposed to be. I was able to

do as Paul had exhorted young Timothy—to wage a good warfare by the prophecies that had
been given to me.
A few months after I had been set in as the Senior Pastor, we were visited by a proven
prophet from New Zealand. Another pastor from our fellowship of churches, who had been
mentoring me, suggested we invite this man for a time of ministry as he had been very effective
in his church while ministering in the prophetic realm. Our church was still in a period of
upheaval as a result of our pastor resigning and leaving me in charge. Even though I had been set
in by our apostle, I had sensed I wasn't fully received as the new pastor yet.
When the prophet arrived, he requested to have no communication with me or anyone else
in the body until he had delivered the prophetic word to our church. On his first evening with us,
he spoke a prophetic word to my wife and me. He spoke directly to our situation, affirming me in
taking a new role as Senior Pastor, without having any prior knowledge, whatsoever. The pastor
who had been mentoring me, assured me that he had not told him anything about our situation.
As a result, I was confirmed in the church’s eyes and was very well received from then on.
As you can see, prophecy can be a very encouraging source of faith to us as we move
forward in God’s calling and purpose.

Prophecy Can Be Confusing at Times
Prophecy can also be very confusing because no one is perfect in the gift nor has complete
faith as Jesus did.
Most of the prophecies I have received over the years have hit the mark though some did not
witness to my spirit whatsoever. I have also had some in which part of the prophecy hit the mark
while other portions were totally off. How do we respond when that happens?
1Thessalonians tells us that we are not to despise prophecies but to test all things and hold
fast to what is good. (1Thessalonians 5:20-21) The fact that we are to test prophecy indicates to us
that there is room for error. If I’m receiving a prophecy that doesn’t witness to my spirit, I’m not
going to act upon it. We shouldn’t be blown away by the mistake, but rather simply discard it
and hold fast to the portion that witnessed to our spirit. It may also be that it is for a later time in
your life. For instance, when I heard the word from the prophet that my time with the church
planting team was going to be for a short season, I just filed it away. It was very helpful and
encouraged to me when it did come to pass in that it helped me to process what God was doing
in my life during a time of transition.
Prophecy, for the most part, is designed to be more of an encouragement to our faith rather
than directional. However, when confirmed, it can be directional by other sources from which we
hear from God into our spirits. For instance, when Paul received the directive word from Agabus,
it confirmed what he already heard through the Spirit.
Prophecy can be very helpful as we move forward in the purpose and destiny that God has
called to as we experience authentic Christianity.

The Primary Means of Navigation
Prophecy and visions are important to us, but the reality is that they are not the primary
means of navigation as we move forward on the path of life. I have found them to be very
instrumental at pivotal moments. They help to establish the overall direction and purpose we are
going, but on a daily basis God gently prods us on as we are obedient to His Word and Spirit.

A significant passage of Scripture in Proverbs says, “The mind of man plans his ways, but
the Lord directs his steps, as we commit our works to the Lord.” Notice the progression of
thought in the Scriptures below.
Proverbs 16:1-3 The preparations of the heart belong to man, but the answer of the tongue is
from the Lord. 2All the ways of a man are pure in his own eyes, but the Lord weighs the spirits.
3
Commit your works to the Lord, and your thoughts will be established.
Proverbs 16:9 A man's heart plans his way, But the Lord directs his steps.
The principle found in these verses is that as we are faithful to commit our lives and works
to the Lord, He will be faithful to direct our steps. Proverbs 16 goes along with Proverbs 3:5-6
where we are exhorted not to lean on our understanding.
Proverbs 3:5-6 Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding;
6
in all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths.
As we are faithful to commit our ways to the Lord, He will establish our thoughts, enabling
Him to direct our steps. It’s a total reliance on the Holy Spirit’s expertise in our lives to be our
guide. In the process, the Lord weighs our motives and convicts us if we have impure motives.
When we allow the Lord to convict and challenge our motives, it keeps our thoughts pure so that
He can lead us in the direction He has charted out for our lives.
Have you ever wondered how people who prophesy can do it so effectively to the degree
they are speaking into the window of your soul? It’s as simple as committing their works to the
Lord so that God can establish the thoughts that are coming forth and then trusting they are really
from God. As they are faithful to speak with pure motives, there is a confirmation in their spirits
that releases the prophetic flow coming forth. If there are impure motives such as envy and selfseeking, it will affect the prophetic word because out of the abundance of the heart the mouth
speaks.
God uses this principle on a daily basis to direct our lives as we continually acknowledge
Him in all of our ways. He does this through spiritual impressions, our intuition, and through His
still small voice. It’s when we shut out all the other voices that are clamoring for our attention
that we can hear what God is speaking to our spirits. I’m convinced He’s always speaking in one
form or another, but we are much too busy to quiet our souls before Him.

God Never Speaks in an Anxious Way
It’s important to understand, God always speaks in a peaceable and gentle way, never with
confusion or in an anxious way as we see in the following passage.
James 3:17-18 But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to
yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy. 18Now the fruit of
righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace.

God Never Speaks Contrary to His Word
It’s also important to understand that God never speaks contrary to His Word. If we are
hearing something that is in contradiction to God’s Word, then His Word takes precedence over
what we may be hearing. Keep in mind, none of us are perfect in our understanding, but must
always process what we hear through the purity of His Word.
As we are faithful to adhere to the Word of God and the Holy Spirit by putting into practice
what they say, we will discover more and more what God has in store for us as at each interval in
the path ahead.

The bottom line is, God’s Word and Spirit are designed to partner together as they lead us
along this path that holds the keys to our destiny and purpose in Him. As we take on the
responsibility of making sure, the Word and Spirit are partnering together it keeps us on track as
we pursue our destiny and purpose in God. As a result, we don’t fall into deception or error.

*****

Seven Essentials for the Journey
Chapter Six
As His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the
knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue—2Peter 1:3
As you have discovered by now, you’re on the journey of a lifetime that requires availing
yourself to all that God has made available to you. As you navigate your way through the maze
that has been formed by the world around you, there are a number of essentials God has given to
us that are very helpful and necessary in our journey.
The Christian experience is a lifetime event that will take you through many twists and turns
filled with joys and sorrows, heartaches and disappointments, trials and tribulations, victories
and defeats, and from moments of despair to moments of great jubilation.
The longer we travel, the more we realize we need to pick up a few things to prepare us for
what’s ahead. By acquiring the essentials along the way, we will make our journey more
enjoyable and less stressful when we begin to experience some of the hardships and difficulties.
When the Israelites began to encounter hardship in the wilderness on the way to the
Promised Land they began to murmur and complain. Their attitude was so bad they wanted to
turn back. Fortunately, God didn’t allow them to do so. Instead of giving into the same attitude
they had, we can be equipped to continue to move forward in spite of the difficulties.
As we pick up the necessary essentials, our attitude will change and be one of counting it all
joy. It is when we allow the attitude of counting it all joy to take root by joyfully acknowledging
God in all of our ways that He can guide and direct us more perfectly through the process. (James
1:2-3, Proverbs 3:6)

Jesus didn’t promise that the journey would be easy. He said, “In the world you will have
tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.” (John 16:33)
The apostle Paul experienced hardships along his journey. On one occasion, after he had
been nearly stoned to death while traveling from city to city, he and Barnabas returned to those
same cities strengthening the disciples and encouraging them to continue in the faith.
He said to them, “We must go through many tribulations to enter the kingdom of God.” (Acts
14:19-21) In Paul’s second epistle to Timothy, he wrote, “You, therefore, must endure hardship
as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.” (2Timothy 2:3)
God’s desire is not for us get caught off guard or blindsided when trying times come upon
us, but rather to be prepared and equipped as James, the Lord’s brother, exhorted us.
James 1:2-3 My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials 3knowing that the
testing of your faith produces patience.
We all get blindsided at times, but it doesn’t have to be as Peter wrote in his first epistle, “If
need be, you have been grieved by various trials.” (1Peter 1:6)
I recently read an article about the many mistakes tourists make when they visit New York
City. The article had many helpful hints on how to make your stay more enjoyable by knowing a
few essentials. The article had many tips, including how to ride subways, how to get around in a
crowded city without a car, restaurants to visit, and even how to walk down a busy sidewalk
without getting New Yorkers annoyed with you.
By taking the time to read and study where our journey may be taking us and what the
essentials are, we can eliminate many of the bumps and bruises along the way.

Just like many of the video games people play in which they must pick up tools and
weapons to deal with the obstacles that come, we, too, must find the tools and other essentials
needed for the journey ahead. They help to prepare us for the unexpected and unforeseen events
that come upon us as we move forward on a path that has many unexpected twists and turns.

Essential #1—Baptism of the Holy Spirit
Following the resurrection of Jesus and His ascension into the heavens, one of the first
essentials Jesus exhorted His disciples to acquire was the baptism of the Holy Spirit. In fact, He
told them to wait in Jerusalem and not to go anywhere until they received it. (Luke 24:49) The
disciples had been on their journey for three and a half years before Jesus was crucified and put
to death. After His resurrection, He made it clear that they would need the baptism of the Holy
Spirit and the power that comes with it. It wasn’t enough to be just born of the Spirit; they
needed to be fully baptized or immersed into His Spirit.
Acts 1:8 But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you shall be
witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth."
As seen in the Book of Acts, the disciples of Jesus exploded in power after receiving the
baptism of the Holy Spirit. They went everywhere witnessing and preaching the gospel with
signs following.
I realize there are differing schools of thought as to what the baptism of the Holy Spirit is
and how one is to receive it. However, I would encourage you to study it out with an open mind
before you come to any firm convictions one way or the other.
When the disciples received the baptism of the Holy Spirit in Acts 2 and other places in the
book of Acts, they received it with tongues as the initial evidence of having received it. (Acts 2:14, Acts 10:44, Acts 19:1-6)

Peter went on to say, “For the promise is to you and your children, and to all who are afar
off, as many as the Lord our God will call.” (Acts 2:39)
Has God called you? Then this promise is for you.
When Peter went before the Jerusalem elders, he recounted the experience of the Gentiles
receiving the baptism of the Holy Spirit for the first time. He identified both the experience with
the Gentiles and the one in Acts where the first disciples received it as the baptism of the Holy
Spirit which John the Baptist spoke of at the baptism of Jesus. (Acts 11:15-18) In both experiences,
speaking in tongues was the evidence that they had received it.
The baptism of the Holy Spirit is designed to bring us into a greater level of intimacy with
the Holy Spirit as He guides us and disperses things from the heart of the Father into our spirits.
(1Corinthians 2:12-16) We receive the power and authority of Christ that continually gives us the
ability to tackle the hard issues of life. We also receive divine and creative abilities as the gifts of
the Spirit are released in and through our lives.
Just as Jude exhorted us to build up our faith by praying in the Holy Spirit, my prayer is that
you would seek the Lord and ask Him to baptize you in the Holy Spirit. The baptism of the Holy
Spirit is essential for your journey ahead. (Jude 1:20) God’s promises will not be withheld from
those who ask, seek, hunger, and thirst for the Holy Spirit. (Luke 11:9-13, John 7:37-39)

Essential #2—Prayer
Prayer is another important essential to our journey we must consider. It’s through prayer
that we develop intimacy with the Father and discover How He desires to bless us in every
conceivable way. Much of His blessing comes as a result of knowing how to pray.

Jerry Bridges, in his book, “The Discipline of Grace,” says, “When we pray to God for His
blessing, He does not examine our performance to see if we are worthy. Rather, He looks to see
if we are trusting in the merit of His Son as our only hope for securing His blessing.”
The attitude of trusting in the merit of Christ must continually be maintained throughout our
journey as we bring our petitions before Him. It is through prayer that we come to depend upon
the working of God in our lives. As we wait on God, we are given the grace, encouragement, and
strength to continue the journey. The prophet Isaiah says, “Those who wait upon the Lord shall
renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be
weary, they shall walk and not faint.” (Isaiah 40:31)
The life of Jesus clearly portrays how He continually went to the Father in prayer and
supplication. It was during His seasons in prayer that He found the wisdom and direction He
needed for the decisions He was making. He was totally dependent upon the Father to show Him
what to do. (John 5:30)
There are many examples of how important prayer was to Jesus. One example is when Jesus
called His disciples to Him after spending all night in prayer. He then chose His twelve apostles.
(Luke 6:12-13) Another example is with the healing of Peter’s mother-in-law and having the whole
city gather at His door while healing many who were sick and casting out many demons.
Following this extraordinary time of ministry, He rose up very early the next morning to find a
place of seclusion where He could be alone with His Father. His disciples, wondering where He
had disappeared to, sought Him out and found Him in prayer. They wanted Him to come back
and continue ministering to the people because they were all waiting for Him.
His reply to them was, "Let us go into the next towns that I may preach there also because
for this purpose I have come forth."
Just as Jesus renewed His purpose and mission after spending time in prayer, so it is with us.
So often we go about our day without having our purpose renewed. It is as we spend time in the
Word and prayer each day that God often reminds us of our purpose and mission for the day.
If Jesus, who was given the Spirit without measure, needed to have seasons alone with the
Father, we will also need to wait upon Him for the instructions and help needed in our journey
ahead.

What is Prayer?
The Questions to consider are: what is prayer and how is it that we are to fulfill the
admonition to pray without ceasing and losing heart in the process? (1Thessalonians 5:17, Luke 18:1)
There have been numerous books written on prayer, all of which give us glimpses into what true
prayer is. It would be impossible to cover every aspect of prayer in this short section. Instead, I
will try to give you a brief synopsis of what I believe prayer to be.
In short, prayer is as much about listening to the voice of the Holy Spirit as it is about
presenting our petitions to the Lord. The preceding Scriptures, in the life of Jesus show how His
time in prayer included this aspect while waiting on the Father for specific instructions and
ministry. Just as Jesus had seasons of extended prayer and waiting on the Lord, so should we as
we wait on Him for the direction and wisdom we need for our pilgrimage.
E.W. Kenyon says, “Prayer is believing in God and His Word while holding it before Him
as a mirror with the words that come forth from our lips. As we look to God and His Word for
His many promises, it is facing Him to meet our needs as we hold His promises before Him. It’s
coming boldly to His throne of grace and presence as one who stands in the righteousness of
Jesus with an expectation that He is there to hear us. Prayer is intimacy and constant

communion with the Father through Christ, which enables us to bask in His presence as He
illuminates the Word in our minds.” (Paraphrased from “In His Presence” by EW Kenyon, Hebrews 10:1920, Hebrews 4:16, James 5:16)

Hebrews 13:15 Therefore by Him let us continually offer the sacrifice of praise to God, that is,
the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His name.
When we come before God with a sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving; we come into His
presence with our petitions, heartaches, and burdens as He partakes of the fruit of our lips. It’s
two hearts of love—ours and God’s—being joined with a strong desire to give what the other
desires.
Prayer is Intercession as well. We are all called to be intercessors in one degree or another
and should be interceding for the needs and concerns the Lord puts on our hearts. Intercession
isn’t necessarily the idea of coming to Him on our knees as we beg and cry, but rather as sons or
daughters coming boldly into the presence of our Father, who delights in granting us our requests
as we make them known to Him.
In Scripture, we are exhorted to pray for our leaders, both secular and spiritual. Paul
continually urged the believers to pray for him, one another, and other leaders who were
ministering the Word of God. He also exhorted us to pray for our governmental leaders. In
today’s political climate, this is a significant challenge with politics being as polarized as it is.
Nevertheless, we are to pray for them whether we agree with them or not.
Another important aspect of prayer is that of praying according to the will of God, rather
than praying for things we use to consume simply upon our lusts as James the Lord’s brother
writes.
James 4:3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask amiss, that you may spend it on your
pleasures.
It is when we are praying in the will of God that we have the confidence that God hears us
and gives us according to our petitions.
1John 5:14-15 Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according
to His will, He hears us. 15 And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we
have the petitions that we have asked of Him.
I have found, when praying in the Spirit by speaking in tongues, I am praying according to
God’s will with greater clarity and purpose. As my heart becomes engaged even though my mind
is unfruitful or not knowing what I am praying for, I sense in my spirit what the Holy Spirit is
praying through me. I then begin to pray in English in agreement with Him. Praying in the Spirit
not only encourages me to pray more fervently but also builds my faith as it says in Jude’s
epistle. (Jude 1:20) Who better to be in agreement with than the Holy Spirit, who is revealing the
Father’s will and heart to us? (Matthew 18:19)
The disciples of Jesus were very curious about prayer as they observed Jesus in prayer and
the results He received. Their curiosity led to asking Him to teach them how to pray. His
response has now been coined as “The Lord’s Prayer,” found in Matthew and Luke’s gospels.
(Matthew 7:5-15, Luke 11:1-8) He first exhorts them on what not to do and then goes into How to
pray.
Matthew 6:9-13 “In this manner, therefore, pray: Our Father in heaven Hallowed be Your
name, 10Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 11Give us this day our
daily bread. 12And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 13And do not lead us into
temptation but deliver us from the evil one. For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever. Amen.”

In this passage of Scripture, various aspects of prayer are seen. He starts out with a prayer
that’s focused on who God is and our worship towards Him. This kind of prayer can be
contemplative or meditative—meaning, you concentrate on the various aspects of who God is, of
which I shared in Chapter One. It can also be declarative as you pray like David did on many
occasions—speaking out how great God is. As you make these faith declarations, you are
building your faith by being immersed into who God has declared Himself to be.
After exhorting His disciples to pray God’s kingdom to be established on earth as it is in
heaven, He then leads them into intercessory prayer. Keep in mind, the prayer Jesus is giving to
His disciples is a general outline for us to follow. As you pray for the kingdom of God to come
to your friends, community, and your life, it should be specific to your particular field of harvest.
He also reminds them that He’s there to take care of daily needs. Confession and asking
forgiveness for our sins is also important as we pray to overcome the temptations that come our
way.
There you have it! I sincerely hope this section has encouraged and helped you, and that you
will take your seasons in prayer more seriously as you engage in this essential to your faith.

Essential #s 3, 4, & 5—Faith, Hope, and Love
Faith, hope, and love are three more keys to the Christian life. They are necessary to keep us
on the course so that we do not lose sight of the path or get blown off course as we journey
towards our final destination in Christ.
In Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians, he speaks about the unperfected state we are in while
on this journey. (1John 3:2) He compares our lives from what they are now to what they will be
like when we see Jesus face to face at the Second Coming as seen in the following Scripture.
1Corinthians 13:8-10 Love never fails. But whether there are prophecies, they will fail; whether
there are tongues, they will cease; whether there is knowledge, it will vanish away. 9For we
know in part, and we prophesy in part. 10But when that which is perfect has come, then that
which is in part will be done away.
In the passage above, several things are mentioned which are needed until we see Jesus face
to face. He then gives three essential ingredients in the passage below that are required in our
lives right now—faith, hope and love.
1Corinthians 13:12-13 For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in
part, but then I shall know just as I also am known. 13And now abide faith, hope, love, these
three; but the greatest of these is love.
The truth is, there are many potential dangers and pitfalls around us, all of which have the
potential of causing us to detour from the path of life. We live in perilous and evil times with
many demonic and destructive forces that are trying to destroy our faith or get us detoured. It is
as we continue to walk in faith, hope and love that we continue with our faith intact.
Faith, hope, and love are given to us so that we can navigate our lives securely in this world
until that glorious day of seeing Jesus face to face.
According to the Book of Hebrews, faith is essential to our Christian walk as it says,
“Without faith it is impossible to please God.” (Hebrews 11:6)
Faith is important because as we catch glimpses of our final destination, we navigate the
path of life by faith. We cannot see with our physical eyes where we are going in our spiritual
quest for God. Faith goes as far as it can see, and when it gets there, it will always be able to see
farther.

When in the midst of life’s many perplexing dilemmas, faith grasps and seizes that which is
ahead. It is the conviction of the reality we see in the invisible realm of all that we cannot see
with our fleshly eyes. It is a firm belief in something for which there is no proof. When we
respond in this kind of faith to whatever seems impossible or perplexing, it not only brings us
into the fruitfulness God has intended but also prepares us for the next adventure with an added
dimension as we grow from faith to faith. As a result, we are launched further into our destiny
and purpose.
As a young Christian, in my quest to know God and His ways, I found the experience of
growing from faith to faith to be very exhilarating with a realization and its importance that
continues to this day. As I responded in faith to where the Holy Spirit was leading me, I would
have more motivation and understanding for the next phase of my journey.
Growing from faith to faith has sustained me for over 40 years of walking with the Lord. As
God continues to breathe into my spirit, I am continually excited about the future with an
understanding that my best days are yet ahead. It consistently gives me hope for the future and
acts as an anchor to my soul in the midst of all the turbulence from the world.
Hope is also a very important essential. Aside from the hope we have as we journey from
faith to faith, there is a hope based on God’s great love towards us that helps us seize the eternal
destiny we have in Him. It’s an awe-inspiring hope of what we put our faith in—our eternal
home in heaven and the “Second Coming of Christ.”
1John 3:1-2 Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be
called children of God! Therefore, the world does not know us, because it did not know Him.
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Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we
know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is.
As we continue our pilgrimage towards the eternal home Jesus is preparing for us, it is the
hope of our calling that often keeps us moving forward in spite of the obstacles and dangers we
may face along the way. Jesus said He is preparing an eternal home and destination for each of
us. All that Jesus is getting ready for us is the hope that is like an anchor to our souls in the midst
of the storms of life. We see this in the following Scriptures.
John 14:2-3 "In My Father's house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I
go to prepare a place for you. 3"And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and
receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.
We live in the world that has created for itself many turbulences and disorders. The world is
on a destructive course. As disciples of Jesus, we must be able to navigate through this tide of
unbelief, violence, wickedness and corruption if we are to endure until the end. Knowing that
Jesus is preparing an eternal home for us gives us the hope we need in a world that shall
disappear with the sands of time. We must hold fast to this confession of our hope without
wavering.
Hebrews 10:23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who
promised is faithful.
When everything seems to be falling apart, hope keeps us steady with our feet firmly
holding to the path. When the storms of life begin to rise against us, we throw out the anchor of
hope until the storm begins to subside as seen in the following Scripture.
Hebrews 6:18-19 that by two immutable things, in which it is impossible for God to lie, we might
have strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold of the hope set before us. 19This

hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and stead-fast, and which enters the Presence
behind the veil.
Love is included in the essentials because we need to know we are the apple of God’s eye.
We are loved and treasured by a God, who desires to dwell with us in a very intimate manner.
We need to know that our Father in heaven takes great delight in us as His kids. We are the apple
of His eye in the same way our children are to us. We need to know we are all His favorite in the
same way the apostle John knew when he referred to himself as the one the Lord loved. (John
21:20) John had a deeper revelation than the other apostles of the great love God had towards
Him through Jesus Christ. May the Holy Spirit reveal to us all more profound revelations of how
much the Father loves and adores us! Our prayer should be like David’s when he said…
Psalm 17:7-8 (NIV) Show me the wonders of your great love, you who save by your right hand
those who take refuge in you from their foes. 8Keep me as the apple of your eye; hide me in the
shadow of your wings.
The Father’s desire is to hide us in the shadow of His wings in the way that was expressed
by Jesus as He looked over the people of Jerusalem and said, “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one
who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your
children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing!”
(Matthew 23:37)

The picture of Jesus wanting to gather us as a hen gathers her chicks is a beautiful image of
the intimacy and warmth that is born out of the heart of God’s love for us that He desires to
engulf us in. Let’s not be like those who were unwilling, but rather let us come boldly to Him.
His desire is to smother us in His great love. Our prayer should be that of David’s—“to be
hidden in the shadow of His wings.”
The greatest of faith, hope and love is love because it’s the bond that holds everything
together. Where would we be without the love of the Father, or where would we be without the
love and support of our brothers and sisters around us?
Colossians 2:2 that their hearts may be encouraged being knit together in love, and attaining to
all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the knowledge of the mystery of God, both of
the Father and of Christ,
Colossians 3:14 But above all these things put on love, which is the bond of perfection.
God’s love springs forth from the fact that He loves us in our most unlovable conditions.
While we were still in rebellion towards Him, He sought us even though we were doing
everything we could to hide from Him.
Romans 5:8 But God demonstrates His love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ
died for us.
The greatest act of love known to humanity was when God sent His beloved Son, Jesus
Christ, to die for our sins so that we could experience the great love God the Father has for us.
John 3:16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes
in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.
Luke 19:10 for the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.
We experience God’s love in a myriad of ways. How often has God spoken to your spirit
and encouraged you? What about the times in which He answered your prayers in a way in
which you knew it had to be God? Or what about the times when you may have been depressed
about something, and He was there to lift you up in a way only He could. The list goes on. He is

continually watching over our lives with love and care as He hides us in the shadow of His
wings.
We must be able to receive His love before we can adequately love Him in return. I would
encourage you to make a list of all the ways God has showered His love upon you and then
continue to make note of them as you travel through life. You may be surprised! Making a list
helps you in your discovery of the width, length, depth and the height of God’s great love
towards you.
Our response to God’s great love toward us is the “Great Commandment,” which is the
essence of discovering what authentic Christianity is. If we fail to get this right we become
nothing more than Christians who are making a lot of noise without accomplishing much for the
kingdom.
As the apostle Paul said, “If we do not have love we become sounding brass or clanging
cymbals.” (1Corinthians 13:1)
We are to love Him because He first loved us. How is it that God desires us to love Him?
The Bible gives us plenty of instruction. The great commandment is a good place to begin.
Matthew 22:37-40 Jesus said to him, "'You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with
all your soul, and with all your mind.' (and with all your strength—Mark 12:30) 38This is the first
and great commandment. 39And the second is like it: 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.'
40
On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets." (Mark’s gospel also includes all
your strength – Mark 12:29-31)

What does it mean to love the Lord our God with all of our heart, soul, mind and strength?
Four areas are given here as to how we are to show our love to God. The Christian position is;
"You shall love the Lord your God with all your mind"—the intellectual nature; "with all your
heart"—the emotional life; "with all your soul"—the voluntary nature; and "with all your
strength"—the physical nature. The whole person is to love God—mind, emotion, will, and
strength.
When we love God with all of our strength of mind, emotion, will and physical strength we
will have a balanced and strong character, which produces in us a genuine love for God and
others as He desires.

Essential #6—Fruit of the Spirit
When we think about all that we need to pick up along the way, we cannot afford to miss the
fruit of the Spirit, which keeps us from stumbling and helps us to hold firmly to the path.
2Peter 1:5-9 But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, to virtue
knowledge, 6to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to perseverance godliness,
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to godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness love. 8For if these things are yours
and abound, you will be neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.
For he who lacks these things is shortsighted, even to blindness, and has forgotten that he was
cleansed from his old sins.
There are things mentioned in the above passage that we are to add diligently to our faith.
These are character traits we must put some effort into if they are to become a part of our new
nature. It is as we yield to God’s Spirit that these attributes take root in our lives. As we put on
the new man created after Christ, it causes an agreement in the Spirit that allows God to clothe us
with these excellent attributes. Paul said, “To this end I also labor, striving according to His
working that works in me mightily.” (Colossians 1:29)

For the Holy Spirit to work mightily on our behalf, we must be equally yoked to what He
desires to do. Otherwise, we end up frustrating the grace of God, and He is unable to work on our
behalf, which is why Paul said, “To this end I also labor.”
Have you ever been involved with another person on a project only to discover you must
work equally together to complete the task? You were very zealous to get started and do an
excellent job, but you soon realized the person who had been appointed to work with you didn’t
care about the project nor pull their weight. As a result, you were unable to finish the project as a
team with excellence. In the process, the only thing you accomplished was frustrating one
another.
I think this is what often happens in the spiritual realm. In our laboring together with God,
He desires to work mightily on our behalf while we are less than diligent with a lack of fervency.
As a result, we frustrate the grace of God and the work He desires to do in our lives doesn’t get
done. (Galatians 2:21 KJV I do not frustrate the grace of God: NKJV I do not set the grace of God aside.) It’s
unfinished! Our lack of enthusiasm quenches or limits what He desires to do in and through our
lives. To activate the grace of God or His supernatural ability, we must be in agreement with
Him by yielding wholeheartedly to His desires.
With this in mind, let’s look at the attributes just mentioned to gain further understanding as
to why they are so important.
Virtue is voluntary obedience to truth and the strength that comes from straining, stretching and
extending. (Noah Webster’s “Definition of Virtue”)
Knowledge is an understanding of the truth of God’s applied to our lives. It follows virtue or
willing obedience as it’s when we step out in obedience to what His Word or Spirit is saying to
us that we receive further knowledge and understanding of His ways and purpose in our lives.
Self-Control is the ability to control your emotions and desires or the expression of them in your
behavior, especially in difficult situations. Self-control requires instant obedience to the initial
promptings of God’s Spirit.
Perseverance is continued effort to do or achieve something despite difficulties, failure, or
opposition: the action or condition or an instance of persevering: steadfastness. (Merriam Webster
Dictionary)

Godliness is Christian character and much more. It involves pure devotion to God which results
in a life that is pleasing to Him.
Brotherly Kindness is the quality of being friendly, generous, and considerate. It includes the
idea of being thoughtful, compassionate, warmhearted and unselfish towards others.
As Peter closes this section, he admonishes us to make our calling and election sure by
diligently adding these fruitful characteristics to our lives. If we do, we assure ourselves we will
never stumble nor lose our way but will be guaranteed and supplied abundantly an entrance into
the everlasting kingdom. All of this takes delighting in God, trusting in Him and resting in Him
as you allow these attributes to be worked out in your lives. We are to strain, stretch and extend
in doing so.
1Peter 1:10-11 Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to make your call and election sure,
for if you do these things you will never stumble; 11for so an entrance will be supplied to you
abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Essential #7—Practice of Giving
Another crucial ingredient to our faith is that of giving. It is in giving of ourselves in every
area of our lives, including our finances, that continually prepares us for the unforeseen events

that regularly come our way. As we are faithful to sow bountifully into the kingdom of God, we
will also reap bountifully in our lives. As we do, God’s grace continually abounds towards us so
that we always have all sufficiency in all things with an abundance for every good work.
(2Corinthians 9:6-8)

Jesus said, “Give, and it will be given to you: good measure, pressed down shaken together
and running over will be put into your bosom. For with the same measure, that you use, it will be
measured back to you.” (Luke 6:38)
In Jesus’ teaching on The Parable of the Talents, we discover how important giving is. One
of the most necessary ingredients for having His kingdom rule and authority established in our
lives is that of bringing our finances under His Lordship. (Matthew 25:14-30 The Parable of the Talents)
In this parable found in Matthew 25:14-30, we must ask ourselves the question, "What is Jesus
talking about?" Is it how well we make financial investments or is it how well we manage
and use what He has given to us for the glory of His Kingdom?
The Parable of the Talents teaches us the kingdom truth, "We are stewards—not owners."
When we come to the full understanding and commitment of what this implies, we will
experience a greater measure of God's kingdom authority and power released. It is as we
welcome this truth wholeheartedly that Jesus becomes the Lord of our lives.
We must see ourselves as caught in the struggle between God and Satan in the area of whose
authority gets established in our lives. Satan is using the love of money to establish his rule in the
hearts of humanity. God is using the kingdom truth of stewardship to instill His authority and
power in our hearts. Both have to do with money because money reveals our heart’s condition.
When we practice good stewardship, money doesn’t get a grip on our souls and cause us to
become deceived in our relationship with the Lord.
The Bible tells us in the last days men shall be lovers of money. (2Timothy 3:1-2) Jesus says,
"Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves
break in and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven..."
An example of this truth is found in the Book of Acts when the disciples gave up complete
ownership of their lives, knowing that God's absolute rule and reign would bring them into a
much richer blessing. They understood the principle of stewardship.
Acts 4:32-33 Now the multitude of those who believed were of one heart and one soul; neither
did anyone say that any of the things he possessed was his own, but they had all things in
common. And with great power the apostles gave witness to the resurrection of Jesus. And great
grace was upon them all.
God is looking for the heart-attitude of stewardship to be established in His people as we
continue to move forward to the culmination of all things. If we want to see Him work in us as
He did in this early church, we must empty ourselves of the ownership of all that we own. We do
this by seeing ourselves as stewards and not owners.
Another great example of how giving is related to God’s authority, and power is the heart
attitude that went into the foundation for establishing Solomon's Temple with glory and power.
His kingdom rule spread over the whole earth in his day. King David gives us a beautiful
example of what the right heart attitude looks like as we see in the following Scriptures. He says,
“Of Your own we have given You.”
1 Chronicles 29:11-12,14 Yours, O LORD, is the greatness, the power and the glory, the victory
and the majesty; for all that is in heaven and in earth is Yours; Yours is the kingdom, O LORD,
and You are exalted as head over all. Both riches and honor come from You, and You reign over
all. In Your hand is power and might; in Your hand it is to make great and to give strength to

all.14But who am I, and who are my people, that we should be able to offer so willingly as this?
For all things come from You, and of Your own we have given You.
David was not only able to confess that he was a steward and not an owner, but he proved it
through his obedience and grateful heart. He understood that this issue was one of the crucial
tests that God uses to test the heart of man. (1Chronicles 29:17)
The result of David's obedience through the emptying of himself and his possessions was a
kingdom established under Solomon's reign that ruled with glory and power throughout the land.
(2Chronicles 5:13-14, 9:22-23)

Our ability to allow God's kingdom established with power and authority in our midst is a
result of the practice of giving. God must be able to make draws from His earthen and unique
treasures in the earth. When we withhold that which belongs to God, His kingdom rule can’t be
firmly established in our midst.
Our selfishness and refusal to bring our finances under His lordship withholds His divine
power and reign upon the land and our communities. God's absolute kingdom rule cannot be
established in our hearts until we empty ourselves of personal ownership and accept the fact that
we are simply stewards of His goods. The choice is ours as the parable of the talents so clearly
illustrates—we can either be judged as worthy stewards, who receive a blessing or as unjust
stewards who get cast into the place of outer darkness.
What does it mean to give up ownership? Should we sell all of our earthly possessions and
give them to the poor? How is this played out in 21st Century Christianity?
Good stewardship begins with the giving of the tithe or tenth of all that we have towards the
work of the Lord. It’s the foundation on which the stewardship of our finances rests. When we
give the tenth to Him before anything else is bought or paid for, we honor Him as Lord of our
finances. By giving God the first fruits of our labor, we are investing in a steady return on our
investment. The following Scriptures show when the first fruit is holy the whole lump is holy.
Proverbs 3:9-10 Honor the LORD with your possessions, and with the firstfruits of all your
increase; so your barns will be filled with plenty, and your vats will overflow with new wine.
Romans 11:16 For if the firstfruit is holy, the lump is also holy; and if the root is holy, so are the
branches.
Leviticus 27:30 And all the tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land or of the fruit of the
tree, is the Lord’s. It is holy to the Lord.
The giving of the tithe was a part of the kingdom blessing in every major covenant that God
has made with humanity.
Abraham – gave a tithe before the Law existed and was incredibly blessed in all that he did and
was called the Father of our faith. (Genesis 14:18-20)
Jacob – made a commitment to give the tithe even when he had nothing. His covenant with God
gave birth to the nation of Israel through his twelve sons. Tithing was Jacob’s response to the
covenant God made with him. (Genesis 28:16-22)
Moses – Tithing was instituted as part of the Law of Moses under the covenant that God made
with him. (Leviticus 27:30-32)
New Testament – The apostle Paul writes, “In the same way the priests and Levites who
ministered the holy things under the law of Moses were taken care of, even so the Lord has
commanded that those who preach the gospel should live off the gospel.” (1Corinthians 9:6-12)
The tithe has always been a means of supporting those who minister and sow spiritual things
so that they can reap material things that enable them to be free to continue to do so.

1Corinthians 9:11 If we have sown spiritual things to you, is it a great thing if we reap your
material things?
Malachi 3:10-11 Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, That there may be food in My house,
And try Me now in this," Says the Lord of hosts, "If I will not open for you the windows of heaven
And pour out for you such blessing That there will not be room enough to receive it. 11"And I will
rebuke the devourer for your sakes, so that he will not destroy the fruit of your ground, nor shall
the vine fail to bear fruit for you in the field," Says the Lord of hosts;
As we have seen, the following benefits come forth from the principle of tithing the
firstfruits or 10% of our income.
Tithing is our response to God's covenant and divine ownership in our lives.
It is a major part in bringing our lives under Christ's Lordship, which is not an option.
If the firstfruit is holy, the whole lump will be holy. God will bless the 90%.
It blesses the heart by making it receptive to God's will.
It brings forth God's blessing in every area of our lives—He rebukes the devourer.
It blesses the church by enabling it to carry out a greater ministry.

Other Ways in which we Demonstrate Good Stewardship
Stewardship also involves the giving of offerings for various causes, including giving to the
poor. Many things come up in the life of the church that require special offerings to move
forward with the vision and purpose for which God has called us. We must be willing to give
towards these things as they come up, whether it be time, energy, talents or finances.
Luke 6:38 "Give, and it will be given to you: good measure, pressed down, shaken together, and
running over will be put into your bosom. For with the same measure that you use, it will be
measured back to you."
2Corinthians 9:6-8 But this I say: He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who
sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not
grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace
abound toward you, that you, always having all sufficiency in all things, have an abundance for
every good work.
To be a good steward, you must, first of all, be a good manager of your budget and finances.
If you are living beyond your means and running up bills on credit cards and spending your
money on things you don't need, you will never be able to give beyond the tithe.
Charles Swindoll writes, "I have been thinking about why the Scriptures teach ‘It is more
blessed to give than to receive.’” “Why is it that giving is preferred to receiving? Here are a few
reasons that have come to my mind."
Giving encourages unselfishness within us.
Giving brings others needed relief and encouragement.
Giving forces us out of our own tight radius world.
Giving keeps us from becoming too attached to material things.
Giving models the life Christ lived.
Giving results in eternal rewards.
Giving teaches us the value of servanthood.
Giving makes us more cheerful, caring people.
Giving prompts greater sensitivity toward others.

Giving provides an example for others to follow.
No wonder the apostle Paul wrote that "God loves a cheerful giver.”
It’s important to keep in mind that God only expects you to give according to your ability
when it comes to offerings that are over and above your tithe. Giving is equal sacrifice, not equal
giving. When your total finances come under the Lordship of Christ, God can bless you in ways
so that you can give more towards the work of the kingdom. As you do this, God blessings
continue to abound in your life, and you find yourself in the position of being a steward and not
an owner of what you have.
Now that you understand what some of the essentials of the faith are, we are ready to move
forward as we continue our journey into the invisible realms of God’s kingdom.
May God’s blessing and anointing be with you in every aspect of your life!
*****

Into The Wilderness
Finding Purpose in Trials and Tribulations
Chapter Seven
And not only that, but we also glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces
perseverance, and perseverance, character; and character, hope—Romans 5:3-4.
Our journey will eventually lead us into wilderness periods at various times just as it did for
Jesus and countless others who have gone before us. The more prepared we are, the better
equipped we’ll be to handle these seasons. The key is to have the God’s Word hidden in our
hearts so that we do not sin against Him in the process as the Israelites did.
Before Jesus was launched into ministry, He was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be
tempted by the devil. However, by relying on the Scriptures stored in His heart, He overcame the
temptations. (Matthew 4:1-11)
Just as Jesus had to face the wilderness before He was launched into ministry, the same
holds true for us. We must go through times of trials and testing if we are to fulfill all that God
has purposed for us. The children of Israel were also tested in the wilderness before they could
enter the Promised Land. Unfortunately, they were not as successful as Jesus. It took them 40
long years to learn the lessons of the wilderness. We see in the following Scripture, God’s
purpose for us during wilderness seasons.
Deuteronomy 8:2-3 And you shall remember that the Lord your God led you all the way these
forty years in the wilderness, to humble you and test you, to know what was in your heart,
whether you would keep His commandments or not. 3So He humbled you, allowed you to hunger,
and fed you with manna which you did not know nor did your fathers know, that He might make
you know that man shall not live by bread alone, but man lives by every word that proceeds from
the mouth of the Lord.

Filled with Faith, Hope & Love
When we first came to Christ, we were filled with faith, hope, and love with a sense of
newness that inspired us. As we began this incredible journey into the invisible realms of God’s
kingdom, we were filled with anticipation and high expectations of things to come. We may have
even sensed an invincibility as our lives were being shaped and enriched by our new nature and
the mind of Christ.
As the newness of the adventure wears off, the enemy steps up his attacks. He knows this is
his opportune time to take back the ground he’s lost in our lives. We must now be sober and
vigilant as the enemy of our faith tries to destroy the work of God in us. It doesn’t take long to
discover that we have a relentless enemy who doesn’t want these kingdom attributes taking root
in our lives. He knows once they do, he’s lost us for good.

Satan Steps up his Attacks
Just as Satan waited for a more opportune time with Jesus, so he does with us. (Luke 4:13) He
patiently waits for those opportune moments to drag us down and render us ineffective. As we
experience trials, hardships, and tests, he’s there to exploit them by bringing accusations against

us. He has been called the accuser of the brethren. (Revelation 12:10) His purpose is to steal, kill,
and destroy all that we’ve begun to experience in the kingdom realm. (John 10:10)
Jesus alluded to this in the Parable of the Sower concerning the seed sown on rocky ground.
He said, “But he who received the seed on the stony places, this is he who hears the word and
immediately receives it with joy; yet he has no root in himself, but endures only for a while. For
when tribulation or persecution arises because of the word, immediately he stumbles.”

We have a Tendency to Stumble
With our tendency to stumble, it’s important at the beginning of our journey to immerse
ourselves in God’s Word. It’s through the Word that the divine seed gets firmly planted in our
hearts and remains incorruptible. (1Peter 1:23-25) We must continually water and nurture the new
seed so that it gets firmly rooted in our lives as Peter exhorts us in the following Scripture.
1Peter 2:1-3 Therefore, laying aside all malice, all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and all evil speaking
as newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that you may grow thereby if indeed you
have tasted that the Lord is gracious.
Many young believers fall away when they begin to experience hardship by giving into
Satan and his devices. It’s those who have immersed themselves in God’s Word and have stayed
in fellowship who continue the journey without getting detoured or drawn completely off course.

Beware of Disillusionment
As we begin to experience these new found trials and tribulations, there is the possibility
that a sense of disillusionment will tempt us to give up. Satan takes full advantage of our trials
and hardships by expanding on the disillusionment all the more. Once we begin to listen to him,
we’re open to further disappointment, deceit and whatever else he has up his sleeve.
Trials and hardships are spiritual tests we must go through and eventually pass. Otherwise,
we end up like the Israelites—just wandering in circles not accomplishing much. We have many
wonderful promises in God’s Word that represent the Promised Land in the same way it did for
them.
Let’s not be like those who become stuck in forms of legalism or walking in the flesh rather
than walking in grace. We must continue in the grace of God by allowing Him to be our
sufficiency in all things as we navigate through trials that come our way. We depart from grace
as Paul spoke of when we begin to walk in our sufficiency rather than God’s. (Galatians 5:4) We
see this in the following Scripture as well.
Galatians 3:3-4 Are you so foolish? Having begun in the Spirit, are you now being made perfect
by the flesh? Have you suffered so many things in vain—if indeed it was in vain?
The following diagram illustrates the process as we journey towards our final destination in
God. Bear in mind, it is simply a general synopsis of our pilgrimage. We are all individuals
before God and experience His dealings in various ways and times throughout our walk with the
Lord.

Looking at the diagram, we can see God initially draws us unto Himself through His Son,
Jesus Christ. As we respond to the call of salvation, we are filled with an inexpressible joy that
results in a new-found hope that is drenched in His rich mercy and grace now flowing freely into
our lives. (Ephesians 2:4-10, 1Peter 1:8) Thus begins our new pilgrimage of walking in faith, hope,
and love as new-found vision and purpose takes root in our lives. As we repent before God, by
surrendering to His kingdom authority, we begin to walk with a new sense of invincibility. We
feel the strength of God as He pours it into us.

Trials and Hardships are Coming
Just when we think everything is going great, we start getting hit with trials and hardships,
which we soon discover are a part of this new life. The Bible says the rain falls on the just and
the unjust. Jesus said we would experience trials and hardships. We may have thought we would
be exempt from these things, but the truth is, we are not. We are now just better equipped and
prepared to navigate through them if we have immersed ourselves in God’s Word and allow the
Holy Spirit to direct our lives.
Some people go through this stage relatively easy while others get severely wounded in the
process. It’s all about perspective and how we have learned to process and perceive how God is
working in our lives. Those who are better prepared and equipped are those who have immersed

and aligned themselves with God’s Word, responded well during trials, practiced obedience to
the Holy Spirit, and have stayed in fellowship with other saints.
Those who have not prepared themselves will become tremendously weakened and
wounded in the process. These are the ones Satan finds as easy prey while lurking around and
looking for those who are weak and helpless. In Peter’s first epistle, we are warned about the
enemy’s tactics as seen in the following Scripture.
1Peter 5:8-10 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring
lion, seeking whom he may devour. 9Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same
sufferings are experienced by your brotherhood in the world. 10But may the God of all grace,
who called us to His eternal glory by Christ Jesus after you have suffered a while, perfect,
establish, strengthen, and settle you.
Moses addressed this issue with the Children of Israel during their journey through the
wilderness. He spoke of a time of testing that would enable them to do well in their future
adventures.
Deuteronomy 8:2-3 And you shall remember that the Lord your God led you all the way these
forty years in the wilderness, to humble you and test you, to know what was in your heart,
whether you would keep His commandments or not. 3So He humbled you, allowed you to hunger,
and fed you with manna which you did not know nor did your fathers know, that He might make
you know that man shall not live by bread alone, but man lives by every word that proceeds from
the mouth of the Lord.
Deuteronomy 8:16 who fed you in the wilderness with manna, which your fathers did not know,
that He might humble you and that He might test you, to do you good in the end—
Peter expressed this same thought when he said, “fire tests our faith.”
1Peter 1:6-7 In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, you have been
grieved by various trials, 7that the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than
gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the
revelation of Jesus Christ.
He then points out, trials are for the purpose of perfecting, establishing and strengthening as
we settle into the path that lies before us.
1Peter 5:10 But may the God of all grace, who called us to His eternal glory by Christ Jesus,
after you have suffered a while, perfect, establish, strengthen, and settle you.

Impurities Come to the Surface during Trials
When trials and testing appear, even for those of us who have been faithful and diligent to
stay in God’s word and fellowship, they tend to bring things to the surface that are impure. They
help us to realize we still have past wounds that are in need of healing and sin that is hindering
us. As it says in the preceding Scripture, suffering is for the purpose of perfecting, establishing
and strengthening us as we settle into our journey.
For all of us, especially those who have become severely wounded, it is important to receive
the healing that is needed. It may involve getting good Christian counseling as well. At this stage
of our journey, it’s time to wait on the Lord and allow Him to renew our strength.
Isaiah 40:31 But those who wait on the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with
wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.
Those who try to rush through this process won’t get the healing they need and will end up
walking in their sufficiency rather than God’s. We have a long sojourn ahead and will

continually go through this process until the end of our journey. We might as well learn the
process from the outset. Otherwise, the weight from your wounds will hold you back from
achieving all that God has set before you.

Satan will Feed on your Wounds
You must understand; Satan will feed on your wounds. He will compound the problems with
disillusionment, fear, and loss of vision to the degree that you no longer have the motivation to
move forward. You will, in all probability, begin to wonder, “Is this path worth the struggle?”
But wait, there is hope!
As we wait on the Lord and soak in God’s love, we immerse ourselves in His goodness by
bringing into remembrance His wonderful attributes and excellent benefits, our strength returns.
Satan will try to get you to focus on the misery instead of looking to God as David did.
David would often find himself in this predicament and would begin to bless the Lord and bring
into remembrance God’s goodness. We see this in the following Scripture.
Psalm 103:1-5 Bless the Lord, O my soul; and all that is within me, bless His holy name! 2Bless
the Lord, O my soul, And forget not all His benefits: 3Who forgives all your iniquities, Who heals
all your diseases, 4Who redeems your life from destruction, Who crowns you with lovingkindness
and tender mercies, 5Who satisfies your mouth with good things, So that your youth is renewed
like the eagle's.
As we refocus on God’s goodness and mercy, we are presented with a challenge to move
forward. The letter to the Hebrews offers us the encouragement that is needed as we resolve in
our hearts with a strong determination to move forward.

Two Essential Elements are Needed
The preceding passage and the one below reveal to us that it takes two essential elements in
our journey with the Lord to move forward. I call them the guardrails of life—the goodness of
God and the severity of God. (Romans 11:22) I will be addressing these two areas more fully in a
later chapter, but for now, it’s important to understand how badly we need these elements
flowing in and out of our lives. We desperately need them to permeate our lives when we
become so weakened in the faith and don’t know which way to turn. If we don’t take heed to
ourselves, we could be on the verge of giving up.
Hebrews 10:31-39 It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. 32But recall the
former days in which, after you were illuminated, you endured a great struggle with sufferings:
33
partly while you were made a spectacle both by reproaches and tribulations, and partly while
you became companions of those who were so treated; 34for you had compassion on me in my
chains, and joyfully accepted the plundering of your goods, knowing that you have a better and
an enduring possession for yourselves in heaven. 35Therefore do not cast away your confidence,
which has great reward. 36For you have need of endurance, so that after you have done the will
of God, you may receive the promise: 37"For yet a little while, And He who is coming will come
and will not tarry. 38Now the just shall live by faith; but if anyone draws back, My soul has no
pleasure in him." 39But we are not of those who draw back to perdition, but of those who believe
to the saving of the soul.
When you find yourself in a severely weakened condition, it’s similar to those who are in an
(Intensive care Unit) ICU. Instead, we are finding ourselves in a spiritual ICU. We are incapable
of doing anything but allowing the goodness of God to wash over us. In the same way a severely
injured or sick person in ICU is incapable of doing anything but lying there and allowing the

doctors and nurses to take care of them, so are we in the hands of God. As we wait for Him, He
nurtures us back to spiritual health.
Eventually, for the person in ICU, there comes a time when their body begins to respond to
all of the attention and care given to them by the doctors and nurses, and they get better. As a
result, they are moved out of ICU to a regular hospital room, at which time they are most likely
encouraged to begin some physical therapy even though it may be somewhat painful.
Responding to treatment is what it takes to complete the healing process.
In the same way, after the goodness of God washes over us, we begin to respond and get
better, at which time God nudges us with a dose of His severity to get us moving in the right
direction, even though it may be somewhat painful. He uses it as therapy for our sake. God says,
“My soul will take no pleasure in you if you turn back.” He reminds us that it is a fearful thing to
fall into His hands. It’s time to strengthen yourself in the Lord and get back on your feet so that
you can continue your journey.” The complete healing won’t come until you get back on the
path and start walking as we see in the following Scripture.
Hebrews 12:12-13 Therefore strengthen the hands which hang down, and the feeble knees,13 and
make straight paths for your feet, so that what is lame may not be dislocated, but rather be
healed.
Once we have fully submitted our hearts to the Lord, after going through the trial of our
faith, God works with us in a whole new way. Just as Jesus learned obedience through the things
He suffered, so have we. We are no longer babes in Christ who are unsure of the path ahead. We
now have a firm foundation and have begun to experience the reality of Christ working in our
lives in a real way. The Holy Spirit has enlightened us, we have tasted of the heavenly gift and
the good Word of God, and the powers of the age to come. (Hebrews 6:1-6) We must now put our
hands to the plow without looking back. (Luke 9:62) We say, “Hallelujah! I'm back on track. I
made it through the wilderness. I'm on the way to fulfilling my destiny in God. I'm going strong
again!”
Although you made it through this first big test of faith, you will continue to be tested with
greater dimensions of grace added to your faith. The difference is you’ve now learned the
process and understand what it says in Romans.
Romans 5:1-5 Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ, through whom also we have access by faith into this grace in which we stand,
and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. And not only that, but we also glory in tribulations,
knowing that tribulation produces perseverance; and perseverance, character; and character,
hope. Now hope does not disappoint because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts
by the Holy Spirit, who was given to us.
From this point forward, you must keep on practicing this method of victory as Paul
exhorted the Philippians.
Philippians 3:16 Nevertheless, to the degree that we have already attained, let us walk by the
same rule, let us be of the same mind.
Now that you understand what it means to go through wilderness experiences, you can avoid
the wilderness complex and move forward with purpose and destiny. You will be able to tackle
the hard issues of life without getting bogged down.
May God bless you as you realize what Job meant when he said, “But He knows the way
that I take; when He has tested me I shall come forth as gold. My foot has held fast to His steps;
I have kept His way and not turned aside. I have not departed from the commandment of His
lips; I have treasured the words of His mouth more than my necessary food.” (Job 23:10-12)

Job experienced stringent testing, yet this was his testimony of faith. Let it be ours as well.
Most of us will never even come close to what he experienced.
May God bless you as you navigate through the wilderness periods of your life! He will be
with you at every juncture to lead you through the process. Learn to enjoy the ride by counting it
all as joy as you embrace what God has in store for you.

*****

Breaking Free From Your Past
Chapter Eight
Therefore, strengthen the hands that are weak and the knees that are feeble, and make straight
paths for your feet, so that the limb which is lame may not be put out of joint, but rather be
healed—Hebrews 12:12-13 (NASB)
In the previous chapter we saw an overview of the process as we continue to move forward
in our spiritual journey. The focus must now be on the healing we need from the wounds of our
past and those that come from our enemy as he exploits our weaknesses. Our goal is to navigate
through this process and break free from the past so that we can serve God without restraints as
we continue our pilgrimage.
When we first came to Christ, the joy and anticipation that often results from our first love
experience in Christ had a way of overshadowing the wounds of our past. As we experience
hardship, they have a way of resurfacing and compounding the present difficulties. As these
wounds resurface, Satan is provided with opportune moments to move in and wreak havoc.
Because his purpose is to steal, kill and destroy the work of God in us, it’s of the utmost
importance that we apply God’s healing ability. (John 10:10)
Whether we want to admit it or not, most of us have received emotional wounds from the
pathways of our past. From the moment of our birth, the sparks began to fly. (Job 5:7) We were
born and raised in a cruel and imperfect world where wounds came easily. We also have the trial
of our faith, which we began to see in the previous chapter. All of this has a way of causing pain.
We may have even picked up some addictions or bondages along the way, of which we must
now deal with in a constructive way. It’s not God’s will for us to be in bondage to our past. We
must break free!

Freedom brings Joy
Until we are free, we will never have the joy that is necessary to deal with the problems and
trials we presently face. Keep in mind, it is the joy of the Lord that is our strength. (Nehemiah 8:10)
Paul recognized the weight of the past was a great hindrance to him; so he let it go. We must do
the same. There is so much for us to reach forward to with a sense of joy and hope, but we must
let go of the past before we can settle in with anticipation for the future. (Philippians 3:13-14)
Are you ready to deal with your past emotional wounds, broken relationships, addictions and
other areas that keep you in bondage from successfully navigating the path before you? If so,
there is hope for you. Jesus came to heal the brokenhearted and the oppressed. Just as the Spirit
of God came upon Him to heal the brokenhearted, the Holy Spirit is here today to heal and
deliver those who are in bondage. He is the same yesterday, today and forever. (Hebrews 13:8)
Luke 4:18 "The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me because He has anointed Me To preach the gospel
to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives and
recovery of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed;
None of us are exempt from being emotionally wounded from time to time. We need to
know, however, God’s desire is to heal us completely. It’s part of the reason the Father sent His
Son, Jesus, into the world as the above Scripture says—“to heal the broken-hearted, proclaim
liberty to the captives and to set at liberty the oppressed.” Even King David had wounds he

needed healing from. He said, “For I am poor and needy, and my heart is wounded within me.”
(Psalm 109:22)

No matter who we are—businessperson, salesperson, blue collar, construction worker,
computer whiz, student, professional, homemaker, mother, father, husband or wife; life can be
very cruel, hard and difficult to cope with at times. On the outside, we may look good by putting
on a mask to cover the hurt, but the fact remains: the wound is still there and festering.
Some are already walking in healing by openly acknowledging their wounds and moving on
in the process. Others have accepted their wounds and heartaches and are dealing with life the
best they can, but not functioning at full throttle. Then, there are those who can barely function
because of the severity of the wounds inflicted upon them. Is there hope? Is there healing? Is
there deliverance from bondages and addictions? The answer is an unequivocal yes because it is
God’s will and purpose for you!

Major Causes of Most Wounds
The primary causes of most wounds stem from a variety of areas including parental wounds
inflicted from either physical, mental, verbal or sexual abuse. It could be a general meanness in
others, broken relationships, major disappointments, nasty divorce, a molestation or other crimes
against you, or a major moral failure such as adultery or abortion. The list goes on.
These wounds have helped to shape the person you are. Their results have had the potential
of producing major strongholds that can render you ineffective and unproductive as you attempt
to navigate through life. When the injuries are so severe, it helps us to understand why many
people turn to drugs and alcohol to numb the pain. The problem is, they only compound their
issues.

Results of Most Wounds?
You may not be sure of how your wounds have affected you and think everything is okay.
Here are some indicators as to how you may have been affected:
Inability to respond to trials with joy and the right perspective.
Wounded people hurt others. Does your behavior often hurts others?
You are often filled with anger, bitterness, hate and violence.
You tend to repeat the things that happened to you with others.
You find yourself filled with shame, guilt, and unworthiness.
You are full of self-condemnation.
You have low self-esteem—no confidence.
You often feel lonely and withdrawn and have very few friends.
You are unable to respond to others correctly.
You may have eating disorders.
You are afraid to show love.
You have an inability to trust others.
You have misconceptions about God.
You seem lethargic about life.
You experience a deep sense of despair and depression.
You have major addictions with alcohol and drugs.
You have suicidal tendencies.

All of these characteristics are areas that clutter our lives and hold us back from becoming
the person God has created us to be. Satan will use them to steal, kill and destroy what God
wants to impart into your life. (John 10:10)
If you see yourself in some of these areas, it’s a good indicator you need to receive healing
and possibly deliverance. Otherwise, you will be impaired from having a life of adventure filled
with God’s riches and abundance. You will be too weighed down to navigate life effectively. We
must lay aside the weight of these wounds as we see in the following Scripture.
Hebrews 12:1-2 Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let
us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance
the race that is set before us, 2looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for
the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the
right hand of the throne of God.
Some of these may have become strongholds you are ignoring or not dealing with.
Nevertheless, you must deal with them in a forceful manner if you are to break free and get the
victory. We must become violent with our faith by taking the kingdom by force. (Matthew 11:12)
Webster’s dictionary defines a stronghold as a place dominated by a particular characteristic.
You need to ask yourself the question, “Are any of the characteristics aforementioned
dominating me?”
Francis Frangipane writes in one of his books, "What men call "salvation" is simply the first
stage of God's plan for our lives, which is to conform us in character and power to the image of
Jesus Christ. If we fail to see our relationship to God as such, we will allow too many areas
within us to remain unchanged. Pulling down strongholds is the demolition and removal of these
old ways of thinking so that the actual Presence of Jesus Christ can be manifested through us."
(The Three Battlegrounds by Francis Frangipane)

The apostle Paul defines strongholds as speculations or lofty things raised up against the
knowledge of God. It’s any thinking that exalts itself above the knowledge of God, giving the
devil a secure place of influence in our thought life.
2Corinthians 10:4-6 For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for
pulling down strongholds, 5casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself
against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ,
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and being ready to punish all disobedience when your obedience is fulfilled.
Strongholds are not random thoughts or occasional sins. They’re areas you’re having a
difficult time with because you are in bondage and have lost all hope of breaking free.

Receiving Healing and Deliverance
Bear in mind, Jesus came to heal the brokenhearted and to set at liberty the oppressed. (Luke
4:18) Deliverance is necessary when you find yourself severely oppressed by the enemy in any of
the areas above. My hope and prayer for you are that you will receive your healing so that you
will be unhindered in your journey into the invisible realms of God’s kingdom.

The First Step
Whether you are in need of healing or deliverance, the first step is to believe God’s desire
and will for you is to be whole. He desires this in every area of your life. God’s intention upon
saving us was to heal us body, soul, and spirit. The apostle Paul makes this abundantly clear in
his first epistle to the Thessalonians.

1Thessalonians 5:23 Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely; and may your
whole spirit, soul, and body be preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Salvation involves more than just the saving of man's soul; it means total salvation for spirit,
soul, and body. The Greek words for “saved” and “salvation” are "Sozo" and "Soteria" which
reveal to us clearly, God’s desire to save us spirit, soul, and body. These words mean to save,
deliver, protect, heal, preserve, do well, be or make whole and rescue or safety.
Jesus healed all who came to Him when He was here on earth over 2000 years ago and is
still willing to heal all who come to Him today. He is the same yesterday, today and forever. His
covenant to heal has not changed. Just as He cast out the spirits and healed all who came to Him
so that Isaiah’s prophecy could be fulfilled by taking our infirmities and bearing our sicknesses,
He is still fulfilling this divine prophecy about Himself today. (Matthew 8:16-17) His will is the
same because it is an irrevocable covenant the Father has made with us through His Son. (For a
study on the Healing Covenant, see: http://kenbirks.com/healing-covenant.htm)

Just as Abraham established his faith because of the covenant God made with him, so we
build our faith when we believe whole-heartedly in the covenant God has made with us through
Jesus Christ.
Romans 4:20-22 He did not waver at the promise of God through unbelief, but was strengthened
in faith, giving glory to God, 21and being fully convinced that what He had promised He was also
able to perform. 22And therefore "it was accounted to him for righteousness."
The question is, are you fully convinced of God’s promise to heal you? We become fully
convinced of God’s promise when we know what God’s will in the matter is. You need to know
that it’s God’s will to heal you because it has been established in the covenant He made with us.
His promise of healing, based on the covenant, is where your faith will come from for healing
and deliverance.

Come Out of Denial
It may be that you have been in a state of denial and have not wanted to face the ugly
wounds of your past. If this is so, you will need to acknowledge openly and confess your
wounds. It takes courage to face the pain and the ugliness of a wound inflicted upon you, even if
you were entirely innocent in the process. You may be trying to smother it with drugs, alcohol,
gluttony, eating disorders or other destructive practices. The problem is, the wound is still there
and festering. It’s time to make straight paths for your feet by facing the ugliness of the wound
and receive the healing that is needed. (Hebrews 12:12-13)
The Holy Spirit desires to shine a light on those areas that you have been hiding or hurting
from, but He needs your cooperation in the process. Our stubbornness and refusal to
acknowledge and confess will hinder His work in the healing process. As a result, His Spirit is
quenched in this area of your life.
Luke 8:17 For nothing is secret that will not be revealed, nor anything hidden that will not be
known and come to light.
Psalm 51:6-8 Behold, You desire truth in the inward parts, and the hidden part You will make
me to know wisdom. Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter
than snow. Make me hear joy and gladness.
As you allow God to uncover wounds that have been festering, you will have the faith to
believe with a new sense a freedom as you experience the joy of your salvation fully restored
with a renewed and steadfast spirit. You will now be able to continue your journey unhindered.
(Psalm 51:10-15)

Healing and restoration are the works God wants to do for you as you wait on Him rather
than giving up and quitting as we saw in the diagram from the previous chapter. God is faithful
towards you with plans to give you a future filled with hope. (Jeremiah 29:11) You can trust Him!

Forgive and Let Go
After openly acknowledging your wounds, you must forgive those who have sinned against
you and ask forgiveness of those you may have hurt from your wounding. Jesus is our supreme
example of what it means to forgive those who have hurt us. He was wounded more than any of
us can even begin to imagine, yet when He was beaten and crucified, He cried out, “Father
forgive them for they know not what they do.” Jesus has admonished us to do the same.
Mark 11:25 "And whenever you stand praying, if you have anything against anyone, forgive him
that your Father in heaven may also forgive you your trespasses.
Colossians 3:12-13 Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies,
kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering; 13bearing with one another, and forgiving one
another, if anyone has a complaint against another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also must
do.
Bear in mind, the feelings and emotions of unforgiveness will often try to resurrect
themselves, but you must stand firm in your faith with a forgiving attitude regardless of what
your emotions are trying to dictate to you. Each time this happens, you say, “No! I have forgiven
the person, and will continue to walk in forgiveness.” Eventually, the old emotions of
unforgiveness disappear as the new feelings of forgiveness begin to take over. By making this
confession, you can let go. As with any of these areas, you may need professional counseling to
help you walk in the freedom you need.
When we fail to forgive those who sin against us, Satan takes advantage and causes further
wounding. The apostle Paul exhorted the Corinthians to forgive lest Satan should take advantage.
We cannot afford to give Satan any advantage. (2Corinthians 2:10-11) He will wreak destruction if
we do. In other words, we must follow Jesus’ example and love our enemies by forgiving them.
(Matthew 5:44)

Just because you have forgiven someone does not necessarily mean you have to become
their best friend. Some people are simply not safe people to be around. You need to know who
the unsafe people are in your life. You can still be cordial and kind without bringing them into
your inner circle.

Getting Free from Strongholds
As mentioned earlier, some things are so deeply rooted they become strongholds. It takes a
little more work, which is why we are exhorted to work out our salvation with fear and
trembling. (Philippians 2:12) If we are to be conformed to the image of Christ, we must be willing
to tackle these strongholds. To do so, we must become violent about taking the kingdom by force
so that the kingdom of God reigns in those areas rather than the kingdom of darkness. (Matthew
11:12)

Our allegiance must be to the kingdom of God and our part in it to completely break free
from the past. As a result, we begin to shift our focus to something much more important that
will now occupy our mind and thoughts. We then become more kingdom-focused and begin to
make the right choices to bring forth God's blessing and deliverance in our lives.
The fruit that comes forth in our lives is made up of a series of decisions. When we made
choices according to our carnal and selfish appetites, they blocked the flow of God's blessing and

abundance in our lives. On the other hand, when we make right choices in relationship to seeking
first the kingdom of God, we release the flow of blessing and abundance into our lives through
the law of sowing and reaping. (Matthew 6:33)

Common Strongholds
The following are common stronghold than many people deal with: Fear, resentment,
bitterness, unforgiveness, apathy, unbelief, depression, anxiety, being lukewarm, sinful thoughts,
lust, pride, greed, drugs, alcohol, gluttony and pornography.
Because we all have a tendency to excuse ourselves so readily, it's hard to discern the areas
of oppression in our lives. After all, these are our thoughts, attitudes, and perceptions. We have a
tendency to justify and defend our opinions with the same degree of intensity with which we
justify and defend ourselves.
When identifying your strongholds, survey or examine the attitudes in your heart. Every area
in your thinking that glistens with hope in God is an area that is being liberated by Christ. On the
other hand, any system of thought that doesn’t have hope but feels hopeless is a stronghold,
which must be pulled down.
When we allow places of darkness to remain, it gives Satan a place to operate and wreak
havoc in our lives. These strongholds become his base of operations from which he launches his
attacks. Ephesians 4:27 tells us not to give place to the devil. Notice that it says we are the ones
who give him a place of operation. Are you giving Satan a base from which to operate in your
life by not surrendering to God’s authority? The devil flees when we submit to God. (James 4:7)
1Samuel chapters13-14 are a great example of dealing with a stronghold. The army of Israel
was unable to function because the enemy had control of a stronghold from which they were
continually launching attacks upon Israel. The enemy hadn’t taken possession of their land yet
but was able to harass and continually oppress them because they had control of the stronghold.
In the same way, just because we have a stronghold doesn’t mean the devil possesses us. We are
merely giving him a place to launch his attacks from, which enables him to harass and oppress
us.
Saul’s army was in complete disarray and had been reduced to only 600 men because his
soldiers were deserting him in mass numbers. They were hiding in caves, rocks, thickets, holes
and pits in fear of the Philistines. (1Samuel 13:6) No one in the army had swords except for Saul
and his son, Jonathan. The Philistines had taken all of their blacksmiths, which resulted in Israel
having to go to them to get their plowshares and other tools sharpened. (1Samuel 14:19-22) They
were immobilized because of the stronghold. Are you immobilized in your journey? If so, it’s
time to break free!

Confessing the Stronghold to Another Begins the Process
For the darkness to leave, a light has to shine on the dark place in your heart. It must be
brought to light for true deliverance to come forth. The light dispels the darkness by confessing
the stronghold of sin to another person or a group of people. In doing this, you will need a safe
environment where you can take your mask off and be completely transparent and vulnerable
without fear of judgment.
James makes this clear in his epistle where he writes, “Confess your trespasses to one
another, and pray for one another that you may be healed.” Confession does not mean that we
confess to anyone and everyone, but rather to someone or a small group of people with whom we
trust—people to whom we are accountable. When we have the courage to do this, it shines a

powerful light on the area of darkness. Satan no longer has a good launching site from a place of
proximity for his attacks. By submitting to God and the authority of His Word, he has to flee.
Confessing your stronghold could also entail professional counseling or joining a support group
that majors on your problem area.

It Takes a Determined Effort
Once you begin the process, the enemy will not leave quickly. You must be more
determined. We see a great illustration of this when the tribes of Israel were attempting to take
possession of the Promised Land. God had given them the command to go forth and to drive its
inhabitants out. He not only commanded them but promised them that He would help them.
Joshua 1:9 "Have I not commanded you? Be strong and of good courage; do not be afraid, nor
be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go."
With this promise, the children of Israel were to go forth conquering all of the inhabitants of
the Promised Land. We find this did not happen in all cases because their enemies were
determined to stay.
Joshua 17:12-13 Yet the children of Manasseh could not drive out the inhabitants of those cities,
but the Canaanites were determined to dwell in that land. And it happened, when the children of
Israel grew strong, that they put the Canaanites to forced labor, but did not utterly drive them
out.
The children of Manasseh were not able to drive the Canaanites out of the land because they
lacked the determination to do so. The Canaanites were more determined to stay. As the tribe of
Manasseh got caught up in their ungodly ways, they were filled with mixture as they mixed with
the Canaanites. This added to their inability to drive them out. When we allow strongholds to
remain we experience mixture and don’t completely come out. (2Corinthians 6:14-18) When this
happens, it continually gives the enemy a foothold to reinforce the fortress.
Through a determined effort, we are to drive out our enemies. How many of us give place to
the devil because we lack the determination to drive him out? It will take a strong, determined
effort on your part to drive out the enemies of your flesh and spirit.
A determination is the inner fortitude and strength of character—being disciplined to remain
consistent, steady and diligent regardless of the odds or the demands. It is the act of deciding
definitely and firmly or coming to a strong resolve. Having a determined spirit is acting in faith
when we temporarily lose sight of where we are going.
Are you committed to tearing down your strongholds where Satan is still wreaking havoc?
God has given you authority and power to defeat and drive him out from every area of your life
as seen in the following Scripture.
Luke 10:19 "Behold, I give you authority to trample on serpents and scorpions, and over all the
power of the enemy, and nothing shall by any means hurt you.
If you have strongholds where the enemy is still trying to hold onto with a determined effort,
you will need a revelation and understanding of how great God is and how mighty His power is
towards you.
1John 4:4 You are of God, little children, and have overcome them because He who is in you is
greater than he who is in the world.
Ephesians 1:19 and what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe,
according to the working of His mighty power.

These Scriptures describe God’s ability towards us. We must believe, confess and act upon
them. A great example of this is from the above example of 1Samuel chapters 13-14 where
Jonathan confessed his faith to his armor bearer. He said, "Come, let us go over to the garrison
(stronghold) of these uncircumcised; it may be that the Lord will work for us. For nothing
restrains the Lord from saving by many or by few.” (1Samuel 14:6)
Jonathan was filled with both boldness and courage as he stepped out in faith according to
what he knew God’s ability was. We must do the same as we step out in faith and take the
kingdom by force. Otherwise, His kingdom will be diminished as the strongholds persist. As we
are faithful to step out in faith, boldness and courage, it gives us the determination to not give up,
but to continue pressing forward until we are free.

Aggressive, Focused Behavior is Necessary
If the kingdom is to reign in our lives, even in those areas that are a stumbling block to us,
we must have an aggressive faith that results in a focused intent on dispelling the darkness within
us. It’s the violent who take the kingdom by force. (Matthew 11:12)
Paul said, “To this end I also labor, striving according to His working which works in me
mightily.” (Colossians 1:29) Aggressive, focused behavior with intent involves bringing every
thought into the captivity of the obedience of Christ.
2Corinthians 10:4-6 For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for
pulling down strongholds, 5casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself
against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ,
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and being ready to punish all disobedience when your obedience is fulfilled.
Notice what verse six says, “and being ready to punish all disobedience when your
obedience is fulfilled.” It’s when we are faithful to obey God and His Word that we destroy our
strongholds. It takes aggressive behavior with focused intent to do so.
In every area where strongholds persist, our minds must be filled with God’s Word on the
subject because the battle is in the mind. Most strongholds continue because our minds are not in
agreement with God’s Word but often exalt themselves against the knowledge of God. David
said, “Direct my steps by Your word, and let no iniquity have dominion over me. (Psalm 119:133)
He also said, “Your word I have hidden in my heart, that I might not sin against You.”
When the devil tempted Jesus, the Word immediately came to mind because He had studied
it and meditated upon it. Because Jesus took the time to embed the Word in His heart, when
needed, it was there. It quickly put the enemy to flight just as it will for you and me. By getting
His Word deep into the recesses of our hearts, we are working out our salvation with fear and
trembling as the Scripture instructs us to do.” (Philippians 2:12) As we do, God gives us the grace
to break free.
The problem with many believers in today’s Christianity is that they are more intent upon
using God’s grace as an excuse to do whatever they want instead of discovering how grace is
multiplied in their lives through obedience to His Word. As a result, there isn’t an aggressive,
focused, and intentional behavior that is needed to dispel the darkness within. If you want the
stronghold of sin to disintegrate, this is what it takes.
Our obedience to God’s Word brings us into freedom and deliverance and puts us in a
position to punish Satan by bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ.
John 8:31-32 Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, "If you abide in My word, you
are My disciples indeed. 32And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free."

Satan has nowhere to stand when we apply God’s truth. We are pulling the rug out from
under his feet, which causes him to be utterly thrown off balance as he hurls his darts at us. They
miss the mark, which helps us to break free and continue our journey without being bogged
down by our past. The weight is lifted.
May God bless you as you break free with vision and purpose!

*****

Immersed Into the Body of Christ
Chapter Nine
For as the body is one and has many members, but all the members of that one body, being
many, are one body, so also is Christ. For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—
whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free—and have all been made to drink into one
Spirit—1Corinthians 12:12-13.
When God's call to salvation goes out to people; it knows no boundaries. It goes out to all
peoples of all races, cultures, backgrounds, genders, personalities, classes, political backgrounds,
etc. God's purpose is to create a chosen generation out of all these diversities of people. By going
to the cross, Jesus broke down the middle wall of partition to make this possible. (Ephesians 2:1416) When we experience salvation, we become a part of the chosen generation God is creating
and the fun begins as the work of the cross comes into play.
When we were born again, we were saved and called with a holy calling, not according to
our works, but according to God’s purpose and grace that was given to us in Christ Jesus before
time began. (2 Timothy 1:9) As we allow God to set or place us in the body of Christ, we become a
part of His purpose to function in the area He has designated. It’s God who sets the solitary in
families as it says, “God has set the members, each one of them, in the body just as He pleased.”
(Psalm 68:6, 1Corinthians 12:18)

Finding Our Place at the Father’s Table
We all have a place at the Father’s table, which gives us a place to function with
responsibility. Your responsibility begins by finding your place and operating in it. We are the
joints that supply nourishment to the other members of the body so that they receive strength.
The Church is anemic in our world today because of a lack of functioning in harmony with
one another. The nourishment that is needed is not being provided for the body’s growth and
maturity. On the other hand, when we are functioning in our place, we contribute and help the
overall growth of the body. It is as we assume our rightful positions and begin to work and
harmonize with one another that the body of Christ is built up and becomes the influence and
source of light that God has ordained it to be.
Functioning together in unity and harmony in spite of our differences and diversities is what
brings forth growth. Regardless of where we have come from in regards to race, culture, gender,
class or political persuasions, we are all being immersed into one body and are dependent upon
one another for refreshing and nourishment as we drink from one fountain—His Spirit.
No matter what our differences, we belong to one another. It is in our differences that we
discover our great need for one another. God has designed His body in such a way that we are all
interdependent upon one another. When we do not fully accept other members for whatever the
reason, we are not only cheating them, but we are cheating ourselves from the nourishment and
refreshment that comes from them.
1Corinthians 12:13-14 (Message) You can easily enough see how this kind of thing works by
looking no further than your own body. Your body has many parts—limbs, organs, cells—but no
matter how many parts you can name, you’re still one body. It’s exactly the same with Christ. By
means of His one Spirit, we all said good-bye to our partial and piecemeal lives. We each used to
independently call our own shots, but then we entered into a large and integrated life in which

He has the final say in everything. (This is what we proclaimed in word and action when we
were baptized.) Each of us is now a part of his resurrection body refreshed and sustained at one
fountain—His Spirit—where we all come to drink.
The day is coming when the body of Christ will arise in maturity and minister as Jesus did in
His day over 2000 years ago. Will you be a part of this exciting fulfillment of Scripture or will
you be one of the many who sit by in apathy and unbelief? It’s your choice!
Isaiah 60:1-2 Arise, shine; for your light has come! And the glory of the LORD is risen upon
you. For behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and deep darkness the people; but the LORD
will arise over you, and His glory will be seen upon you.
Now is the time to take your place by submitting to God’s purpose as you give yourself to
prayer, meditation and the study of His Word. Don’t allow anything to stand in the way as you
seize your destiny and purpose. It will take you to places you never dreamed possible as you
connect with other members of the body.
Baptism into the body of Christ brings us into a relationship with other members to form one
body. Because we now belong to one another, we give up our personal rights so that we can
develop relationships with others. It’s a one another gospel. When we have a correct
understanding of what it means to belong to one another, it makes it easier to receive and accept
each other for who we are without regards to race, background, gender, personality, class,
cultures, political beliefs, strength, weakness, etc.

We all have a Measure of Christ’s Gift
God has given to each of us, in the body, a measure of faith and gifting in Him. For the body
to come together and be all that He has designed and destined for it, there must be a meshing
together that produces the full measure of Christ in our midst.
1Corinthians 12:21 And the eye cannot say to the hand, "I have no need of you"; nor again the
head to the feet, "I have no need of you."
It takes an understanding and revelation of how each of us fits into the body of Christ to
achieve the full potential of who we are in Christ. Without it, we will stagnate and become stuck
in a rut with little motivation to continue to move forward in our calling and purpose. We will
have lost sight of the path that leads to the wonders of the grace the Father yet desires to bestow
upon us.
Because we are groomed in cultures that breed independence, we don’t necessarily feel the
need for connection to the other members in the way God has designed us. If we remain in this
mode, there will be a lack of growth and development in our faith. We will, most likely, produce
nothing but wood, hay, and stubble. (1Corinthians 3:11-12) The truth is, the more we begin to drink
from God's Spirit and accept the changes He desires for us, the more we will realize our
dependence for one another. His Spirit creates the need within us.

Jesus, the Manifestation of the Body of Christ
When Jesus walked on this earth over 2,000 years ago, He was the perfect representative of
God, the Father—the manifestation of God in the flesh. He came in the express image of God the
Father with the brightness of the Father's glory indelibly stamped upon His personage. (Hebrews
1:2-3) He was given the Spirit without measure to adequately express the Father's image and
glory to all who witnessed His coming.
Hebrews 10:5 Therefore, when He came into the world, He said: "Sacrifice and offering You did
not desire, but a body You have prepared for Me.”

John 3:34-35 (NIV) For the one whom God has sent speaks the words of God, for God gives the
Spirit without limit. The Father loves the Son and has placed everything in his hands.
John 1:14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory
as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.
Jesus was the Anointed One sent to reveal God in all of His majesty, power, and grace. He
showed us the true character of God and what it means to truly love, care and minister to others
as the fruits of the Spirit poured forth from His life. Jesus also showed us the awesome power
and majesty of God through the gifts of the Spirit manifested through His life. He revealed to us
what it is to operate in the authority of God through His anointed teaching, casting out demons
and speaking with wisdom to those who opposed Him. Jesus was certainly the embodiment of
God in the flesh, who manifested God's power, character, and authority in an amazing way. He
was a man wholly submitted to the fullness of the Spirit working in Him.
God’s desire is for His people to express the same attributes that were in Jesus so that His
body will continue to bring forth His power, glory and character to the nations of the world
without the limitations of space and time. We are now the body of Christ. We are His body that
God, the Father, prepared before time existed—eternity.
Philippians 2:5-7 Let this mind (attitude—NASB) be in you which was also in Christ Jesus who,
being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, but made Himself of
no reputation, taking the form of a servant, and coming in the likeness of men.
When Jesus came to earth, He never ceased being God. He was and is the second person of
the Godhead. But what He did do was this—He made Himself of no reputation by stripping
Himself of His right to act as God. He became dependent upon the Holy Spirit working through
Him just as you and I must do. That's why it says, "Let this same attitude be in you." You see,
Jesus came to show us how to be the many membered body of Christ. God’s ultimate plan is for
the many membered body of Christ to express the full measure of His Spirit, in the same way,
Jesus did. The following passage of Scripture makes this abundantly clear.
Ephesians 4:7-13 But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ's
gift. 9(Now this, "He ascended"—what does it mean but that He also first descended into the
lower parts of the earth? 10He who descended is also the One who ascended far above all the
heavens, that He might fill all things.) 11And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some
prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints for
the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, 13till we all come to the unity of the
faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of
the fullness of Christ.
The above passage is full of God’s desire and purpose towards the body He has prepared for
the earth today.
We have been given grace according to the measure of Christ’s gift.
When He ascended, He gave gifts unto men.
He descended and ascended that He might fill all things.
He gave the five-fold ministry gifts for the equipping of the saints until we come into the
unity of the faith to the measure and stature of the fullness of Christ.

The Divine Seed was Planted in the Earth
The time had come when the divine seed of God, which had come to fruition in the life of
Jesus, needed to be buried in the earth. It was for the purpose of bringing forth a more glorious
expression of God's fullness. We see this again in the following passage.
Ephesians 1: 22-23 And He put all things under His feet and gave Him to be head over all things
to the church, 23which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.
Space and time limited Jesus. God needed a vehicle or an expression of His image that
would not be restricted by space and time. It was for this reason, among others, that Jesus had to
die—so that the divine seed could multiply and bring forth a greater harvest of sons and
daughters. His purpose was to bring forth a many membered body—a body more glorious than
the single expression of His body in His incarnation.
When Jesus said, “He who believes in Me, the works that I do he will also do, and greater
works than these he will do because I go to My Father. And whatever you ask in My name, that I
will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son,” (John 14:12-14) He was speaking of the many
membered body of Christ.
John 12:23-24 But Jesus answered them, saying, "The hour has come that the Son of Man should
be glorified. "Most assuredly, I say to you unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies,
it remains alone; but if it dies, it produces much grain.”
What happens when you plant a grain of wheat or a kernel of corn in the ground? It
reproduces itself, only now it is multiplied. One of the reasons Jesus had to die was so He could
reproduce Himself in the earth.

Our Sins had to be Purged and Atoned For
The death of Christ was a prominent part of God's overall plan to bring many sons to glory.
For us to be made acceptable to God, our sins had to be atoned. Before God could breathe His
Holy Spirit into us and cause us to be born again of the incorruptible seed of God's divine nature
we, first of all, had to be cleansed by Christ's blood as we see in the following Scriptures.
Hebrews 2:10-11 For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things and by whom are all things,
in bringing many sons to glory, to make the author of their salvation perfect through sufferings.
For both He who sanctifies and those who are being sanctified are all of one, for which reason
He is not ashamed to call them brethren,
Hebrews 1:3 who being the brightness of His glory and the express image of His person, and
upholding all things by the word of His power, when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat
down at the right hand of the Majesty on high.

Middle Wall of Partition was Broken Down
Because humanity is made up of many races, tribes, cultures and other things that divide, the
wall of partition between us had to be broken down. If we are to be united together in Him to
bring forth a more glorious body than the body of Jesus, all of the issues that divide humanity
had to be broken down. Therefore, the wall of partition was broken down through His death!
Ephesians 2:14-16 For He Himself is our peace, who has made both one, and has broken down
the middle wall of division between us, having abolished in His flesh the enmity, that is, the law
of commandments contained in ordinances, so as to create in Himself one new man from the two,
thus making peace, and that He might reconcile them both to God in one body through the cross,
thereby putting to death the enmity.

Through the death of Christ, God provided the means for the two greatest obstacles of His
body coming together in the fullness of Him—our sin and our differences.

God Is Calling For Unity Out Of Diversity
Now that Jesus has broken down the middle wall of partition through His death, burial and
resurrection, it’s up to us, who have responded to His call, to walk worthy of what He
accomplished. We must endeavor or try hard to walk in the unity He made possible.
Ephesians 4:1-7 I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to have a walk worthy of the
calling with which you were called, with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering,
bearing with one another in love, endeavoring (trying hard) to keep the unity of the Spirit in the
bond of peace. (Words in parenthesis added to define what the word endeavor means.)
As mentioned earlier, God has given to each of us a measure of faith and gifting in Him. If
we are to come together as the glorious body that adequately represents Jesus, there must be an
intense endeavor to be fitted together. As Peter said in his first epistle, we are living stones who
are being built together for His purposes. (1Peter 2:5, Romans 12:3-5) Paul, basically, said the same
thing.
1Corinthians 12:13-14 For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body; whether Jews or
Greeks, whether slaves or free; and have all been made to drink into one Spirit. For, in fact, the
body is not one member but many.
As we travel along the path of life, we will meet people with all kinds of diversities. We
must now learn how to walk together in unity and have the same care for one another. Walking
together with the same care for one another will knit the body together and cause it to be the
magnificent body God has purposed it to be.
We have many differences such as personalities, backgrounds, race, class, gender, culture,
giftings, strengths, weaknesses, politics and more.
1Corinthians 12:25 that there should be no schism in the body, but that the members should have
the same care for one another.
Ephesians 4:16 from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint
supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes the
growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love.

A Body is Being Prepared
In Christ, we are not to know each other after the flesh, but rather after the new creation. To
know each other in this way is what enables God to prepare a body for His glory and power—a
body that will adequately represent Him in every way and will eventually fill all in all—His
body, the fullness of Him. (Ephesians 1:23)
2Corinthians 5:16-17 Therefore, from now on, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even
though we have known Christ according to the flesh, yet now we know Him thus no longer.
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all
things have become new.
God's predestinated purpose is to have a fully functioning body continually edifying itself in
love. God is doing a mighty work in the hearts of His people all over the earth. He is calling forth
His body, the church to be the most glorious entity on the face of the earth—a body that shall
usher in the greatest revival ever known to humanity and will prepare the hearts of people

everywhere for His Second Coming. (James 5:7) His body is the church He is building of which
He says, “The gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” (Matthew 16:18)
Psalm 45:13-15 The royal daughter is all glorious within the palace; Her clothing is woven with
gold. She shall be brought to the King in robes of many colors; the virgins, her companions who
follow her, shall be brought to You. With gladness and rejoicing they shall be brought; they shall
enter the King's palace.
Revelation 19:7 "Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory, for the marriage of the Lamb,
has come, and His wife has made herself ready."
Throughout the Bible, the Church is sometimes referred to as the Bride of Christ. Paul
mentions that we have been espoused as a chaste virgin to Christ. Just as the Son came in the
express image of the Father, the royal daughter or the bride is now being prepared in the same
way. The day is coming when she will have on all of her wedding garments and shall appear in
the brightness and the glory of the Father as well. She's being changed from glory to glory into
His image without spot or blemish.
2Corinthians 3:18 But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord,
are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord.
Being changed into the image of Christ not only pertains to us as individuals but also to the
body as a whole. The many-membered and diverse body shall be changed into the image of
Christ, bearing the brightness and the glory of the Father. Therefore, this is where our journey
into the invisible realms of the kingdom of God is taking us. The Kingdom is now within us as
the Holy Spirit directs our lives to be changed from glory to glory into the image of Christ. (Luke
17:21, 2Corinthians 3:18) If you want to experience authentic Christianity, rather than a dull,
miserable experience in Christianity, this is where it will take you. It will challenge you as you
encounter others on the same path. Iron will have to sharpen iron for God’s purpose to come
forth in His Glory. (Proverbs 27:17)

Becoming a Functioning Member
Now that we understand how important immersion into the body of Christ is, it will be
significant to grasp how we are to be knitted and framed together so that we can function
together in harmony.
Bear in mind, everything we do in the Lord should involve dying to self and embracing the
cross of Christ so that Christ is preeminent in our lives. We are to lay our lives down for one
another in the same way Jesus laid His life down for us. (1John 3:16) Race, gender, culture, class,
political background or personality should not affect the way we relate to one another. We are all
one in Christ and must receive and accept one another accordingly. It takes death to self and
embracing the cross for this to happen. In every area of our lives, especially in this area, it is in
embracing the cross that brings us into God’s purpose so that we can bear fruit.
Romans 15:5-7 Now may the God of patience and comfort grant you to be like-minded toward
one another, according to Christ Jesus, that you may with one mind and one mouth glorify the
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore receive one another, just as Christ also
received us, to the glory of God.
If we are to function in harmony and unity with the other members of the body of Christ, we
will need the primary ingredient of love to be fully working in our lives. Every aspect of our
walk with the Lord, including our faith, works by love. (Galatians 5:6)

Many characteristics in our lives enable the body of Christ to function in the manner in
which God has designed and ordained it, but the primary characteristic is love. It is the glue that
holds everything together. As the apostle, Paul, said, “There is a more excellent way—love,
which is the bond of perfection.” (1Corinthians 12:31, Colossians 3:14)
What does it mean to love one another and receive one another in the body of Christ? We
will want to look more specifically to what this means.

We Belong To One Another
When I think of how perfectly and wonderfully human-kind was fashioned and created by
God with all of our parts functioning in perfect harmony with one another, it gives me faith to
believe the body of Christ is fashioned in the same way. All of the parts of my human body
belong to each other. Each part is a necessary part of the whole to make it function in the manner
in which God created it. When one part of my body is hurt or wounded, my entire body suffers
with it because all the parts not only belong to each other but are connected as well.
1Corinthians 12:14-18 For in fact the body is not one member but many. 15If the foot should say,
“Because I am not a hand, I am not of the body.” Is it therefore not of the body? 16And if the ear
should say, “Because I am not an eye, I am not of the body,” is it therefore not of the body? 17If
the whole body were an eye, where would be the hearing? If the whole were hearing, where
would be the smelling? 18But now God has set the members, each one of them, in the body just as
He pleased.
The above passage of Scripture illustrates to us how the human body is an example of how
the body of Christ is to operate. Every part is needed because they all belong and are connected
together.
Romans 12:5 So in Christ we who are many members form one body, and each member belongs
to all the others (NIV).
Because Jesus bought and paid for us with His blood, we now belong to Him which means
we also belong to His body. We don’t have the option of saying, “I don’t need other members of
the body.”
When we partake of communion—the Lord’s Supper, we are partaking of His body and
blood that was poured out for us. We bring to remembrance all that Jesus accomplished when He
was crucified on the cross. When He allowed His seed to be buried in the earth, His purpose in
going to the cross was to bring forth a more glorious body. (John 12:23-24) As it says, in
1Corinthians, when we eat and drink of the cup in an unworthy manner, many are sick and weak
and even die because of a lack of discernment of the Lords’ body. (1Corinthians 11:29-30) Even
though it is obviously referring to the Lord’s physical body when He was here on earth, it is also
referring to His body of believers—the body of Christ. We bring judgment upon ourselves when
we fail to discern the importance of belonging to the body of Christ and what our part and
function in it is.

We Must Recognize our Need for One Another
The nourishment and the blessings God desires to pour into our lives often flow through the
life of the body. The more connected we are to one another through a sense of belonging, the
easier it is for us to receive from God. Many go without and don’t have their needs met, because
of an independent spirit that is resisting what it means to belong to one another. We see this in
the following Scripture:

Colossians 2:19 and not holding fast to the Head, from whom all the body, nourished and knit
together by joints and ligaments, grows with the increase which is from God.

We Must Maintain a Forgiving and Forbearing Attitude
In our relationships with one another, it's important to recognize we are all imperfect and
incapable of doing and saying the right thing all the time. We are going to offend one another
from time to time and even come to dislike certain things about each other. Ecclesiastes says it
very well.
Ecclesiastes 7:20-22 For there is not a just man on earth who does good and does not sin. 21Also
do not take to heart everything people say, lest you hear your servant cursing you. 22for many
times, also, your own heart has known that even you have cursed others.
In other words, we have to get over being so thin skinned or being easily offended. If you
are a person who gets easily offended, you will have a difficult time in your relationships. Unless
you are willing to die to self in this area, you will have a hard time with forgiveness and
forbearance as we see in the following Scriptures.
Ephesians 4:32 And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as God in
Christ also forgave you.
Colossians 3:12-13 Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies,
kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering; bearing with one another, and forgiving
one another, if anyone has a complaint against another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also
must do.
The natural thing to do when these things come up is to withdraw or put up walls in the
relationship, but God's way is to continue to build the relationship in a godly way with an
understanding that iron sharpens iron, so a man sharpens the countenance of his friend. (Proverbs
27:17)

Jesus was able to look beyond our sins and shortcomings when He received us, and we must
do the same for each other. We are no longer to focus on the natural man, but rather on the new
man that God is creating.
2Corinthians 5:16 Therefore, from now on, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even
though we have known Christ according to the flesh, yet now we know Him thus no longer.
There are many hurting people who come into the Church after years of abuse from the
world. Hurting people have a tendency to hurt others. It is as you love and forgive them in the
midst of their pain, by continually receiving and accepting them that you become an agent of
healing in their lives. You are not only helping them along in their journey, you are helping
yourself as well. What you sow you will reap.

Esteem Others More Important Than Yourself
One of the greatest things we can do in our relationship with others is that of esteeming
others more important than ourselves. Can you imagine what it would be like if we all practiced
this? We would be continually encouraged.
Philippians 2:3-4 Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of
mind let each esteem others better than himself. Let each of you look out not only for his own
interests but also for the interests of others.
By regarding the needs and concerns of others as much as your own, you automatically enter
into a relationship of receiving and accepting others.

Be Hospitable To One Another
Aside from being hospitable to those we enjoy being with, there are many times in our
journey when a situation demands that we are hospitable to one another. Sometimes these things
happen at the most inconvenient times. It could mean bringing someone into your home that
would involve giving up some of your independence or it could be as simple as providing a meal
or a ride to someone who is in need.
I have had to make adjustments so many times that I’ve finally gotten to point where I’ve
learned to do it with a right attitude. My wife is the Benevolence outreach pastor in our church
and is the kind of person, whose heart continually goes out to people who are in need and often
calls on me to help her with giving a ride to someone or helping move furniture or something
with my truck. Many times I encounter people who grate against my personality, but I’ve learned
to die to my feelings and be hospitable without grumbling or complaining. It’s a growing
experience we must all go through.
1Peter 4:8-10 And above all things have fervent love for one another, for "love will cover a
multitude of sins." Be hospitable to one another without grumbling. As each one has received a
gift, minister it to one another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.
As I conclude this chapter, I want to remind you that we must be committed to seeing the
body of Christ come to the stature of the fullness of Christ. Because of what Christ has already
accomplished for us, we should be willing to make the necessary sacrifices that are needed to
help make this happen. As Paul said in Romans, “It’s only reasonable that we present our bodies
as living sacrifices, holy and acceptable unto God.” (Romans 12:1)

*****

Spiritual Gifts and the Body of Christ
Chapter Ten
Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. There are differences of ministries, but the
same Lord. And there are diversities of activities, but it is the same God who works all in all. But
the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all—1Corinthians 12:4-7.
As seen in the previous chapter, Jesus was the complete expression of the body of Christ
with the full measure of God's Spirit working in and through Him during His time on earth. He
expressed God's image in character, power, and authority. He had all of the gifts of the Spirit
working in Him with the fruit of the Spirit fully developed in His life.
Our discussion now evolves around the importance of operating in the gifts of the Spirit.
The gifts of the Spirit are an integral part of our spiritual growth and function within the body of
Christ. Paul said concerning spiritual gifts, “I don’t want you to be ignorant nor come short in
any gift while eagerly waiting for the second coming of Christ.” (1Corinthians 1:7 and 12:1) We
must understand God’s will and purpose is for us to discover what our particular gift or gifts are.
Rather than pushing the default button through unbelief, ignorance or apathy, we are to press into
spiritual gifts. Involvement with the gifts is what brings excitement, fun, and challenge to your
journey.
Ephesians 4:7 But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ's gift.

We’re to Desire Spiritual Gifts
The manifestation of the Spirit, through the gifts, is freely given to us for the profit of all.
(1Corinthians 12:7) We are encouraged strongly to desire spiritual gifts. (1 Corinthian 14:1) We are
all given a measure of the Spirit that was in Christ with a measure of faith to go along with it.
(Romans 12:3) Having then gifts differing according to the grace given to us, we are to use them as
the following passages of Scripture so adequately encourage us to do so.
Romans 12:5-6 so we, being many, are one body in Christ, and individually members of one
another. Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, let us use them.
1Peter 4:10 As each one has received a gift, minister it to one another, as good stewards of the
manifold grace of God.
Notice that it says, “As each one has received a gift according to the grace given to us, we
are to use them by ministering one to another.” We are good stewards of the manifold grace of
God when we take to heart the admonition to discover and develop the gift or gifts freely given
to us. As we do, we make a contribution to the whole, which will have its effect on the world
around us.
It is through the gifts of the Spirit that the power of God is released to the world in which we
live. Just as the world needed to see displays of God’s power throughout the ages, it is equally
important in our lives today. Today’s world is in as much decay and degeneration as any time in
history. It needs to experience an impressive display of God’s power and anointing. Otherwise,
it’s going to be carried away by the tide of violence and wickedness that is currently sweeping
through nations of the world. The church—the body of Christ, is to be the pillar and ground of all
truth—a city set on a hill with its lights brightly shining for all to see. (2Timothy 3:15 & Matthew
5:14)

It’s up to us as His body to rise and be all that God has ordained in this critical hour of the
church’s destiny. Without the gifts of the Spirit operating in our lives, it will never happen.
However, there is hope because God is in the process of positioning each of us to be a part of the
end time anointing that shall sweep the world as we allow His gifts to emerge in our lives. (1
Corinthians 4:20)

The Gifts are for the Benefit of the Whole.
The gifts of the Holy Spirit are for the common good or the profit of all. When the Holy
Spirit manifests Himself through a gift to someone, it’s not for the sake of the person, but for the
good or profit of the whole body. Spiritual gifts, then, are given wholly for ministering to other
people, though the ministry may be to one or several, or to the whole body. We see this in the
following passage of Scripture.
1Corinthians 12:4-7 Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. There are differences
of ministries, but the same Lord. And there are diversities of activities, but it is the same God
who works all in all. But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all:
With an understanding that God is always at work, comes the realization that God always
knows how and when to meet needs because of His omniscience. He knows where His servants
are, at any given time, with the particular gift to meet the need and will use them accordingly. As
His servants, our part is to open the eyes of our understanding to the field of harvest in which we
are laboring to see where and how He is working. (John 4:35-36, Ephesians 1:17-18)
John 12:26 If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there My servant will be
also. If anyone serves Me, him My Father will honor.
It is through our faithfulness as servants that God uses us, which is why we need to be good
stewards of the gift He has given to us. When we are faithful and steadfast, it gives Him the
opportunity to set up divine appointments. Because God is always aware of the need and where
His servants are, He is able to manifest His glory as He works all in all.
1Corinthians 12:6-7 And there are diversities of activities, but it is the same God who works all
in all. 7But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all
There are two words in this passage that help us to see God's intent and purpose for the gifts
and how He expects them to operate in our lives.

God Who Works All in All to Manifest His Spirit
The word “works” in verse six means active operation, effectual, powerful, to be active,
efficient, fervent, and to be mighty in showing forth. The word “manifestation” in verse seven
means to make visible, clear, and known. The actual meaning according to Vine's Greek
Dictionary is to uncover, lay bare or reveal.
With these two definitions in mind, we can see it’s God's desire for us to be fervent and
mighty in showing forth and making His power visible through the gifts of the Spirit. As
members of His body, we are to be zealous, active, effectual, efficient and powerful in
manifesting the gifts of the Spirit for the benefit of the body as a whole—authentic Christianity
in action.
Jesus gave us many examples of how the gifts of the Spirit are to be used as He operated in
all the gifts with the full measure.

Definition of a Spiritual Gift
A spiritual gift is a divine attribute given by the Spirit to every member of the body
according to God's grace for use within the context of the body of Christ for specific times and
places. Spiritual gifts are not latent talents or trained abilities brought to heightened expression.
They are supernatural manifestations of God’s authority and power given to members of His
body to act on His behalf.
As members of His body with the divine nature of God, we are acting in the name of Jesus
doing the Father’s will. We are supernatural beings with His divine ability and indwelling
presence. Because we belong to Him, we are linked with His capacity and omnipotence and can
draw from it as needed. It’s a two-way street. We draw our anointing from Him as He draws
from our willingness to serve as His vessels of honor—an agreement that produces a powerful
explosion in the Spirit. Paul had this agreement in that which was working in Him mightily.”
(Colossians 1:29)

As members of the body of Christ, we have all been given at least one spiritual gift from
God to use for His glory and the growth and care of His Church, the body of Christ.
Manifestations of the Holy Spirit occur through all believers regardless of background,
experience or education.
1Corinthians 12:7-10 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all.
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for to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge
through the same Spirit, 9to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the
same Spirit, 10to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning of
spirits, to another different kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11But one
and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually as He wills.
Notice, it says, “distributing to each one individually as He wills.” The Father is intimately
acquainted with each of us. (Psalm 139:2-3) He created us in His image to function with a
designated purpose. It is the Spirit who distributes to us the gift or gifts needed in our lives to
fulfill our destiny and purpose. We may all desire whatever gifts we want, but our primary
gifting will be what the Father chooses.
If it’s God’s will for us to desire spiritual gifts, then it’s also true that each of us has already
received a spiritual gift, whether dormant or functioning. It’s up to us to discover and develop
them. As we do, we become faithful stewards of the manifold grace of God.
1Peter 4:10 As each one has received a gift, minister it to one another, as good stewards of the
manifold grace of God.
Our spiritual gifts are needed to help the body come to the stature of the fullness of Christ.
As we are faithful to minister to one another, we add dimensions of faith to those whom we are
serving, as well as our faith. As we are faithful to do this, we add to the increase and growth of
the body as a whole. (Ephesians 4:16)
With this in mind, let’s look at the gifts of the Spirit to see how they are to operate in our
lives and the body of Christ. However, I will only be giving you a brief description of each of the
gifts as an introduction. I am merely attempting to whet your appetite for further study on the
subject.
The gifts of the Spirit can be broken down into four areas: Revelation, Power, Vocal and
Service gifts found in 1Corinthians 12 and Romans 12.

The Revelation Gifts
The revelation gifts are the word of wisdom, word of knowledge and discerning of Spirits.
Through them, we may know anything God chooses to reveal. They are fragments of God's
knowledge, wisdom, and discernment to meet specific needs, answer challenges or to determine
the source of spiritual activity in a person's life, whether it be human, demonic or divine.
The word of wisdom is the unique ability to speak forth the wisdom of God in almost any
situation. It could come as you are praying for a particular person and you receive a word of
wisdom that is precisely right for how you should be praying and handling the situation. You
know because your spirit immediately agrees. It could also come forth in a counseling matter,
opening the door for active ministry into the person’s life as the two of you recognize it as divine
intervention. There are many various situations we all encounter in the normal routines of life
where the word of wisdom coming forth is of great value. Learn to ask and look for it with a
heart of expectancy.
Jesus gave many examples of how to use these gifts. We have the account of the woman
caught in adultery. (John 8:2-11) In this story, we see His example of being slow to speak and
quick to hear while taking the time to listen for the word of wisdom coming from the Father.
(James 1:19) Jesus’ confession was that He only did what He saw and heard the Father doing.
(John 5:30-31)

While looking to Jesus as our example in all things, we must always keep in mind, even
though He was God, He made Himself of no reputation by not acting as God. Jesus ministered as
a man fully empowered by the Holy Spirit within Him.
Jesus was able to use the gift of the word of wisdom here to confound those who were
accusing the woman. As a result, the woman was led to repentance while her accusers sheepishly
backed way and disappeared.
Many times we do not lead people to repentance because we are too quick to speak and
condemn rather than waiting on God. We need to be like Jesus, who was slow to speak and quick
to hear the perfect word of wisdom that brings reconciliation to those who are listening.
Proverbs 25:11 A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in settings of silver.
As we are faithful to minister one to another, we will encounter innumerable opportunities to
use the gift of wisdom in conversations, counseling opportunities and even in exceptional
situations as seen in the above example of Jesus when confronting the scribes and Pharisees.
The word of knowledge is the unique ability to declare a fragment of God’s knowledge
only revealed supernaturally. Wikipedia defines it as follows: Among Pentecostal and
Charismatic Christians, the word of knowledge is often defined as the ability of one person to
know what God is currently doing or intends to do in the life of another person. It is also defined
as knowing the secrets of another person's heart.
The gift of the word of knowledge enables us to minister efficiently and to know and
understand situations, circumstances, and strategies of the enemy. It allows us to know how to
speak in the above situations with the knowledge that can bring healing and understanding to
others. It is as we wait on God in the various situations that He is able to speak into our spirits a
word of knowledge that addresses the issue and opens their hearts to what the Lord desires to do.
In John’s Gospel, the account of Jesus with the woman at the well illustrates how He was
used in this gift to see into the window of her soul. With it, He addresses an area in her life that
was needed to bring her to repentance.
In a lengthy conversation with her, Jesus reveals things about her failed marriages and the
man she was currently living with. As a result, she perceives Him to be a prophet and then comes

to the realization that He is the Messiah. She then goes and tells the whole city, and they all
come to hear Jesus as well. As a result, many become believers in Him. (John 4:1-42)
John 4:42 Then they said to the woman, “Now we believe, not because of what you said, for we
ourselves have heard Him and we know that this is indeed the Christ, the Savior of the world.”
From this passage, we see the importance of taking the gifts of the Spirit into our sphere of
influence, as well as our small group or congregational settings. The word of knowledge from
Jesus opened the door for many to believe on Him. What would happen if we were to be used in
the gifts of the Spirit as we go into the world and marketplaces with a heart of expectancy?
Revival would most likely break out with people convinced as the Samaritans were—that Jesus
is the Messiah, who has come to deliver them from their sins.
Discerning of Spirits is the ability to tell the difference between genuine and false doctrine,
and between what is of the Holy Spirit and what isn't. Satan can appear as an angel of light with
a deception that is false and tempting. (2Corinthians 11:14, Genesis 2:16 – 3:5) The Bible makes it
clear there can be lying spirits in the mouths of prophets. Satan can speak right after God speaks
as in the case of Peter, when he had the wonderful revelation of proclaiming Jesus as the
Messiah. (Matthew 16:23, Acts 13:6-1-2, 16:16-18, 1John 4:1-3)
The gift of discernment is very much needed in the church today! The church is full of
deceptive practices and influences. Satan has had his day, but his time is coming to a close as
Jesus continues to build His Church, a Church that will prevail against by the enemy.

The Power Gifts
The power gifts are the gift of faith, working miracles, and gifts of healing. They are
supernatural manifestations given by God for a particular time in a particular place. These gifts
show forth God's glory, power, greatness, and majesty as well as His victory over sickness and
disease. They’re for deliverance and overcoming nature itself.
The gift of faith is miraculous like all other gifts of the Spirit. It is a supernatural
manifestation that miraculously gives a surge of assurance and confidence, which sometimes
arises within a person faced with a particular situation or need.
All Christians have a measure of faith that is essential to their journey in the Lord. The gift
of faith, however, is the unique ability to trust God and exercise faith in individual circumstances
as Peter did when he walked out of the boat onto the water. (Matthew 14:22-33)
An example of the gift of faith is when Jesus cursed the fig tree. As a result, it immediately
withered and died. (Mark 11:12-14, 20-24) Jesus used the fig tree as a lesson to show us we can also
have this kind of faith. He said, “Therefore I say to you, whatever things you ask when you pray,
believe that you receive them, and you will have them.” (Mark 11:24)
Another example of the gift faith in action is when Peter and John spoke the word of faith to
the lame man who was healed. (Acts 3:1-10) The outcome of their burst of faith was 5,000 people
getting saved and coming to the Lord. Just as these people turned to Jesus as a result of the gift
faith producing miracles and healings, the hearts of people everywhere are turned towards the
Lord when we step out in gifts of faith, miracles, and healings.
The gift of miracles comes when the Holy Spirit chooses to "override" the laws of nature
working in or through an available person. They are supernatural manifestations of the Spirit to
perform miracles.
There are many examples of miracles in Scripture. We know Jesus performed many
miracles such as turning water into wine, raising the dead, healing the blind, walking on water,
and many others during His three and one-half years of ministry. The Apostles also performed all

kinds of miracles. They were able to cast out demons, heal the sick, raise the dead, strike people
dead, cause blindness, and more. (Acts 2:43; 3:1-10;5:1-16; 9:36-43; 13:4-12; 19:11-12) Philip had
extraordinary results in Samaria with miracles as did Steven before his persecution in Jerusalem.
(Acts 6:8, 8:4-8) People were healed by Peter’s shadow as he walked through the streets of
Jerusalem. (Acts 5:14)
When God moves, it is always with purpose. Miracles are no different. Miracles are often
used to move the church in a particular direction. For example, when God performed miracles
through the hand of Moses, it was for leading the people of Israel out of Egypt. In the New
Testament, there was a magnificent display of God’s power through the hands of Jesus and his
early disciples. Miracles through their hands helped to launch the New Testament Church.
They’re always happening in various places, but there are seasons in which they are much more
abundant.
We are now entering into the latter days before Jesus’ return—another significant event in
the church—a time when He desires to bring His church to the stature of the fullness of Christ as
His glory fills all in all. (Ephesians 4:13, 1:22-23) As God poured out the early rain upon the church
to moisten the ground, the seed of the gospel was planted during the ministry of Jesus and the
first disciples.
Now is the time for the latter rain of His Spirit to bring forth the harvest to a place of
complete maturity! (Joel 2:23) The prophets Haggai and Joel spoke of the latter house as being
greater than the former with the early rain being poured out moderately. (Haggai 2:7-9, Joel 2:23
KJV) The latter rain will cause the church to become a great army with authority as Jesus cleanses
His church and makes it ready for the awesome day of the Lord. Miracles will be everywhere
with God’s people filled with the Spirit going forth with the same zeal as the early disciples—a
zeal that caused their known world to be filled with the gospel of Jesus Christ. Multitudes upon
multitudes will be saved in this coming harvest. (Joel 2:28-32, 3:14)
The final harvest is coming. Jesus said, “The harvest truly is plentiful, but the laborers are
few. Therefore, pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into the His harvest.” (Matthew
9:37-38)

Will your journey be such that it causes you press into the gifts of the Spirit and be used by
the Lord in remarkable ways or will you press the default button in unbelief or apathy, and miss
out on great adventures in the faith? The choice is yours. Ask the Lord for rain in the time of
latter rain and He will give it to you. (Zechariah 10:1) A double portion is awaiting you!
John 4:35 Do you not say, “There are still four months and then comes the harvest?” Behold, I
say to you, lift up your eyes and look at the fields, for they are already white for harvest!
The gifts of healings are supernatural abilities or manifestations of the Spirit for various
kinds of healing and restoration to individuals through the power of the Holy Spirit. The New
Testament is filled with examples of the apostles going forth with power as they received the gift
to cure diseases.
Gifts of healing and working of miracles often operate in conjunction with the gift of faith,
as with Peter and John in Acts 3:1-8 where the Holy Spirit prompted and gave them the gift of
faith to heal a lame man.
Another great example is when Paul was at Lystra and perceived a man in the audience had
faith to be healed. Even though the man had faith to be healed, his faith wasn’t enough until it
was joined with Paul’s faith to perform the healing.
Acts 14:8-10 And at Lystra a certain man without strength in his feet was sitting, a cripple from
his mother’s womb, who had never walked. This man heard Paul speaking, Paul, observing him

intently and seeing that he had faith to be healed, said with a loud voice, “Stand up straight on
your feet!” And he leaped and walked.
In this situation, it wasn’t faith and the miracle alone that produced the healing—a word of
knowledge came as well. Paul received a word of knowledge that the man had faith to be healed.

The Vocal Gifts
The vocal gifts are tongues, interpretation of tongues and prophecy. They are super-natural
manifestations of the Spirit of which God can speak through His vessels anything that He
chooses to tell. The gift of tongues and interpretation of tongues are inseparable. The gift of
tongues must be interpreted when it comes forth in the congregational or small group setting.
1Corinthians14:27 If anyone speaks in a tongue, let there be two or at the most three, each in
turn, and let one interpret.
The gift of tongues is a congregational gift which not all believers possess as implied in
1Corinthians 12:30 where it asks the rhetorical question, “Do all speak with tongues? The
answer is obviously, no. In the same way, all do not have the gift of miracles, healings or
interpretation of tongues. This particular passage is in the context of how the gifts are to be used
when the church meets as an assembly or in small groups.
On the other hand, there is also the gift of tongues that comes as a result of receiving the
baptism of the Holy Spirit. In the following the passage, Paul writes about this difference
between the two and encourages all believers to accept it.
1Corinthians 14:3-5 But he who prophesies speaks edification and exhortation and comfort to
men. He who speaks in a tongue edifies himself, but he who prophesies edifies the church. I wish
you all spoke with tongues, but even more that you prophesied; for he who prophesies is greater
than he who speaks in a tongue, unless indeed he interprets, that the church may receive
edification.
The gift of interpretation of tongues is the God-given inspiration to speak in the language
of the listeners, giving them the dynamic equivalent of that which is spoken in tongues.
Interpretation of tongues is just that, an interpretation. It is not a translation.
Prophecy is also the God-given inspiration that speaks to the congregation a special word
from God that communicates and reveals His will, mind and purpose through a Spirit-filled
individual. Prophecy can also come forth to particular individuals, such as the prophet Agabus
prophesying to Paul about going to Jerusalem. This is often referred to as personal prophecy,
which can be very helpful in a person’s life. (Acts 21:9-12) We have already covered this aspect of
prophecy more explicitly in chapter five on “Navigational Tools—Word and Spirit.” Please see
that chapter for further explanation.

The Service Gifts
The service gifts build us up in love, prepare us for effective kingdom service, and enable us
to live between the miracles. These gifts have a greater capacity for consistently building the
church.
Some of the gifts listed in the following passages were included in the previous section, but
there are other gifts listed below which were not on that list, which are referred to as the service
gifts. From the two passages on the next page, they are as follows: ministry, teaching, exhorting,
giving, leading, showing mercy, helps and administrations.
Romans 12:6-8 Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, let us use
them: if prophecy, let us prophesy in proportion to our faith; or ministry, let us use it in our

ministering; he who teaches, in teaching; he who exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, with
liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness.
1Corinthians 12:28 And God has appointed these in the church: first apostles, second prophets,
third teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, varieties of
tongues.
The gift of ministry involves all areas of service in the church that require someone with a
special grace that goes above and beyond the average ability to serve. We are all called to serve,
but there are those who excel in ministering to others because of their gifting. They are gifted in
functional areas like the select group in Acts 6, where they are called deacons. The gift of
ministry isn’t relegated to the office of deacons only but can refer to any serving that is done in
the name of the Lord Jesus Christ where their gift takes them above and beyond the normal.
The gift of teaching is the spiritual ability to take the truth from God’s Word and explain it
clearly so that God’s people can understand it and apply it to their lives. The teaching gift is
expressed within various ministries in the church such as small groups, children, teachers of
women or one who teaches the whole congregation. It communicates biblical truth and motivates
God’s people toward a life of godly obedience to that truth.
The gift of exhortation and encouragement is the spiritual ability to come along-side a
person who is hurting spiritually or emotionally to offer a word of comfort or encouragement
which would enable the person to continue to move forward in spite of the wound. It could also
come as a word of admonishment—truth in love—in a challenging manner that gives them the
nudge they need in their spiritual journey.
The apostles renamed a man called Joseph to Barnabas (son of encouragement) because of
his ministry to the early church in Jerusalem. (Acts 4:36-37) It was Barnabas who found Saul in
Tarsus and brought him to the church in Antioch. Up until then the church, for the most part, had
ignored Paul. Because of Barnabus, Paul was fully received into fellowship.
Barnabas saw something in Paul and was determined to draw it out of him. We all need
people in our lives who will discern the gift of God in us and draw it out. What would have
happened if Paul had been left to his own devices without a son of encouragement coming to
him? Where would the church be?
Many Christians fall by the wayside because there is no one with the gift of encouragement
to help them on their way. The body of Christ needs people who encourage and exhort for the
benefit of the whole. The example of Barnabus and Paul shows how the gifts of the Spirit work
in relationship to God’s overall plan and purpose. Paul became very strategic in spreading the
gospel of Jesus Christ in the early days of Christianity, taking the gospel as far away as Rome.
Many accused him of turning the world upside down with the message of the gospel. (Acts 17:6)
All of Asia Minor heard the gospel because of his ministry. (Acts 19:10) He wrote one-third of the
New Testament.
Giving with liberality is the spiritual ability to give financially or materially to the church
and needs of others within the body of Christ or the community in which they live. It is a gift that
is to be shared in simplicity for the glory of God without drawing attention to themselves.
Barnabas is also an example of this gift in that he sold a field and gave the money to the apostles
for the sake of the Church. (Acts 4:36-37)
We all have the responsibility to give—everybody—nobody is excluded! We are all to give
as we purpose in our hearts, not grudgingly or of necessity, for God loves a cheerful giver.
(2Corinthians 9:8) The giving should be systematic, not haphazard, not according to whether you
feel you can or can't; but each is to lay aside as the Lord has prospered. (2Corinthians 16:2)

The gift of leadership is the spiritual ability to stand before a group of people and lead such
as a mission project, an elder’s meeting or the building of a new community of Christians.
James, the Lord’s brother, is an example. Even though he wasn’t one of the original
apostles, he eventually became the leading apostle of the church in Jerusalem because of his
ability to lead and make the hard decisions.
He is seen in action with the leadership gift when he made the final decision to the council
of the Jerusalem elders following the heated discussion on whether the Gentile believers should
be circumcised. (Acts 15:13-19) After hearing all the arguments, he was the deciding voice as to
what should happen.
The word rule associated with leadership means it can vary in many ways. When it says,
“He that rules let him rule with diligence,” implies eldership of the Church; as the word rule
means “to be able to stand before individuals.” The idea of ruling with diligence implies doing it
with eagerness in a business-like manner. One of the qualifications of elders is that they are to
rule well. (1Timothy 5:17) However, eldership is not the only manifestation of the gift. The gift of
leadership needs to be in operation in many areas of the church life. There are many ministries
within the church that need someone who is operating with the gift to lead.
The gift of mercy is the spiritual ability to manifest pity and give aid to those who are
physically, emotionally or spiritually helpless. It is the capacity to express compassionate, loving
action and lift up the one who is downtrodden and to do it joyfully. The example of Tabitha in
the book of Acts is a great example of the gift of mercy.
Acts 9:36 At Joppa there was a certain disciple named Tabitha, which is translated Dorcas. This
woman was full of good works and charitable deeds which she did.
The person with the gift of mercy can come to the aid of an individual who is hurting
emotionally or physically. They have an understanding that exudes in compassion that allows
others to open up. In their compassion, they speak words of truth that can touch the heart of the
matter like apples of gold in settings of silver. (Proverbs 25:11) They recognize a genuine need or
concern without being asked to respond. They answer out of a heartfelt concern.
The gift of helps is the ability to help by aiding and rendering assistance to others with
compassion and grace. The word translated "helps" means literally "to relieve, succor, participate
in and support." These are those who are very gifted with helps that are beyond what most of us
are willing or able to do. They can freely give of themselves in a variety of ways that encourages
the body of Christ.
Countless things come up which make this gift necessary and needed. People with this gift
are more than willing to pitch in and help, even if it’s for the most mundane or repulsive jobs.
Whether it’s working with the church, projects, helping widows, single moms, or whatever, they
offer their help with a spirit of humility and grace as they volunteer with anonymity.
The gift of administration is the ability to organize, plan, implement, and keep track of
various duties and records as a help to the organizational structure of a church. It would involve
being a strategic thinker who thinks outside of the parameters of most. They have good
leadership skills, manage people, projects, finances, information, and stay on task while others
might get lost in the details. They might even be able to help others accomplish tedious or
difficult tasks and multitask different projects or prescribed duties of individual plans and
meetings. They are likely computer savvy and might even have excellent people skills.
There are no major or minor gifts in the charismatic outpouring with the gifts of the Spirit.
All of the gifts are to be cherished, coveted, faithfully stewarded and graciously utilized as

products of God's unmerited favor. These are all God-given abilities to do what the gift suggests.
(Most of these definitions I picked up over the years, but do not know where they originated from.)

Three Keys to Developing Spiritual Gifts
We are told to “earnestly desire the best gifts” and to “desire spiritual gifts and especially
that of prophecy” and to “earnestly desire to prophesy,” which goes for all the gifts. (1Corinthians
12:1 and 1Corinthians 14:1,39) The best gifts are the ones God is going to pour into your heart,
whatever they may be.
There must be holy ambition and desire. With the baptism of the Holy Spirit, there is an
explosion that goes on within us. “Dunamis,” is the Greek word for power mentioned in Acts
1:8. When the disciples received the baptism of the Holy Spirit as prophesied by John the Baptist
and Jesus, they exploded with a holy ambition to fulfill the “Great Commission.” They went
everywhere with signs following. If we are serious about desiring spiritual gifts, it will take this
same holy ambition within us as we receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit and pray in tongues
daily. (See Chapter 6 on “The Seven Essentials” for more information on the Baptism of the Holy Spirit.) The
book of James exhorts us that faith without works is dead. Unless we have an active response to
go along with our desire for spiritual gifts, it will always remain an unfulfilled desire. Romans
12:6 reminds us to “use them.”
There must be an attitude of expectation. If God, through His Word, has encouraged us to
desire spiritual gifts, then we should expect to receive a spiritual gift. It’s part of the package
that’s intended to equip us for the journey ahead. Many people never discover their spiritual gifts
because they’re not looking for them with a heart of expectation.
You need to know that it is in God’s best interest for you to discover what He is pouring into
your life. Spiritual gifts are like grace. You don’t receive them because you deserve them. It has
nothing to do with that. They belong to you because you are a child of God. Therefore, you need
to seek diligently the gift God has for you.
Hebrews 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must
believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.
Practice, Practice, Practice. No one is going to be perfect when attempting to function in
spiritual gifts. The more you use them, the more you understand how they work in life and
ministry.
Romans 12:6-8 Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, let us use
them: if prophecy, let us prophesy in proportion to our faith; 7or ministry, let us use it in our
ministering; he who teaches, in teaching; 8he who exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, with
liberality, he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness.
Ephesians 4:16 from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint
supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth of
the body for the edifying of itself in love.
When I first received the baptism of the Holy Spirit, I would shut myself in my room and
pray for hours. I wanted to develop the new tongue the Lord had given me. When I first started
prophesying, I would expect God to use me at every opportunity. He was always faithful. It was
through reason of use that my senses were trained to know His voice and how He worked in my
life. It took lots of practice.
Spiritual gifts are not only important to our journey and calling in God, but also for God’s
purpose and destiny for His Church—the body of Christ. When we are faithful to function in the

gift and the ministry God has given to us, it helps the body of Christ to be more active and
efficient.
May God bless you as you discover and press into the spiritual gift or gifts the Father has in
store for you!
*****

Discipleship and Ministry
Chapter Eleven
And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on
earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have
commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen—Matthew
28:18-20.
Works do not save us, even though we were created in Christ Jesus for good works. We are
His workmanship. (Ephesians 2:6-8) Our relationship with Jesus is based solely on what He
accomplished on the cross. We are saved by grace and not by works. However, as we grow and
mature in our relationship with Him and continue to move forward in our journey, we discover
He has work for us to do. Paul speaks of this when he mentions it is the saints who are equipped
for the work of the ministry. (Ephesians 4:13)
It is in ministry, discipleship and serving where the excitement and adventure of being a
Christian take off with a heightened effect upon us. As we get involved in ministry, we
experience God working in and through us as He gives us the grace to do various tasks and
ministry purposes. We come to a greater understanding of what grace is. We see that it is
multifaceted with an expression of God’s divine ability working in us. Serving and Ministry take
us into a deeper relationship with Jesus Christ as the Holy Spirit communicates to us the Father’s
heart and desire in all that we do. As the Holy Spirit leads us to greater revelations of grace,
work and ministry the Father has for us, He shows us our place at His table. It is in this that we
learn what it means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ.
Ministry and serving all evolve around the concept of being a disciple of Jesus Christ in the
same way that the early disciples were followers of Jesus. With this in mind, it will be important
for us to understand more fully the concept of discipleship.

What it Means to Be a Disciple
Becoming a true disciple of Jesus involves having an understanding that discipleship is at
the core of all that we do as Christians. Everything, including evangelism, ministry, and serving
flow out of our calling as disciples of Jesus. We are all called to be disciples—there are no
exceptions. If we get this wrong, it will affect everything we do. Discipleship is the foundation
we must build on as there is no other foundation established other than the Lordship of Christ.
Therefore, we are to take heed to how we build. (1Corinthians 3:9-15)

A Disciple is a Disciplined Follower of Jesus Christ
Discipleship is the process by which we grow in our walk with the Lord. We become more
Christ-like as we continually depend upon the Holy Spirit to lead us, not only in our ministry and
work but through the pressures and trials we encounter along the way. We are to become
disciplined followers, who continually abide in Christ. We are to be imitators of Christ, who
strive to be like Him in every way. Our goal is to be conformed to His image. (Romans 8:29)
Luke 6:40 A disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone who is perfectly trained will be like
his teacher.

Followers of Jesus are more than students. They are strict followers of Jesus Christ in every
aspect of their lives. They are in a continued learning process throughout their journey in the
Lord. They adhere to the teachings of Jesus Christ by living according to the standards He and
the other writers outlined in the New Testament.

A Disciple Embraces the Cross of Christ
A disciple of Jesus must willingly embrace the cross of Christ and all that it represents. In
the life of Jesus, it represented obedience, pain, suffering, humiliation and death. As the writer of
the Book of Hebrews said, “It was for the joy that was set before Him that He endured the cross
and its shame.” (Hebrews 12:2) As followers of Christ, we are to maintain the same attitude of
Christ as we embrace the cross.
Hebrews 12:3-4 For consider Him who endured such hostility from sinners against Himself, lest
you become weary and discouraged in your souls. You have not yet resisted to bloodshed,
striving against sin.
Paul’s testimony was that he desired to know Christ in the fellowship of His sufferings.
(Philippians 3:10) Throughout his journey, it was evident he lived this out. We will mostly likely
not suffer in the manner that he did, but as we purpose to live godly lives in a sinful world, we
will find, at times, being ridiculed and even persecuted. (2Timothy 3:12) We see in the following
Scripture some of the ways in which Paul suffered.
2Corinthians 11:26 (NIV) I have been constantly on the move. I have been in danger from rivers,
in danger from bandits, in danger from my fellow Jews, in danger from Gentiles; in danger in
the city, in danger in the country, in danger at sea; and in danger from false believers.
Jesus made it abundantly clear that we can’t become His disciples unless we are willing to
bear His cross. He says, “Whoever does not bear his cross and come after Me cannot be My
disciple.” (Luke 14:27) It doesn’t get any clearer than that.
The idea of getting involved in ministry is usually an exciting thought. Much of ministry is
very exciting, though it can be quite a grueling experience. It will cost you your life. Are you
prepared for all that the cross may demand from you? A wise man will sit down and count the
cost before he begins.
At some point you come to the realization that this is the only way forward in the journey
you have begun with the Lord. Obviously, there are different levels of commitment and
responsibility as we move forward, but no matter what level we enter, there will always be dying
to self as we pick up the cross and follow Jesus.
Attempting to get involved in ministry, serving, or evangelism without embracing the cross
won’t produce the fruit and the character Christ is desiring from us. We will only produce dead
works. (1Corinthians 3:13-15)

Discipleship Requires Total Commitment
Jesus was quite explicit about the cost of following Him. Discipleship requires a totally
committed life. He said, “Any of you who does not give up everything he has cannot be my
disciple.” (Luke 14:33) The sacrificial life is expected! Jesus said to his disciples, “If anyone
would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.” (Matthew 16:24
What does this mean? Does it mean we sell all that we have and follow Jesus? I don’t think
so! It means we consider ourselves as stewards rather than owners. We are to live as He has
called us, which means we must acknowledge Jesus in all of our ways, whatever they may be. In

other words, Jesus must be King and Lord of our lives. Nothing is to take precedence over Him
and His will for us.
The cost of discipleship required by Jesus caused many to turn from following Him. (John
6:63-68) His goal wasn’t to attract large crowds. He wanted disciples! The problem with some
churches today is, they’re more concerned with drawing large crowds than they are in making
disciples. Let’s choose to be involved with churches that are interested in building missional
communities through discipleship.
It was as great multitudes were following Jesus that He turned to them and challenged them
with what it meant to be a disciple and to count the cost. (Luke 14:25-28) In the following passage,
Jesus challenges them to count the cost before beginning to build.
Luke 14:28-30 For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not sit down first and count the
cost, whether he has enough to finish it—29lest, after he has laid the foundation, and is not able
to finish, all who see it began to mock him, 30saying, “This man began to build and was not able
to finish?”
Will you be one of those who has counted the cost and becomes a true disciple of Jesus? Or
will you press the default button because of a lack of faith and understanding of what being a
follower of Jesus requires? Pressing the default button may seem easy and painless now, but
what will you do in the end? Embrace the cost of discipleship and you will be rewarded greatly
in this life and the one to come.
As we are faithful to commit our ways unto Him daily, we are dying to self as Paul exhorted
us to do. (1Corinthians 15:31) When we die daily, it will cause us to be missional in our approach to
our day-to-day activities rather than seeking what self can get out of them.
Does discipleship mean we never take the time to enjoy ourselves? No! God is faithful to
give us plenty of time to rest and enjoy ourselves as we commit our lives to Him and His
purpose.
Following Jesus’ dissertation on what it means to be a disciple and counting the cost, He
said, “Salt is good; but if the salt has lost its flavor, how shall it be seasoned? It is neither fit for
the land nor the dunghill, but men throw it out. He who has ears to hear, let him hear!”

Discipleship Causes our Light to Shine
Discipleship affirms the fact that our salt will not lose its flavor. Hopefully, we will have
ears to hear what Jesus is saying to us about what it means to become a true disciple of His. Once
we have counted the cost, we are now ready to move forward into the ministry and calling He
has for us. His calling will lead us into ministry and missional purposes while serving and being
a witness for Him. By becoming a true disciple, we are assured that our works will not be burned
up.
I remember the day when I made the commitment to be a sold out disciple for Jesus Christ. I
had just been saved for a few months when a friend had given me the book, “The Cost of
Discipleship,” by Dietrich Bonhoeffer. As I was reading the book, I came across the chapter that
was challenging the readers from the passage in Isaiah about being the one whom the Lord
would send.
Isaiah 6:8 Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying: “Whom shall I send, and who will go for
Us?” Then I said, “Here am I! Send me.”
As I read this portion of the chapter more than 40 years ago, the presence of the Lord came
over me very strongly. At that moment, I knelt down and said, “I will go! Send me. It was a very
powerful defining moment in which I sensed total consecration unto the Lord. It was another

defining moment. Shortly after that, the Lord opened the doors for me to travel to Alaska and
begin Bible College.
There should be a time in all of our lives after we have tasted of the Lord’s goodness and
counted the cost that we make a commitment to follow Him wholeheartedly into being a faithful
disciple.
John 8:31-32 If you abide (continue-KJV) in my word, you are my disciples indeed; 32and you
shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.
As we take this step of faith, the Father fills us with a deeper revelation and understanding
of who He is and how He desires to work in our lives. For me, it was like the windows of heaven
were being opened as the revelation of God’s Word began to fill my spirit and soul in a much
deeper way than what I had previously experienced. An excitement and zeal were formed in me
that began to catapult me forward in an amazing way. I became consumed with the new-found
zeal towards God’s kingdom and the calling He had placed in my life. It has led me through
many avenues of ministry these past 40 years.
Even now, as I write this book, I sense the Holy Spirit breathing life and revelation into me
as I write. Discipleship brings us into an understanding of the kingdom that is ever increasing as
it says in Isaiah 9:7, “Of the increase of His government or kingdom there shall be no end.”
Becoming a disciple causes us to know the truth in a way that sets us free from the burdens and
cares of this life that bring healing and deliverance as we cast all of our cares upon Him.

Discipleship Gives Birth to Ministry
The majority of the work that gets done in the kingdom is by saints who are called to do the
work of the ministry. That’s you! We need to get over the concept that it’s just those who are in
full-time ministry to whom God calls to ministry. Ministry is for every saint of God—that’s you!
We are all called to serve in some capacity. By accepting the call to be a disciple, you need to
know you will be in a ministry of some sort. In any given church or body of believers, there is
plenty of work to go around.
You may be thinking, “I’m not sure what my ministry is!” Just get involved and start serving
wherever there’s an opening. As you serve and get involved, you will discover your passion and
gifting.
As a young Christian, one of my first areas of service was in a bus ministry. As an
introverted person, this was a big challenge for me, but I decided to face my insecurities and do
it. I would go out each Saturday and meet the parents and talk to the kids who would be riding
my bus. It wasn’t long before I began to enjoy doing this each week as I started to sense the
grace of God leading me out of my insecurities and giving me favor with the kids and their
parents.
My next area of service was that of teaching the single adults in our church during our
Sunday morning classes before the service. I had never done anything like this be-fore, but there
was a need, and I responded to it. My obedience led me into greater times of study in God’s
Word.
During this season, I also felt compelled to be involved in evangelism, which also went
against my introverted personality. I, therefore, became God’s secret agent and started planting
evangelistic tracts everywhere. It was my way of doing something in spite of my introverted
personality.
In all of these areas of service, God was showing me how to get involved in ministry as a
young believer. It was very exhilarating and life changing! The transformation process began to

take root as I willingly offered myself as a living sacrifice in those areas that weren’t in my
comfort zone. (Romans 12:1)
The next stage of my Christian experience took me to Bible College at a large church in
Anchorage, Alaska. During this time, I became involved in all kinds of evangelistic endeavors
from witnessing on the streets, and in bars, to picking up hitchhikers and spending Saturday
afternoons witnessing and counseling with guys in the city jail in downtown Anchorage. I also
had a small group Bible study in my home on a weekly basis. My last area of service during this
phase of my life was that of teaching Biblical foundations at the local mission on a weekly basis.
They all had to listen to me before they could get their free meal for the day.
At this juncture in my life, I knew God had called me to ministry but was unsure as to what
aspect. As I was faithful to serve wherever the need was, God began to reveal what my primary
gifting was. At first, I thought it was evangelism but soon discovered that teaching was where
my passion and anointing seemed to be.
If you desire to learn who you are in Christ and what your area of gifting is, start serving and
allow the Lord to lead you and reveal what your true passion and gifting is. Eventually, you find
your place. Don’t wait for someone to seek you out, just begin to do it and you’ll discover the
faithfulness of God in relationship to who you are in Christ.
There are all kinds of ministries in the church that need everyday people who simply have
the heart to serve. Places like greeters, children’s ministry, ushering, benevolence, hospitality,
small group leaders, singers, musicians, youth workers, visitor follow-up, evangelistic outreach
events, office help, building and grounds maintenance, intercessors, and many more are always
in need of faithful followers of Jesus to serve.

Disciples in Action
Just recently, I was attending our Sunday 11:00 am service and was sitting in the back of the
church because I had broken my foot. I was using crutches, so I wanted a spot near the back
where there wasn’t too much traffic. The service was quite full, and I found myself watching
Monte, the usher, who was trying to find seats for all the latecomers. He’s a man about 75 years
old, who walks with a limp. Even though our church caters to a much younger crowd, here was
an older man serving God with all his heart.
As I was watching Monte find seats for everyone, I was impressed with his diligence. He
would walk down the aisle several times during the service, noting where all the empty seats
were. Many of them were in the middle of the rows, which meant asking the people at the end of
the rows to scoot over or step out to let in the latecomers.
As I observed how effortlessly he did this with an expression of joy on his face, I thought to
myself, “There’s a real servant of God enjoying his ministry—a disciple in action.” You see,
because he was in his place of ministry and doing it with joy, he was helping and ministering to
others who needed to feel comfortable as they worshiped the Lord. His joint was supplying what
was necessary for the body to edify itself and grow in love. He was a saint doing the work of the
ministry.
I have a friend named Charlie who is a greeter at our Saturday evening service. He’s in his
early 50s, has long blond hair and an upbeat personality—a real extrovert. Charlie’s gift is his
personality. He’s not afraid to talk to anybody. He’s always warm and friendly to whomever he
speaks to, no matter who they are. He has an ability to draw out even the shyest person. He
faithfully ministers every week whether scheduled or not. In a church of over 1500, just about
everyone knows him because he has greeted them at one time or another. He is a faithful servant

who takes his gift of hospitality and the responsibility with it very seriously. (1Peter 4:9-10) He
provides that first touch to everyone who walks through the doors, especially to those who may
be visiting for the first time. He’s a saint doing the work of the ministry—a disciple in action—
his joint supplying to the whole. He’s fulfilling the following Scriptures just as Monte was.
Ecclesiastes 9:10 Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with your might; for there is no work or
device or knowledge or wisdom in the grave where you are going.
Ephesians 4:16 from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint
supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth of
the body for the edifying of itself in love.
Several years ago, after being the senior pastor of a church for twelve years, my wife and I
felt it was time to step aside and pursue a different avenue of ministry. We had no guarantees as
to what our future would hold. During this season, we did all sorts of things to make ends meet,
one of which was being the custodians of the church to whom we had sold our building. We had
become a part of this new church plant and were excited about starting over.
One evening as I was vacuuming between the rows of seats, I sensed the Lord say to me,
“What you’re doing right now is just as important as every sermon you’ve ever preached.” It was
another defining moment for me as I approached this season of my life. It helped me walk in
humility towards the Lord and others as I followed the advice of the scripture above that says,
“Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with your might.”
It has now been 19 years since stepping aside, and my wife and I are walking in God’s
blessing in every way. God has been faithful to us as we have continued to serve and involve
ourselves in Kingdom ministry. I ministered for 15 years in my primary gifting, which is that of
a teacher to our first and second-year interns—a group of 18-25-year-olds—as well as
performing many other functions while being on staff at the new church plant. I am now semiretired with a writing ministry and have a business as a wedding officiant. I have also led small
groups for the last several years that have seen many saints of God discipled and brought into
Kingdom truths. I have a website that ministers to many pastors and saints around the world who
are in need of equipping for the ministry. The site reaches over 2500 unique visitors a day. My
wife is the pastoral assistant to the senior pastor and benevolence, outreach pastor at the church
we attend. Instead of sitting idly by, we have kept ourselves busy building the kingdom. There is
no retirement from that.
When we allow God to use our talents and giftings to disciple others, He is faithful! The
examples above and that of my story illustrate the importance of getting involved and doing what
we can, no matter who we are. As we are faithful to become disciples and disciple others with
the gifting God has placed in us, He is faithful to move us forward on our journey. We may not
see everything clearly, but as we step out in faith, we begin to see with greater clarity. Through
our example, we leave a path that is visible to others. It is as we commit ourselves to being
faithful disciples of Christ that ministry avenues open up. As we serve with willing and obedient
hearts, we find ourselves in position as true laborers in the harvest where the Lord is working.
John 12:26 If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there My servant will also
be. If anyone serves Me, him My Father will honor.
As we are faithful to serve in this manner, the invisible path opens up before us with greater
clarity while God continually reveals His plans and purposes to us. We see ourselves as lively
stones who are being fitted and framed into the building God is raising up and vessels unto honor
rather than dishonor.

1Peter 2:2-5 As newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that you may grow thereby, 3if
indeed you have tasted that the Lord is gracious. 4Coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected
indeed by men, but chosen by God and precious; 5you also, as living stones, are being built up a
spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through
Jesus Christ.
2Timothy 2:20 But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and silver, but also of
wood and clay, some for honor and some for dishonor.
My prayer for you is that as you continue your journey, you will open your heart to all that
God has for you and become a vessel unto honor. May God bless you richly as you press into
discipleship and ministry!

*****

The Need for Guardrails
Chapter Twelve
For if God did not spare the natural branches, He may not spare you either. Therefore consider
the goodness and severity of God: on those who fell, severity; but toward you, goodness, if you
continue in His goodness. Otherwise, you will also be cut off. – Romans 11:21-22
As you travel south along the Pacific Coast on Highway 101, there are many places where
you are very thankful for guardrails. The guardrails are there for your safety and protection
because of the many places where the road is very narrow and winding. If it weren’t for the
guardrails, it would be rather frightening. Even with the guardrails, it can be quite scary. On a
trip there last year, my wife informed me this is the last time she will ever come on this road.
Sometimes, it feels like you could end up down a cliff and into the ocean if you were to make the
slightest mistake. On the other side of the road, the steep hills act as guardrails for your
protection.
I live in Northern California, about two hours from South Lake Tahoe. When traveling East
towards Lake Tahoe on Highway 50, there’s a place where you are about 7250 feet in elevation
on a winding two lane road with a deep canyon to your right. When looking out your window,
from the passenger side, it seems like an abyss below. On the driver’s side, you have the
mountain for your protection which acts as a natural guardrail. If it weren’t for the guardrails,
you would, most likely, be traveling slowly with much precaution and trepidation. The guardrails
are there for your protection and precaution so that you feel safe and secure.
As we continue our journey with Christ, we need spiritual guardrails in place for our
security and protection. There will be innumerable occasions along the way where we will need
them to keep us on track with God and His purpose for our lives. Without them, we could easily
injure ourselves and end up emotionally wounded with the potential of causing us to shipwreck
in our faith towards God. (1Timothy 1:19) Because we all have a propensity towards foolishness
and stubbornness at times, we desperately need these guardrails in place.
There are two major guardrails in the Christian experience which are designed to keep us on
the straight and narrow path so we don’t lose sight of our eternal destiny and purpose. They are
1) the goodness and the 2) severity of God as we saw in the opening Scripture.
For the most part, it is the goodness of God that continually keeps us safe and secure in Him.
It was the goodness of God that led us to repentance and then keeps us in a continuous state of
repentance. There are also times in which we need a healthy dose of the severity or the fear of
God to keep us safe and secure.

The Goodness of God
We experience the goodness of God in many ways. It comes from being redeemed from the
hand of the enemy, delivered in times of trouble, being led by the Spirit, satisfying our hungry
souls, being comforted during times of distress, deliverance from our destructive ways, blessings
beyond measure, successful seasons and much more. (Psalm 107) God’s desire is to pour His
goodness into us in ways beyond our imagination. He has given to us all things that pertain unto
life and godliness.
The goodness of God is one of the Father’s divine attributes that helps us to understand His
nature and who He is. In coming to the Lord and being drawn to Him through His goodness, we

soon discover He is inherently good. As a result, we take refuge in Him, knowing that He will
always be there to protect us and act as a guardrail while keeping us from the harmful tactics of
the enemy.
Psalm 34:8 "Taste and see that the LORD is good; blessed is the one who takes refuge in him.”
Over and over in the first chapter of Genesis, God describes His works. He saw all that He
had made, and it was excellent. (Genesis 1:31) In the same way God’s goodness was displayed in
all that He created, it appears to us as His created beings. We are products of His goodness or the
fruit of His works. It doesn’t matter who we are or what station in life we’re in, we cannot earn
His goodness. It is simply freely made available to us in spite of ourselves. God is good to all
and has compassion on all that He has made. That’s you and me! His tender mercies can’t be
denied nor stopped.
Psalm 145:9 The Lord is good to all, and His tender mercies are over all His works.
Because of God’s goodness, we can put our trust in Him in a way that enables our hearts to
respond with a resounding, “Yes, I’ll receive it!” As we receive His goodness that endures
forever, it becomes a stronghold or a guardrail to us in times of trouble, hardship, and
discouragement.
Nahum 1:7 The Lord is good, a stronghold (guardrail) in the day of trouble; and He knows those
who trust in Him. (I added guardrail)
As seen here, the goodness of God is a strong guardrail for us. It offers us the security and
encouragement we need during difficult and trying times. It’s something that is continually there
for us, in that God’s character never changes. Through His goodness, He continually provides for
us according to His plans and purposes.
Jeremiah 29:11 For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the Lord, thoughts of
peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope.
James 1:17 Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the
heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.
God’s goodness never changes with the shifting shadows of time. However, good things are
sometimes disguised as adversity or hardship. But don’t worry! God even causes those things to
work together for our good. He cannot deny who He is. It’s impossible! In all circumstances, His
goodness works to keep us from going over the edge, and continually acts as a guardrail to
protect us.
Romans 8:28 And we know that in all things work together for good to those who love God, to
those who are called according to His purpose.
As stated earlier, it is the goodness of God that initially draws us unto Him and begins to
produce in us the repentance that continually brings us into a deeper relationship with God, the
Father. The goodness of God is at the core of our faith as we grow and mature and move
forward. As we keep our eyes and heart open to God’s goodness, it becomes the stronghold of
righteousness and the guardrail God intended it to be.

Keeping our Hearts Open to God’s Goodness
One of the ways in which we keep our hearts open is by giving God praise and thanksgiving
for His goodness. David had a revelation of God’s goodness and often praised and thanked Him
for it.
Psalm 107:1-2 Oh, give thanks to the Lord, for He is good! For His mercy endures forever. Let
the redeemed of the Lord say so, Whom He has redeemed from the hand of the enemy.

Psalm 107:8 Oh, that men would give thanks to the Lord for His goodness, and for His
wonderful works to the children of men!
David went on to repeat this phrase three more times in this chapter after writing about the
wonderful works of the Lord. (Psalm 107:15, 21, 31) He then sums it up in verse 43 by saying,
“Whoever is wise will observe these things, and they will understand the lovingkindness of the
Lord.”
The more we thank and praise God for His goodness, the greater the revelation we receive of
how it affects us with it becoming more of a stronghold for protection.
Do you understand the goodness of the Lord towards you? If not, give yourself to Him in
thanksgiving. I would encourage you to read and meditate on this chapter in Psalms over and
over until it gets lodged deep in the recesses of your heart “Oh that men would give thanks to the
Lord for His goodness, and for His wonderful works to the children of men!”
Gratitude is what is required as we contemplate how great God’s love and goodness are. We
often lightly esteem His goodness or take it for granted by withholding our thanksgiving because
it’s such a common occurrence with God. It is through our gratitude that we don’t take it for
granted and even come to despise it.
You may say you’d never come to the place of taking it for granted, but it happens so easily
through the hardness of our hearts. An indicator that His goodness is despised is when it no
longer leads us to repentance. If our hearts have grown cold towards Him, it’s a good sign that
we have grown cold in our appreciation of His goodness towards us. A heart examination may be
in order.
Romans 2:4 Or do you despise the riches of His goodness, forbearance, and longsuffering, not
knowing that the goodness of God leads you to repentance.
“Oh that men would give thanks to the Lord for His goodness, and for His wonderful works
to the children of men!”
As a young Bible College student, I had acquired a job working at a warehouse. We had a
large break room where we would all gather during our breaks and at lunch time. One day while
hanging out and eating lunch with everyone, while some were shooting pool and playing ping
pong, the conversation began to shift to what everyone had done over the weekend. They were
telling stories about their wild escapades while laughing, cursing and swearing. In the midst of
this, I had an overwhelming sense of gratitude and joy that came over me. I began to thank the
Lord for bringing me out of all that and thinking, “Who am I that God would pour out His
mercy, grace and goodness towards me?” I had such an overwhelming sense of the deliverance
God had brought me through that my heart began to swell with gratitude and joy. Now, some 40
years later, I still remember it like it was yesterday.
I often still find myself taking a few minutes here and there to think about all that God has
done for me over the years. His faithfulness and goodness have always abounded towards me. I
am so thankful that He sought me out—a poor helpless sinner to pour into His goodness and
grace.
My desire is to be like David who prayed, “Oh that men would give thanks to the Lord for
His goodness, and for His wonderful works to the children of men!” My prayer is that this is
your heart cry as well. “Let the redeemed of the Lord say so.”

The Severity of God
Now that we have discussed the goodness of God and how wonderful it is, we must also
take a look at the severity of God—the other guardrail that is necessary for our protection. This

guardrail is required for when we begin to take for granted the goodness of God and lose sight of
all that God has done for us. When we lose sight of God’s goodness, it has the potential of
producing a recklessness in us that could cause us to crash hard. (Romans 11:22 ) Because God is a
faithful and merciful God, He has put this guardrail in place to keep us from going over the edge
and crashing into the abyss below. It is also called the fear of God.
Jesus spoke of it when He said, “Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul.
But rather fear Him who can destroy both the soul and body in Hell.” (Matthew 10:28) Solomon
spoke of it when he said, “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of
the Holy One is understanding.” (Proverbs 9:10)
I understand how the fear of the Lord is an awesome respect and reverence for God, but it
also entails what Jesus spoke when He said, “Fear Him, who can destroy the soul and body in
Hell.” With this comes the necessity of a healthy Biblical understanding of what Hell is and
who’s going there.

The Reality of Hell
There is much to say in both the Old and New Testaments concerning Hell and the Lake of
Fire. The Bible teaches that life continues after the physical death of the body. God created man
with a natural, physical body and an eternal soul. The soul of man consists of who we are. It is
the center of our mind, will, and emotions. The Bible teaches that life is eternal. Because the soul
is immortal, we will either spend eternity in Heaven or Hell.
Daniel 12:2 And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall wake, some to everlasting
life, some to shame and everlasting contempt.
God created Hell for the devil and his demons to inhabit. It is such an awful place that Jesus
said it would be better to cut off your hand or gouge out your eye rather than to go there. There
will be crying and total darkness in Hell—a lake made of unquenchable fire and brimstone with
intense pain and agony.
Mark 9:43 And if your hand makes you sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter into life maimed
than having two hands, to go to hell, into the fire that shall never be quenched.
Mark 9:45 And if your foot makes you sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life lame, than
having two feet, to be cast into hell, into the fire that shall never be quenched.
It is true that people can partially experience hell on earth. Those who live in rebellion
against God and His ways do experience, to a small degree, some of the things that those in Hell
are suffering. This experience is, however, only a slight foretaste of the miseries that the
occupants of hell will experience forever.
Hell will be a place of intense torment, pain, and weeping, described as a furnace of fire
where there will be wailing and gnashing of teeth. (Matthew 13:42,50) The story of the “Rich Man
and Lazarus” illustrates to us the intensity of the pain that will exist in Hell. The rich man
tormented in the flame did not wish this place of torment upon anyone. (Luke 16:1928) He cried
out saying, “Father, Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus that he may dip the tip of
his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.” (Luke 16:24)
I’ve heard people say at various times they would rather be partying in Hell with their
friends than walking in gardens with their enemies. What an absurd statement! If they only
realized how ridiculous it is. There will be no partying going on in Hell, only extreme loneliness,
blackness and darkness forever as the Bible describes it. (Jude 13) Now is the day of salvation
that will save you from this terrible existence throughout eternity.

Hell will be an awful place, separated from the presence of God, the rejected Lamb, the holy
angels, and the redeemed. There will be no light, life, peace, joy, righteousness, nor salvation.
Only darkness and torment of conscience will be there for those who rejected and despised
God’s grace.
The important thing to keep in mind is that Jesus did not come to condemn the world. He
came to save the world from this awful place of torment. (The Foundations of Christian Doctrine - Kevin
Conner)

John 3:17-19 For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the
world through Him might be saved. He who believes in Him is not condemned, but he who does
not believe is condemned already because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten
Son of God. And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men loved
darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil.
2Peter 3:9-11 The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is
longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to
repentance.

A Lot of People Will End up in Hell
They will come from every background, race, society, religion, and culture. Among their
numbers will include those who the Bible describes as:
Those who do not know God - 2Thessalonians 1:8
Those who don’t obey the Gospel -2Thessalonians 1:8
Sinners and hypocrites - Isaiah 33:14
Those who practice lawlessness – Matthew 13:41
Cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murders, sorcerers, sexually immoral, idolaters, and all liars
- Revelation 21:8
Adulterers, thieves, homosexuals, covetous people, drunkards, and extortioners - 1Corinthians 6:910

The Bible says the road to Hell is wide, and the road to heaven is narrow. Which road are
you traveling? “Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will
also reap.” (Galatians 6:7)

Are We Secure in our Salvation?
You may be thinking, “I’m secure in my salvation. I can never lose it.” If that’s what you
believe, this next section may be somewhat challenging for you. I would encourage you to read it
and ponder it. Allow the Scriptures to speak for themselves without trying to interpret them
through any school of thought. Our loyalty needs to be to God’s Word, not to schools of thought.
Personally, I do not believe a person goes through a continuous cycle of being saved and lost
over and over again. Therefore, I do not think because a person is in a backslidden condition they
have necessarily lost their salvation, but I do believe there is a point where you can become so
deceived in your backsliding that you eventually disown Christ by no longer believing. At this
point, you fulfill the Scriptures that speak of disowning Christ. Notice in the following passages,
Christ cannot disown you, unless you, first of all, disown Him. Keep in mind, you cannot be
disowned by Christ unless you are first owned by Him.
Matthew 10:33 (NIV) But whoever disowns me before others, I will disown before my Father in
heaven.

2Timothy 2:12 (NIV) If we endure, we will also reign with him, if we disown him, he will also
disown us.
You may think you could never get to the place where you could disown Christ. The
problem with that kind of thinking is, once you begin the slippery slope of backsliding, you open
yourself up to Satan’s devices and deception to a greater degree. You have no idea where
deception could lead you. Jesus speaks of a strong delusion that is coming upon the world before
His second coming. He says, “If it were possible even the elect would be deceived.” Paul speaks
of a great falling away before the coming of Christ—a time when many will disown Christ. A
great deception is coming. To keep from being deceived, we will need both guardrails in place.
Those whose hearts are cold towards the Lord through their backsliding wouldn’t have a chance.
The enemy is already walking around looking for those whom he can devour. A backslider is
easy pickings for him.
I tell my Bible students that I’m afraid to backslide because I just don’t know what would
happen once deep deception begins to settle in. That’s the fear of God—my guardrail for
protection! I understand the severity of God as much as I understand the goodness of God. I
understand that it’s a fearful thing to fall into the hands of a living God. Do you?
Now that I’ve disarmed you somewhat, let’s continue to see what the Bible has to say
concerning our eternal salvation and security. Without this guardrail in place, we are all in
extreme danger.

There will be a Great Falling Away
Paul speaks of a great falling away. (2Thessalonians 2:3) Those who fall away are those who
have defected from the truth of the Christian faith. To fall away implies a strong rebellion or
revolt that happens before the Second Coming of Christ. The point is, there will be people who
will fall into this category. They are the ones who disown Christ.

Is it Possible to Fall Away Never to be Saved Again?
There is a point where the once saved believers are completely reprobate in their minds and
actions. The writer of the Book of Hebrews addresses this very issue in the following passage.
However, the stipulations shown below reveal that it is only a mature believer that is capable of
committing this sin.
Hebrews 6:4-9 For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted the
heavenly gift, and have become partakers of the Holy Spirit, and have tasted the good word of
God and the powers of the age to come, if they fall away, to renew them again to repentance,
since they crucify again for themselves the Son of God and put Him to an open shame.
This passage shows, very clearly, there is a point where a Christian has backslidden so far
that they can’t come back. The Greek word for “fall away” is “parapipto,” which means to fall
aside or to apostatize. (Strong’s Greek Dictionary Concordance #3895)
These Christian believers were once:
Enlightened - John 1:6-12
Tasted of the Heavenly Gift - John 3:16 & Romans 6:23
Made Partakers of the Holy Spirit - Acts 19:2
Tasted of the Good Word of God - Hebrews 5:12-14
Tasted of the Powers of the World to Come - Acts 1:8

This person has given up their birthright in the same way that Esau did. Giving up one’s
birthright is when backsliding leads to the extreme position of disowning Christ as Paul warned
Timothy. (2Timothy 2:12) John refers to disowning Christ as the sin that leads unto death. (1 John
5:16) The writer of the Book of Hebrews refers to it as “willful sin” in a later chapter about the
person who has trodden underfoot the Son of God and insulted the Holy Spirit. Jesus referred to
it when He spoke of the individual who blasphemes the Holy Spirit and commits the
unpardonable sin.
Mark 3:29 (NIV) But whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will never be forgiven; they
are guilty of an eternal sin.
The words "fall away" describe the person’s willful and independent position. It means to
walk alongside or out of the will of God with no intent of returning to God's way—total
apostasy. There is an open renunciation of Jesus Christ and a gathering together of the enemies
of Christ.

There Is a Point Where God Cuts Off Those Who Disown Him
If God did not spare natural Israel when they committed apostasy, what makes us think that
He will save us if we fall away? We must continue in the goodness and severity of God.
Otherwise, we, too, will be cut off.
Romans 11:21 For if God did not spare the natural branches, He may not spare you either.
The writer of the Book of Hebrews gives us a strong warning about drawing back unto
perdition by letting us know that it is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. He
takes no pleasure in those who draw back. We see this again in chapter ten.
Hebrews 10:31,38-39 It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. 38Now the just
shall live by faith; but if anyone draws back, my soul has no pleasure in him." 39But we are not of
those who draw back to perdition, but of those who believe to the saving of the soul.
When the above passage speaks of those who “draw back unto perdition" or waste and
destruction, it is a possibility, or it would not have been written to warn us. The word perdition
indicates loss of well-being, not of being. The destruction then is everlasting without
annihilation.
Hebrews 10:26-27 If we sin willfully after we have received the knowledge of the truth, there no
longer remains a sacrifice of sins, but a certain fearful expectation of judgment, and fiery
indignation which will devour the adversaries.
Some would like to say this is referring to a person who continually rejects Jesus after they
are convicted many times. It’s just not so, as we see in the following Scriptures.
Hebrews 10:29 Of how much worse punishment, do you suppose, will be thought worthy who has
trampled the Son of God underfoot, counted the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified
a common thing, and insulted the Spirit of grace? 31It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of
the living God.
This person:
Was sanctified by the blood of Jesus: To be sanctified means to be set apart from the world
unto God.
Has trodden underfoot the Son of God: To trample underfoot the person of Jesus and all that
He is and has done is to count Him as refuse. Trodding underfoot the Son of God is an act of
utter contempt for Christ.

Has counted the blood of Jesus as unholy: To value the precious, sinless blood of Jesus as that
of a pig or unclean thing.
Has done despite unto the Spirit of Grace: He insults the Holy Spirit, who he had received by
God's grace by insulting all the work of the Spirit he had been a partaker of, such as salvation,
baptism, healing, gifts, fruit, etc.
As we have seen, to "fall away" consists of total renunciation or disowning of Christ and
Christianity. However, we must keep in mind; backsliding is where the process begins. Once a
person begins to backslide, they open themselves up to greater deception from Satan. Our enemy
is a devouring lion, who goes after those who are weak in the faith. Don’t be fooled! He will
come after you with everything he has. As you begin the downward spiral of backsliding, His
goal will be to get you to commit apostasy. That’s why I’m afraid to backslide. I am well aware
that I have fallen into the hands of a living God.
I don't believe anyone knows where this cut-off point is. We are not the judge nor could we
because we don't have all the facts in each case. Even if we did, we would not have the wisdom
to analyze them. God is the righteous judge, and there is a point where God says, "No more—
that's it!"

Judgement Awaits Those Who Have Blasphemed the Holy Spirit
The entire second chapter of Peter’s second epistle describes believers who go back and
become apostate.
2Peter 2:20-21 For if, after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge
of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and overcome, the latter
end is worse for them than the beginning. 21For it would have been better for them not to have
known the way of righteousness, than having known it, to turn from the holy commandment
delivered to them.
These People Were Saved:
The Lord had bought them—Verse 1.
They had forsaken (to leave down or behind, to abandon, to forsake) the way—Verse 15.
They had escaped the pollutions (uncleanness) of the world.
They are again entangled and overcome in the world.
They had known the way of righteousness and turned from it.
We must give serious consideration to this passage. It says, “It would have been better for
them not to have known the way of righteousness.” How could it possibly be better not to have
known the way of righteousness? Could it be because they have committed the unpardonable sin
and eternal judgment is what awaits them? There’s no opportunity for them to turn back to the
Lord. They’re done!
Hebrews 10:26-27 If we sin willfully after we have received the knowledge of the truth, there no
longer remains a sacrifice of sins, but a certain fearful expectation of judgment, and fiery
indignation which will devour the adversaries.
2Peter 3:17 You therefore, beloved, since you know these things beforehand, beware lest you
also fall from your own steadfastness, being led away with the error of the wicked.
As seen from the testimony of Scripture, there is an agreement that it is possible to lose your
salvation. I have been purposely laborious so that you can see for yourself how the Scriptures on
this subject are in agreement with one another. As you take this to heart, you will have built a
stronghold of righteousness as a strong guardrail to keep you safe and secure.

Be assured, as you stay close to the guardrail of God’s goodness with a heart of thanksgiving
you will be safe and secure. If not, the guardrail of the severity of God is there to stop you from
your foolishness and from falling into the abyss. As you take the time to build both of these
guardrails by getting these Scriptures and principles embedded in your heart, you will be safe
and secure throughout your journey in the Lord. As you are careful to build your guardrails, you
will experience eternal security!
Psalm 107:43 “Whoever is wise will observe these things, and they will understand the
lovingkindness of the Lord.”

*****

Destiny and Purpose – Your Future
Chapter Thirteen
For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the LORD, thoughts of peace and not of
evil, to give you a future and a hope—Jeremiah 29:11
As a born again believer, it’s important to know that you’ve been born again with a purpose.
As you grasp the fact that God has invited you to be a part of His great plan and purpose in the
earth, there is an added excitement that floods your spirit and soul as you realize God has given
you a destiny and purpose to fulfill.
2Timothy 1:9 who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works,
but according to His own purpose and grace which was given to us in Christ Jesus before time
began.
Before we were conceived in the womb, God had a plan and a purpose for our lives.
Through the foreknowledge of God, He knows us from beginning to end. As a result, He has
called and even molded us according to His divine purpose for our lives.
To properly connect to our destiny and purpose, we must understand that God is always at
work to bring us to the place where we can discover and capture the destiny He has marked out
for us. It will be significant to understand that we all have defining moments when God allows us
to see things from His perspective. As we begin to view our lives through His lens, we begin to
catch glimpses into our calling and destiny.
We were all created and designed by God with a unique calling and purpose to serve a God
who comprehends our path and acquaints Himself with all of our ways. (Psalm 139:3) He takes
great delight in giving us a future filled with hope and anticipation of what He is going to do
next. As we yield to the Holy Spirit, He works out the details of our journey.
As we seek to capture the vision that reflects our passion and uniqueness, we soon discover
we have a purpose that is latent within each of us. Our part is to discover the particular role we
have been created to play. It is a role that has been uniquely designed according to our
personality, gifting, innate abilities and talents we possess, as well as the many experiences,
whether good or bad, we have picked up along the way. (Romans 8:28) It’s only as we willingly
enter into the role God designed for us that we can fully discover all that God has created us to
be.
It has been said, “The real test of a man is not when he plays the role he wants for himself,
but when he plays the role destiny has for him.” (Quote from Vaclav Havel, President, Czech Republic)
When God created you, He had a definite purpose in mind related to His purposes in the
earth, as seen in the following Scripture.
Jeremiah 1:5 "Before I formed you in the womb I knew you; before you were born I sanctified
you; I ordained you a prophet to the nations."
We may not be called to be prophets to the nations, but just as God knew Jeremiah before
forming him in the womb, He knew you and me. He had a role already ordained for Jeremiah
just as He does for us. In the same way that Jeremiah had a strong sense of the role God had
planned for his life, David did as well, as seen in the following passage.
Psalm 139:16-18 Your eyes saw my substance, being yet unformed. And in Your book they were
all written, the days fashioned for me, when as yet there were none of them. 17How precious also

are Your thoughts to me, O God! How great is the sum of them! 18If I should count them, they
would be more in number than the sand; when I awake, I am still with You.
Ask yourself the following questions: “Am I living the role designed for me in particular or
am I a lost and wandering soul who is still looking and searching for answers? Am I caught up in
mundane, boring experiences that lead to nowhere in particular?”
It may be that you have caught glimpses of His purpose at times but have never been able to
capture them before they slip away. If so, it’s time to lay hold of what God’s purpose and vision
are for you, so that you will be in sync with His precious thoughts towards you.
It has been said, “There is a goldmine hidden in every life. God never made a failure. Every
man has success hidden away in his soul. No one else can find it but himself.” (Quote from E.W.
Kenyon)

Discovering Hidden Destiny through Defining Moments
We all have an unknown future that is filled with purpose and vision, as the Scripture says,
“For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.” (Colossians 3:3) God is waiting for you
to discover and seize what He hid. It’s up to you to capture it. No one can do it for you. A life
without purpose will cause you to chase many endless rainbows resulting in dissatisfaction,
heartache, and disillusionment. With this comes a sense of failure, apathy, and emptiness that
leads to a sense of worthlessness. No wonder so many people in today’s world are strung out on
meds to relieve their depression and anxiety.
Obviously, there are those who experience depression and anxiety because of chemical
imbalances in their bodies, but many simply because of their lack of faith. They are continually
pressing the default button rather than pursuing a life of faith and adventure that is in sync with
God’s purposes.
Have you ever had a fleeting thought that was gone before you were able to capture it and
explore it in detail? It happens quite frequently with me. If we want to capture it, we must
immediately reel it in by meditating and focusing on it.
We experience something very similar with vision and purpose. By looking back over our
lives, we can seize the defining or kairos moments that have shaped the person we are today.
(From Wikipedia: Kairos is an ancient Greek word meaning the right or opportune moment (the supreme moment).
The ancient Greeks had two words for time, chronos and kairos. While the former refers to chronological or
sequential time, the latter signifies a time lapse, a moment of indeterminate time in which everything happens.) In

doing so, we notice threads that are woven through our circumstances. As we tie them together,
they can point toward our purpose and destiny in Christ. It is as we open our hearts to the
movement of God in our lives that we can see and perceive how He providentially weaves the
threads of our calling through our lives. He gives us the ability to distinguish them.
As I have been writing this book, I have shared some of the defining moments that have
shaped my life. They have continually pointed me towards my purpose and vision. They have
been a great help to me in interpreting the many incidents that have typified the relevant
circumstances that have followed. In short, they have helped me to understand how God has
been shaping me throughout my life. I have been able to see how God has created and designed
me to function in the ministry and the calling He has for my life. Because I now understand how
defining moments work, I quickly recognize and distinguish them as strong confirmations that
God is still working in my life and moving me forward in purpose and destiny, which continually
adds to my faith as I move from faith to faith.
One of the keys to moving forward in purpose and destiny is coming to an understanding
that He who has begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Christ. (Philippians 1:6)

When we observe that God is always at work in our lives, it gives us the confidence to move
forward, knowing that everything He does relates to our purpose and destiny.
When considering what your destiny and purpose are in Christ, it’s important to keep in
mind, the Holy Spirit continually searches the heart of the Father concerning those things that
affect your life. He is the great conductor, who is orchestrating the kairos moments of your life in
such a way to reveal to you through a glass darkly what your calling and purpose are.

Discover the Lessons of Your Past
As we accept by faith all of our past experiences, whether good or bad, as signposts pointing
our way to the future, we can navigate more clearly in the present. Because God sees your life
from the future as clearly as the past and present, He already knows the decisions you will make
to determine your future. When we open our spiritual eyes to the defining moments of our
history, we can see them as the signposts they were intended to be. The invisible path of the
future becomes clearer as the pathways of our past become discernable by illuminating the
defining moments of our history.
As people who live according to God’s purposes, defining moments can be good or bad
experiences. When we dedicate ourselves to God’s will, all things work according to His
purpose. (Romans 8:28) Although it isn’t God who caused the adverse events in your life, He can
use them for His glory to help you discover your purpose and destiny in the midst of the pain
they may have caused you. Often, it’s our pain combined with our passion that helps to define
our destiny and purpose in Christ.

David’s Example
When looking at the life of King David, it’s easy to see how the kairos moments in his life
were all leading him in the same direction as he discovered his purpose and calling.
The account of David’s great battle with the giant, Goliath, is a beautiful illustration of what
it means to take forcible charge of your destiny when you get a glimpse of God’s perspective and
purpose at a defining moment. (1Samuel 17:26) It’s also important to note, David had many
defining moments that led up to one of the greatest kairos moments of his life.
When David first encountered the giant, his heart was filled with indignation. “Who does he
think he is that he defies the armies of the Lord?” David was looking at the big picture of seeing
God’s perspective and purpose, which resulted in a heart filled with faith as he took vigorous
action. David was about to experience the greatest defining moment of his life. If he fails to
respond correctly, he will miss an excellent opportunity in laying hold of his destiny. I wonder
how many times we have altered our future because of the right or wrong response at a critical
juncture in our life or an event we faced.

The Signposts of our Past Point to our Future
The reason David was able to respond with a heart of faith at this critical moment was
because he had already looked to his past and had recognized the defining moments that led up
to this great conquest. When he went before King Saul to convince him that he was up to the
task, he began to recount to him his past experiences. He was able to access his past to give him
a greater understanding and depth as to what God was doing in the present. They were clear
signposts that ushered him into this moment.
1Samuel 17:36 Your servant has killed both the lion and bear; and this uncircumcised Philistine
will be like one of them, seeing he has defied the armies of the living God.

One of the defining moments that led up to this one was when the prophet, Samuel came to
anoint him to be the next king. I wonder how often God had already spoken to David’s heart
while alone with his flock of sheep and playing his harp and singing before the Lord? When
Samuel spoke to him concerning being the next king, this was probably already in his heart.
From then on, there would be a series of defining moments that would bring David into a
deeper walk with God and adding deeper dimensions to his faith. It was from faith to faith that
he entered into his destiny. The same holds true for us as we journey towards our future.
Romans 1:17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written,
"The just shall live by faith."

Forcible Action is Required
When we step out in faith and forcibly lay hold of what God has already apprehended for us,
we are not only solidifying our belief, but we are adding to the measure of faith and vision that is
already at work in our lives. David was able to seize his destiny by taking vigorous action.
1Samuel 17:45-46 Then David said to the Philistine, "You come to me with a sword, with a
spear, and with a javelin. But I come to you in the name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the
armies of Israel, whom you have defied. 46This day the LORD will deliver you into my hand, and
I will strike you and take your head from you. And this day I will give the carcasses of the camp
of the Philistines to the birds of the air and the wild beasts of the earth, that all the earth may
know that there is a God in Israel.”
The events and lessons of David’s past were not only God’s tools to shape his young life but
were signposts pointing towards his future. They were able to give young David a vision that
captured the future from God’s perspective. In the same way, as you look back over the timeline
of your life exposing your defining moments, they will enable you to see them as signposts as
well. Looking back gives you the ability and confidence to live, grow, and minister intentionally
just as David did.
We all know how the story ends. David kills Goliath and goes on to become a great hero in
the land of Israel only to have King Saul turn on him with a vengeance. He still had many
defining moments to experience before he would fulfill the prophecy of Samuel. By recognizing
God’s hand in his past, David was able to press forward in the midst of many difficulties as he
pursued his destiny and purpose.
Let’s look more specifically at what’s needed to capture the vision and purpose God has for
us now that we understand how important it is.

Observe, Reflect and Consider Your Past
The key to unlocking our past is to observe, reflect and consider it. After observing,
reflecting and discussing your history, the next step is to believe through developing a plan of
action. Your planning will involve considering the kingdom of God first by praying, discussing,
and finding the best course of action to glorify God. If your plan is going to succeed, there needs
to be at least one person holding you accountable—someone to pray with and to keep them up to
date on how you're moving towards your destiny and purpose. Once a plan has been established
and shared, the next step to take is to act. To believe is to act. Real faith will always produce in
us some action. Thoughts and intentions that remain within the mind and are not acted upon,
however fruitful, are not faith. (This section was developed from Mike Breen’s material on the Learning
Circle and the “Focused Living Retreat Workbook” by Terry Walling, Gary Mayes and Steve Hoke.)

As you look over your past, think about how God has already been at work in your life. You
should be able to see His handiwork. In Ephesians, it says, “We are His workmanship, created in
Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.”
Henry Blackaby, the author of Experiencing God, says, “When God gets ready for you to
take a new step or direction in His activity it will always be in sequence with what He has
already been doing.” (Experiencing God by Henry Blackaby)

Getting a Vision is Foremost
Getting a vision is foremost in our walk with God as we journey towards our future. It’s
what helps and keeps us on track with what God is desiring to do in our lives. Without it, we will
cast off all restraint and not fulfill the destiny He has marked out for us as we see in the passage
below.
Proverbs 29:18 (ESV) Where there is no prophetic vision the people cast off restraint but blessed
is he who keeps the law.
It has been said, “Vision is the ability to see God’s preferable future by capturing in word
pictures what God desires to accomplish through the unique contribution of our lives. It is God
who designs it, but is us who discover it.” (Quote from the “Focused Living Retreat Workbook” by Terry
Walling, Gary Mayes and Steve Hoke)

An excellent way to help capture your vision is to use questions. They could include:
Do I feel God has a purpose for my life?
In what ways has God's manifested His hand in my life?
What brings me joy or satisfaction?
What were some of my most painful experiences?
What are my greatest strengths?
Are there any harmful habits I would like to break?
What would I do with my time if I did not have to work?
What would I do with my money if it were unlimited?
If my life ended now, would I have any regrets?
Answer each question as thoroughly and honestly as possible. Add other issues and
responses if they come to mind. (This section from “Focused Living Retreat Workbook “by Terry Walling,
Gary Mayes and Steve Hoke)

Melissa Young writes, “Think about how you can use information from your past to shape
the future. Our lives consist of different areas: home, marriage, family, school, ministry,
spiritual, etc. Distill the information in each life category into one or two actionable statements.
Write using first person perspective and present tense. For example, under the spiritual
category, you could write, "I am deepening my relationship with Christ through scripture study
and prayer" or "I am experiencing the joy of drawing others to Christ through love." Write
accurate statements based on your core values.”
As we have seen through the life of David, God can work on our behalf. Just as David
received purpose and destiny, God has given to each of us a divine destiny to fulfill, but it’s up to
us to discover and capture that which Christ has already apprehended for us. The kingdom of
God is forcibly advancing, and mighty men and women are needed to lay hold or seize it. As you
encounter each defining moment in your life and discover your purpose and vision, determine
you are going to respond forcibly to what God is leading you.

As Robin Williams said in the movie, Dead Poet’s Society, “Carpe, carpe diem, seize the
day boys, make your lives extraordinary.”

Continue to Nurture and Keep Your Vision Fresh
Because we do not see clearly, it’s important that we incorporate into our lives the necessary
ingredients that will keep our vision alive and fresh in God.
ICorinthians 13:12 Now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part, but
then I shall know just as I also am known.
Relationship and communion with the Holy Spirit are essential if we are to keep our
vision alive and fresh in God. Once we begin to get a faith picture of how God desires to use us
in relationship to our purpose and vision, we must continue to nurture and strengthen it through
prayer and communion with Him. Always keep in mind that it is through a glass darkly that we
see through our spiritual eyes. There will always be adjustments, but the Holy Spirit will
continually be with us to point us in the right direction. We must learn to trust in Him.
John 16:13-14 "However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all
truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He
will tell you things to come. 14"He will glorify Me, for He will take of what is Mine and declare it
to you.
Keep your eyes on the big picture. It is very easy to lose sight of it when entrenched in the
day-to-day challenges of life. The following article illustrates this very clearly:
In a "Leadership" magazine article, Lynn Anderson described what happens when people
lose their vision.
“A group of pilgrims landed on the shores of America about 350 years ago. With great
vision and courage, they had come to settle in the new land. In the first year, they established a
town. In the second, they elected a town council. In the third, the government proposed building
a road five miles westward into the wilderness. But in the fourth year, the people tried to
impeach the town council because they thought such a road into the forest was a waste of public
funds. Somehow these forward-looking people had lost their vision. Once able to see across
oceans, they now could not look five miles into the wilderness.”
We all have a need for long range and short range vision. When we lose sight of the overall
purpose and vision of what we are all about, we also lose sight of our immediate goals. The
apostle Paul is a good example of this. He often stepped out in faith to pursue his calling,
because of his overall vision and understanding of what God wanted to do in his life. As he went
forth, God would give him specific instructions that would bring short-term clarity to his overall
vision and calling. We see this in the following passages.
Acts 15:36 "Let us go back and visit our brethren in every city where we have preached the word
of the Lord, and see how they are doing."
Paul was merely responding to his burden and responsibility in the Lord, which was a part of
his overall vision and purpose. It was during this trip that Paul had a vision that gave him
specific instructions as to where to go.
Acts 16:6-10 And a vision appeared to Paul in the night. A man of Macedonia stood and pleaded
with him, saying, "Come over to Macedonia and help us."
There should always be the overall vision and purpose of which God has birthed into our
hearts through His Word and Spirit. This image remains constant.

We need immediate vision and purpose so that we can experience victories and a sense of
accomplishments. They encourage us to keep moving towards our destiny so that we can say at
the end of our lives as Paul said, “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have
kept the faith.” (2Timothy 4:7)

Satan Will Try to Dim Our Vision
We have an adversary who wants to keep us from doing God's will. He knows that if he can
blind or dim our vision in God, he can cause us to be ineffective in God.
2Corinthians 4:3-4 But even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, whose
minds the god of this age blinded, who do not believe, lest the light of the gospel of the glory of
Christ, who is the image of, God should shine on them.
As you go forward with vision and purpose, God is faithful to move you forward towards
your ultimate destiny as you continually lean upon Him for understanding. (Proverbs 3:5-6)
God is faithful. He cannot deny Himself and will bring to naught the schemes of the enemy
towards you. It’s a matter of just trusting God with a heart of expectation as He fills you with
wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him. The Holy Spirit continually opens the eyes of
your understanding to all that He has for you so that you remain enlightened in the hope of your
calling. As you are faithful to do this, He will show you the exceeding greatness of His power as
you believe according to the working of His mighty power. (Ephesians 1:17-19)
Always keep in mind, God is always at work! Our call is not to invent but to align ourselves
with God’s purposes! Alignment requires absolute surrender.
May God bless you richly as you press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of
God in Christ Jesus by laying hold and seizing that which He has already granted to you!
Your future awaits you!

*****

Staying the Course
Chapter Fourteen
For we have become partakers of Christ if we hold the beginning of our confidence steadfast to
the end—Hebrews 3:14
The journey we are on is not a sprint. It’s a lifetime race filled with many obstacles, traps,
and unexpected twists and turns with the potential of throwing us off course. As we rely on the
Holy Spirit to continually guide us, we will stay the course with our confidence intact to the end.
As we are faithful to rely on His sufficiency, He faithfully guides us through every obstacle to
keep us safe and secure as we move onward.
When considering the challenge to stay the course, we must be as enthusiastic and full of
zeal, today as when we first encountered Jesus. It’s obvious that our first love experience has a
way of waning, which is why Paul exhorted us never to be lacking in zeal or diligence but to be
fervent in the spirit, serving the Lord. (Romans 12:11) We must continually press forward with
zeal.

We Must Continually Stir up our First Love
Zeal and fervency are characteristics we must constantly stir up within us because of the
many things that have the potential of stealing our joy and zeal. As we give ourselves to those
things that are a part of who God created us to be, we maintain our zeal. As our passion is
ignited, there is a natural zeal and fervency that floods our soul with joy. In turn, the joy of the
Lord strengthens and encourages us. (Nehemiah 8:10)
I have been a Christian for over 40 years and have witnessed many who have not stayed the
course. It’s quite heartbreaking to watch those who have started out well, only to see them fizzle
like shooting stars.
There are also those who have served God faithfully for many years, who don’t seem to do
well in their later years. They begin to get bored, having heard the same messages over and over
in one form or another resulting in loss of interest, vision and purpose, which leads to forsaking
the assembling of themselves together. (Hebrews 10:25) Before long they’re no longer involved
and settle into a complacency which gives way to unbelief. Complacency is something we all
deal with as we grow and mature in the Lord. It’s a battle!

We Must Not Grow Weary in Well Doing
Some people lose interest because they get weary in well doing. The expected results from
ministry opportunities don’t reap the results anticipated, which causes them to lose heart. We live
in a culture where we’re all accustomed to the instantaneous. Perseverance becomes unattractive,
which causes us to wane in our desire and motivation to stay the course. To stay the course, we
cannot afford to give into the whims of our culture. We must learn to persevere. It’s a primary
attribute that needs to be in our lives.

We Must Nurture and Protect our Vision and Purpose
If we are to stay the course, we must nurture and protect the vision and purpose we’ve
received by staying current and involved with what God is desiring to do in our lives. It’s in
knowing our best days are still ahead that we are able to keep our heart focused in this way. As

we do, there will always be enough excitement and encouragement to keep us moving forward
and staying the course. It’s when we begin to say, “I’ve put my time in, I’m just going to rest and
take it easy” that we begin to lose sight of our vision and purpose.

Endeavor to Stay Fully Committed
No matter what season of life we are in, we must continue to serve God wholeheartedly. As
we grow and mature, what we do and how we serve Him may change somewhat, but He
continues to guide and show us new ways in which His grace and anointing are leading and
working in us.
Salvation involves believing with all of our hearts. (Acts 8:37) God is not interested in a piece
of your heart. He wants the whole thing. To be fully committed with all of our heart means we
are 100 percent committed to the purposes of God. It entails seeking to do what the Lord is
calling us to while rooting out anything that is harmful or destructive. We must ruthlessly tear
down strongholds and idols that prevent us from moving forward.
God is looking for people totally committed with an undivided heart to His purposes. David
recognizes this as he prayed in Psalm 86:11, “Give me an undivided heart.”
2Chronicles 16:9 “For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show
Himself strong on behalf of those whose heart is loyal.”
Satan and the world will do everything they can to keep us from serving God
wholeheartedly. We cannot afford to allow our love to grow cold in the midst of all that the
enemy and the world throw at us. By staying fully committed we will stay the course without
getting detoured or burning out like shooting stars.

Things that Cause Half-hearted Responses
Unrepented sin causes our love to grow cold. It is as we continually walk in a state of
repentance before the Lord that we receive times of refreshing from His presence. With this
comes the motivation to enter boldly into God’s presence to receive the strength and
encouragement we need to press forward. He continually refreshes us.
Acts 3:19 Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out so that times of
refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord.
Broken relationships in the body cause spiritual blindness, which dims our vision and
results in half-heartedness. When we allow offenses from a brother or sister to turn to bitterness
rather than dealing with them and forgiving one another, we open ourselves up to the devices of
the devil. As a result, we become blinded to the truth and lose our way.
IJohn 2:9-11 He who says he is in the light and hates his brother, is in darkness until now. But
he who hates his brother is in darkness and walks in darkness, and does not know where he is
going because the darkness has blinded his eyes.
I have seen many people over the years give up on the church because of an offense or
merely because they didn’t agree with something that was taking place. The problem is, when
you leave your place of nurturing and ministry, it’s tough to start over. Some do, but others drift
until they’re no longer in fellowship. Their heart begins to grow cold, as they compromise in
areas.
An unhealthy focus on worldly things causes loss of vision and hardness of heart. We see
this in the life of Lot. His desire for earthly and temporal things caused him to lose his vision in
God by becoming very callus. When the angels of the Lord came to destroy Sodom and
Gomorrah, Lot was rescued, but his testimony was so tarnished that his sons-in-law could not

take him seriously. He’s a type of those who are saved by fire, whose works are burned. In the
process, he was rescued, even though he lost everything. (Genesis 13 & 19) The lesson for us is that
we must willingly turn our eyes away from looking at useless things. When we do, we are
revived in the way and can stay the course as we see in the following Scripture.
Psalm 119:37 Turn my eyes from looking at worthless things and revive me in Your way.
Many things often distract us from what God desires to do in our lives. We are in a constant
battle to stay focused. It’s not that they’re sinful, but if there’s an unhealthy attraction, they
become snares and steal our heart from being wholehearted in our approach to God. We deal
with television, Facebook, the internet, video games, entertainment, sports, movies, hobbies and
many other things that can become useless things. If there is an unhealthy attraction to them that
steals our time and energy from the purposes of God, they become dumb idols to us.
God is a jealous God and is very jealous of the things that stand in the way of His purpose in
our lives. He considers it spiritual adultery when we get caught up in worthless worldly things.
(James 4:4-5)
1John 3:15-15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the
love of the Father is not in him.
Too much time focusing on difficulties causes blindness and hardness of hearts as well.
It’s not enough that our natural inclination is to focus on our problems, but we have an enemy
whose objectives are to get us to concentrate on the difficulties that lie ahead rather than the
promises of God's Word. As a result, we become half-hearted and lose our way.
The book of Numbers gives us the account of the spies who were sent to spy out the land.
They came back with an evil report because their focus was on the difficulties before them. They
had no heart to stay the course.
Joshua and Caleb were correctly focused on the path ahead. They tried to persuade the
people of God to believe God and what His promises were, but could not convince Israel to do
the right thing. As a result, Israel did not stay the course. Their focus and attention remained with
the ten spies who gave an evil report—a report based on the difficulties rather than what God
was able to do. Their vision became dimmed, and they failed to accomplish what God had set
before them. As a result, they spent 40 years wandering in the desert with a wilderness complex.
All those who came out of Egypt died in the desert. Only their descendants went into the
Promised Land.
Do you have a wilderness complex that is too focused on the difficulties ahead rather than
the promises of God? If so, believe what God has promised you and what He has said concerning
who you are in Christ.
The road ahead is filled with many wonderful promises and blessings as you are faithful to
stay the course. My prayer is that you will continually examine your heart to make sure that you
are not growing cold in the things of God. A great cloud of witnesses surrounds us as they cheer
us on, so let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author
and finisher of our faith. (Hebrews 12:1-2)
As it also says in the Book of Hebrews, “Therefore do not cast away your confidence, which
has a great reward. For you have need of endurance, so that after you have done the will of God,
you may receive the promise.”

*****

New Jerusalem Awaits our Arrival
Chapter Fifteen
For here we have no continuing city, but we seek the one to come. Therefore, by Him let us
continually offer the sacrifice of praise to God, that its, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His
name—Hebrews 13:14-15
Just as Abraham obeyed God and went forth to the place where he was to receive as an
inheritance while waiting for the city whose builder and maker is God, so are we as we journey
forward in this world while waiting for the same city. (Hebrews 11:8-10) Hebrews 11 speaks of the
patriarchs of our faith and how they all died, not having received the promises, but having seen
them afar off. (Hebrews 11:13) They were all pilgrims just as you and I are as we await the new
heavenly city whose builder and maker is God.
Revelation 21:2 Then I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven
from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.
The glory of God will fill the new city of Jerusalem with a light like a most precious stone, a
jasper stone, and clear as crystal. (Revelation 21:11) It will have a great and high wall with twelve
gates, and twelve angels at the gates, representing the twelve tribes of Israel. (Revelation 21:12) The
wall of the city will have twelve foundations representing the twelve apostles of the Lamb.
(Revelation 21:14) The construction of the wall will be of jasper, and the city made of pure gold,
like clear glass with streets paved with pure gold, like transparent glass. (Revelation 21:18) There
will be no need of the sun or the moon, as the glory of God will illuminate it. The Lamb is light.
There will be no night. (Revelation 21:23)
The above description of New Jerusalem gives us a glimpse into the beauty and majesty that
awaits us as we prepare to enter into a kingdom realm that by far exceeds anything we could
imagine or dream. The vision of New Jerusalem gives us understanding to what the apostle Paul
said after he entered the third realm of heaven via a vision. He said, “For to me, to live is Christ,
and to die is gain. For I am hard-pressed between the two, having a desire to depart and be with
Christ, which is far better.” (Philippians 1:21, 23)
The more we understand about heaven and all that it offers us, the more excited we become
as we await that day. I have found, as I get older and witness how fast a decade passes, it
becomes more of a reality as I realize we are like a vapor that quickly disappears.
As we observe the generation before us passing away like the sands of time, it, too, becomes
a witness to the brevity of life here on earth.
Just recently my father and mother passed away. My brother, Jerry, was with my father in
his final days and has the following story to tell about his anticipation of wanting to die and go to
heaven. He was 95 and very ready to go.

~
My Fathers Gurney Ride to Heaven—Well, Almost
By Jerry Birks – July 2011
Yesterday my father took another ride to the ER with breathing problems—turns out
pneumonia, congestive heart failure, being 95 and quite a few other pains were the reason.

My father has been waiting for his life to end so that he could be rid of the misery of “being
old.” He couldn’t wait to receive his new heavenly body. He yearns for this, to the point of
obsession. I don’t blame him as his body is completely worn out and he had both of his legs
amputated due to diabetes. He still has a reasonably clear mind most of the time, although there
are moments. The trip to the ER was one of those moments when the desire to be out with the
old and in with the new was overwhelming.
Off to the ER, he goes with doctors, nurses and aids coming and going. When he finally gets
the doctor’s attention, he asks the doctor to end his life, or as the doctor tells me, to give him the
death shot. Dad is serious, and the doctor is gentle with his explanation. With Dad’s hearing 80
percent gone, he understands little of what is said. As the nurse is putting the IV in, my dad
believes this is the death drug. He asks the doctor how long it will take to go home. Of course,
“home” to my father is Heaven.
However, the doctor’s thinking is, “How long it’s going to take for him to get back to his
apartment?” So he says, “About two hours.”
As time goes by, Dad isn’t feeling much of anything, as they gave him morphine.
Meanwhile, he’s waiting patiently to leave this life and enter into heaven. Doctors, nurses and
aids are still coming and going. Shortly, a gurney arrives with the ambulance attendants to take
him back to the apartment. Well, Dad is now thinking to himself, “This just isn’t quite right.
Why are they taking me to heaven on a gurney?”
He doesn’t say anything now, but he’s wondering, “What’s in store?”
I arrived at the apartment just as the ambulance was pulling away, only to discover that Dad
is ticked.
He immediately begins to tell me, “There’s been a huge mistake, and I need to get these
people straightened out. This is not how it’s supposed to be. You do not take people to heaven on
a gurney and then take them back to this ‘hole of misery.’” (He’s actually been living in an
assisted living home that is the best in town).
He then commands me, “Go straighten that doctor out and tell him they don’t know how to
send people home (heaven) and they had better start getting their act together.”
I spent the next couple of hours explaining to Dad what had happened and was sorry for the
misunderstanding.
I had to tell him, “Dad, they didn’t give you the death drug.”
The defeat on his face was overwhelming. My heart broke for this man I love so much. We
had a long talk, and he ended up making a decision to stop all the medications he was taking,
including insulin. We’d had this conversation before, but this time, was different and he made his
peace.
We brought the head staff in and did all the paperwork that was needed to send to the doctor
to get Hospice care for the end of life requirements.
The story of my Dad’s gurney ride to heaven is not a sad story as I have not seen such a light
of joy in my father’s eyes for years. When we met with Hospice care and social services, they
questioned him as to whether he was sure or not.
He shouted for joy and said, “I can’t wait!”
He lit up like the Fourth of July fireworks were exploding within him. The Hospice workers
were amazed! They’d never seen anyone so ready for the end of their life to come.
What they didn’t know was, the end of this life would be the beginning of eternity with the
God my father so loves so much.

My daughter just left a little bit ago after visiting with my dad and seeing him so happy and
filled with joy. She said, “Wow! I’ve never seen Grandpa so excited!”
Though I’ve had to leave a few times while writing this, it is from tears of joy for the father I
love so much.
Within a few days after being under hospice care, my father’s yearning and prayers were
finally answered. He went to be with the Lord Jesus, whom he had loved since childhood.

~
Our Journey on Earth will Come to an End
There’s coming a day when our journey here on earth will be over just as it was for my
father and countless others. We will no longer be pilgrims traveling through this world with our
sights set on the invisible realms of the kingdom, but will experience the beauty and glory of all
that eternity with God, our Father, has to offer us.
Whether we are among those who will be alive and remain at the Second Coming or among
those who are the dead in Christ, who rise first, we shall all be united with Christ throughout
eternity. ((1Thessalonians 4:15-17) We shall be changed into our incorruptible celestial bodies in the
twinkling of an eye at the last trumpet. (1Corinthians 15:51-53)
Meeting Jesus at our death or His Second Coming is the hope and culmination of all that this
journey on earth represents. We will then enter into a journey that will last throughout eternity—
a place where we will never experience sorrow, pain, or suffering. Death and injustice will have
no part of heaven either. Heaven will be much more than all this, but these things in themselves
are enough for me to desire and look forward to it with great anticipation. But wait, there’s much
more!

Heaven Will be Beyond our Wildest Dreams
Eternity in Heaven will have more to offer us than any of us can imagine. Our eternal home
in Heaven will be beyond our wildest expectations and dreams. We will discover new
dimensions of God’s glory and beauty throughout all eternity with our new celestial bodies that
will never grow old or tired. Sounds pretty good to me! I don’t know about you, but I’m tired of
all the pain, turmoil, wars, injustice, politics and the evil workings of man. I’m ready for the
permanent change that will bring an everlasting delight to my soul.
2Corinthians 2:9-10 But as it is written: “Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor have entered into
the heart of man the things which God has prepared for those who love Him.” 10But God has
revealed them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep things of
God.
Try to imagine the Garden of Eden. Think of the most beautiful and scenic places on earth
or some of the most beautiful music or art. What about the moments you experienced an
overwhelming sense of God’s presence that flooded your soul with peace and assurance—what
did you experience? As you meditate on these things, you get a foretaste of how beautiful and
glorious heaven will be. As the above Scripture says, “Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor have
entered into the heart of man the things which God has prepared for those who love Him.” Let
your imagination run wild and begin to meditate on the beauty of the Lord and you will not be
able to scratch the surface of all that God has prepared for those who love Him and endure to the
end.

Our Place in Heaven is Created According to our Desires
Jesus is now in heaven preparing a place for each of us to dwell throughout all eternity. It
will be a special place created just for you. It will be perfect in every way. You will be astounded
at the beauty and magnificence of what He is preparing for you. We see this in the following
passage.
John 14:1-3 “Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me. 2“In My
Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a
place for you. 3“And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to
Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.”
The above Scripture is one of my favorites because it gives me so much hope and
excitement as I look towards eternity. Just think, the greatest architect and carpenter that ever
existed on earth and in heaven is building a dream home for you. Think about some of the most
beautiful homes you have ever seen and the talent that went into designing and making them. It’s
nothing in comparison to what Jesus is preparing. All of the greatest talents that have ever
existed in designing and building homes came from Him. He is the greatest and most talented
architect that has ever existed, and He is now preparing a place for you—your eternal home
where you will reside throughout all eternity. We see in the following passage that Jesus is the
creator of everything in heaven and earth, which includes the special place He is preparing for
you and me.
Colossians 1:15-16 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16For by
Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible,
whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him
and for Him.
God is acquainted with all of our ways. He wants nothing more than to give us the desires of
our heart. He knows us better than we know ourselves. He is well aware of our desires, even the
unaware ones we may have.
Psalm 139:3 You comprehend my path and my lying down, and are acquainted with all my ways.
Psalm 37:4 Delight yourself also in the LORD, and He shall give you the desires of your heart.
How many of us have been somewhere, maybe in someone else’s home and said, “Wow!
This place is totally me. It has my name written all over it. I believe, when we arrive at our
eternal dwelling we’re going to say, “How did You know? I mean, this beyond my wildest
dreams and desires!”
You see, God knows all there is to know about us, even things we don’t quite know or have
grasped about ourselves. The beautiful thing is; when we see and experience it, we will
recognize our desires and unspoken ones as fulfilled.
Eternal life in heaven is going to be awesome and beautiful beyond our wildest
imaginations. We are going to have the opportunity to make incredible discoveries about who we
are and what our real desires are, which is why the Psalmist says with such assurance, “Precious
in the sight of the LORD is the death of His saints.” (Psalm 116:15)
As we come to understand and see all that is awaiting us in eternity and how short our life
here on earth is, it helps us as we navigate through our journey on earth. We can see that as we
invest our time, energy and talents, they need to be focused on for the purposes of God rather
than worldly things and desires. The dividends we will receive in heaven will far outweigh
anything we could ever receive in this life. What we sow, we shall also reap in this life and in the
life to come.

May God bless you as you continue to navigate the invisible path of authentic Christianity
that leads to our eternal home and destiny in Christ!

*****
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What Others are Saying About This Book
I have just read a book entitled "The Journey" written by Kenneth L. Birks. I have known
my friend, Ken Birks, for 38 years. He is a man of absolute integrity. He is a diligent student of
the Bible. He is a Holy Spirit filled teacher. This book contains many total scriptures plus many
scriptures referred to and are identified at the bottom of the pages. In short, this book is based on
the Bible. I believe that Ken is also an example of what he has written in this book. I recommend
this book to individuals, to small group leaders, to pastors, to churches, to Bible schools, and to
seminaries. "The Journey" will help make disciples out of believers.
—Richard C. Benjamin Sr., Pastor/retired
I have seen many Christians come into the Kingdom of God with no idea of what to do next.
They make decisions to accept Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior, start to go to church and
even start hanging around with other believers. They know something has happened and changed
with them but are unsure of what to do. There comes a point when they may say. “Now what?”
In Ken's book, I see a path laid out with an understanding that unfolds and explains what they are
feeling. They are now able to grasp the new ideas as a result of being filled with God’s Word
with a knowledge of what to do next.
I have always believed that the life God lays out for us is a journey—a path to follow and an
adventure where Jesus is in the lead. This book shows that Invisible Journey and how it opens up
before us. God has blessed Ken with an ability to teach from His Word in a way that is strong
and gives us something to hold onto that puts the power in God's hand. With ease, Ken takes the
reader on that journey, sharing his life in transparency and humility while giving God all the
glory. He encourages us to partner with God to work out our salvation in awe of who God is.
This is an amazing Discipling tool for the new believer and also for those of us who have
been in the Kingdom for a while but desire to be brought back to our first love—a time when
everything was fresh and new.
I know I want to go through this book again, slower and more in depth. I love that there are
questions at the end to go through as a study with other people. I know God calls us to make
disciples of people and I believe this book will be a powerful instrument to accomplish that
purpose. Thank you, Ken, for being obedient to God to use your gifts to empower the body of
Christ.
—Eileen Coia
The Journey by author and Pastor Ken Birks is certainly an inspired guide to "discovering
the invisible path." This book is a practical writing that sheds light on the Christian path from the
experience of someone (Ken) who is walking The Journey he has written about. It is a
constructive scriptural explanation for every day Christian guidance in an easily understandable
format and could also serve as a source for bible study groups in that it includes the bible study
questions already. Easy to read, well organized and most of all, filled with the timeless truth of
scripture to keep climbing the heavenly path!
—Steve-JG

I want to thank you for writing this book!! I think Pastor Anfuso was right in the foreword
of this book. You truly know how to explain the "Word" so the lay person and unknowledgeable
can understand. As I have read what you wrote, something almost magical happens to me. I think
the Holy Spirit works through you to me and offers me what I seek. I spent four-five hours last
night reading the acknowledgements, the forward, and the 1st chapter. It gave me the peace I
sought. It lightened my load, as if Jesus himself was helping me to take His yoke and lightening
my walk. I now think I can have the confidence to lay more of the burdens aside that I carry, and
permanently cast them aside. I feel and know this, because of the "Word," and the assistance of
your book.
—Brian
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The Adventures of Space and Hobo

The Adventures of Space and Hobo tells the story of Ken’s nomadic life after Vietnam. It
explores the on-the-ground confusion and chaos of the Vietnam War and its effects on a
generation, and those who served. Named “Space” by a new friend, Hobo, Ken and his traveling
companion hit the road to partake of all the possibilities of that generation in search of adventure
and uncharted experiences. They were looking for what was real, authentic, and the invisible
mysteries behind it all. The story takes us step by step along the path of the awakening of a lost
soul, on his way to finding understanding of himself, his path, and the meaning of his life.
Along the way, we discover the futility of expecting different surroundings and new happenings
to fill what’s missing in ourselves. And we discover the grace of God. We watch as His patience,
protection and kindness take every opportunity to express His love and intercept the
consciousness of a young man who was looking for more, but didn’t know exactly what. We see
the diligent pursuit of a God who won’t let go and outwits our stubbornness and deception and
complacency—A God, who knows who His are. He won’t stop until we look with awe at how he
has called and led us, without force, to a moment of astonishing revelation and a true change of
identity, heart, and mind.

The Adventures of Space and Hobo provides a narration of the empty and exhausting search for
“something more” that characterized a generation. And it tells the story of the God who was
there all along, waiting at the end of their road with open arms, as the searchers realized they
were looking for a Person, and their real selves, not just an exciting experience.

For more information on this book, please see the following website:
www.spaceandhobo.booksbyken.com
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Biblical Perspectives Course

This course features lessons that are designed to give you a solid Biblical foundation in the
elementary truths of God's Word. The lessons have three things in mind—building a doctrinal
foundation, developing godly character, and helping you discover and find the destiny and
purpose God has for your life.
Please see the following website for more information and Lesson Titles:
www.kenbirks.com/perspectives-both/

More Biblical Perspectives Course

This course features lessons focused on three major areas of our Christian growth - doc-trine,
character, and destiny.
These lessons are designed to give you the Biblical understanding that will strengthen your
Christian foundation and take you on a deeper walk with God.
Please see the following website for more information and Lesson Titles:
www.kenbirks.com/perspectives-both/

Small Group Lesson Guides

Twenty-five lessons to help you discover Jesus in your midst during small group Bible Studies.
Please see the following website for complete information and titles:
www.kenbirks.com/discipleship/lesson-guides.htm
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Sowing Seeds of Faith Website

Ken’s website located at kenbirks.com
It features Bible studies, sermon outlines, articles, video sermons, podcasts, and other audio
sermons.
The sermon outlines, Bible study lessons and other free materials are from a Spirit-filled, faith
perspective. The audio sermons are messages that have been preached over the past thirty years
or so of which are still very relevant for today's Christian and have now been made available in
WMA & MP3 formats. Please avail yourself to these edifying faith messages. You will find
them very encouraging as they serve to strengthen your faith in God. May God bless you as you
press into the high calling of God!
Truth is one of the most powerful weapons we possess in the spiritual arsenal God has given to
us to deal with the enemy. Unfortunately truth has fallen in the streets and has been replaced by
the lies of the devil. The truth of God's Word will enable you to be properly equipped and to
equip others to wage spiritual warfare against the enemy of our faith.
You will find very thorough Bible Studies and outlines on each on various subjects that very
biblically oriented. God bless you as you dig into God's Word. Whether it's the Godhead, Trinity,
Eternal Security, Healing, Baptism, Repentance or studies on the Grace of God, you will find
these studies to be very balanced in their overall con-tent. Ken doesn't rely on a specific school
of thought, but rather on Scripture to interpret Scripture.
Below are just a few comments I have received concerning this site.
I stumbled upon your website tonight and was blessed out of my socks by your sermons. Your
sermons are so anointed that I could feel the Holy Spirit in the room and alive in the "words". I
read through three of your sermons so far and especially loved your "Have you received the Holy
Spirit since you believed?"—it is extremely powerful and incredibly well researched.
God has blessed you with a special gift. Thanks again for sharing it with us.

I have just come across your web site. After browsing I would like to give honor to whom honor
is do. This is a fantastic site and I believe millions will be helped, in-spired and saved from this
site. The baptism section is phenomenal. Keep up the good work!
This is my first time visiting your web site and I can truly say my soul was blessed listening to
the message on "Dealing with Strongholds"
You are awesome at pulling scripture and thought together.
I sat down this morning to look up online sermons. I found your site and listened to "The Ruts of
Life" sermon. It was very uplifting.
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match what he is teaching. I strongly recommend him as a pastor, teacher
and elder. Ken is a man of un-impeachable integrity and his longevity in the
Body of Christ as a pastor give credence to the message of hope and
encouragement that he brings to all.”
Ken is available for speaking engagements within the United States and can
be reached at ken@straitarrow.net

Podcasts
All of these Podcasts and more are available in the iTunes Store.
Just do a search for Ken Birks Podcasts and they will come up.
Click here for detailed info on each Podcast

Connect with Ken Birks Online
Social Media:
Facebook: Books & Resources -- Leave a Review Here
Twitter: twitter.com/klbirks
Facebook: facebook.com/seedsfaith—A daily devotional site
Linkedin: http://www.linkedin.com/in/kenbirks

Websites:
www.straitarrow.net – Seminars, Books, Bible Studies, Poetry, Sermons, etc.
http://www.kenbirks.com– Sowing Seeds of Faith – Sermons & Bible Studies
http://www.booksbyken.com – Ken’s Bookstore
http://spaceandhobo.booksbyken.com – Details on Ken’s first book

Email:
klbirks@gmail.com

Comments:
I welcome your comments. You may leave your comments on the Facebook page for this book
located at https://www.facebook.com/klbirksbook

*****

Back Cover
The goal of this book is to give you, as a Christian, a glimpse into the path God has purposed for
your life and to help you seize your destiny and purpose. In doing so, you will be able to live the
role created for you. Whether you are just starting out on your journey, anywhere in the middle,
or have become detoured and lost your way, this practical guidebook will help shine the light on
the invisible path that not only leads to God’s goodness and experiencing His kingdom within,
but also to the greatest adventure of your life.
The Christian journey begins when we have been genuinely born again and translated from the
kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of the Son. As a result, a great opportunity lies before us.
We are given the keys to the kingdom and access to the wonders of Gods’ grace, mercy, and the
beauty of the invisible and mysterious path that lies before us.
Are you ready for the greatest adventure and journey known to humanity? If so, may God bless
you richly as you read this book and find your way through the spiritual maze that leads to
becoming all that God intended for you. May God give you great insight as you seek to discover
what authentic Christianity is!
Francis Anfuso writes in the foreword, “I believe THE JOURNEY by Ken Birks is your GPS for
the Bible. The problem is solved. The riddle is deciphered. Like a trusted guide, Ken makes
complex concepts simple and masterfully unpacks the Bible’s greatest mysteries. He provides a
sure foundation upon which to build a lifetime of insight.”

